
THE PASTOR’S PAGE 
I have always looked forward to June when I was growing up.  The 
school year ended, the weather was warmer, the days were longer, and 
the entire summer awaited.  This year we have looked forward to June 
for slightly different reasons.  More people are fully vaccinated, which 
hopefully means more restrictions will be eased or lifted.   
 

We are taking “baby steps” toward a return to normalcy.  Outdoor gath-
erings are almost normal again.  Indoor gatherings (especially small, in-
home gatherings) can be safely experienced mask-free.  Airlines report 
increases in bookings and people are planning summer vacations that 
involve not only adventure, but also include visiting family members 
they haven’t been with for over a year. Weddings that were postponed 
are back on the calendar and Graduation Open Houses are beginning to 
take place. 
 

We have scheduled monthly outdoor worship services for June, July, 
and August this year.  Hopefully, they will help us ease into a more 
complete re-opening of worship, Christian Education, and fellowship. 
  

This year’s Church Picnic will combine a celebration of our 176th anni-
versary as a congregation and our best wishes for the new church start 
on our Greater Detroit District, the French UMC.  We will receive a 
Special Offering to be used by this fledgling congregation as it launch-
es its ministry.  Hopefully, they will one day be celebrating their 176th 
anniversary!  
 

Thank God for every reason to celebrate! 
 
 
Pastor Gregg 
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Celebrating BBUMC’s 176th Anniversary 

We are hoping to celebrate the 176th anniversary of our 
church throughout this summer, beginning June 6th.  
Our celebration will also be part of the theme of the 
Church Picnic on June 13th.  Becky Lorenz is putting to-
gether some pictorial montages featuring pivotal mo-
ments and fond memories from across the years. 
 
We would also like to share video interviews featuring 
some of our long-time members sharing their memories and newer mem-
bers sharing hopes and dreams for the future of our church.  If you would 
be willing to participate in these videos (as the subject or the videogra-
pher) please contact Cindy in the church office to volunteer. 
Interested in planning various ways to celebrate this church 
milestone?  Great!  Just call the church office (248-689-1932) or email 
us (bbumc@bbumchurch.org) to volunteer. 
Finally; something to celebrate! 
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This summer, we will set out on a quest for the King’s armor!  Come and join us at “Knights of the North 
Castle” VBS on Monday, July 26 – Friday, July 30 from 9:30 am - noon.  Children in preschool through 5th 
grade are invited to attend.  Due to COVID, space is limited so register soon!  See attached registration form 
or register online at http://cokesburyvbs.com/bigbeaverumc. 
Interested in volunteering?  We always are looking for youth and adult volunteers.  If interested, contact 
Becky Lorenz – blorenz@bbumchurch.org . 

“Even a small acorn has the potential of growing into a mighty oak tree.” 
 

An Opportunity to Praise God 
 
What a legacy—176 years of worshipping and serving as Big Beaver United Methodist Church!  We have 
grown from meeting in parishioners’ rural homes in 1845 to sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with the 
world from our beautiful church located in a busy suburban area.  Even as we reminisce, rejoice, and plan for 
our future, the French United Methodist Church, just 7 miles away, is celebrating its 3rd year of glorifying God 
through its own vibrant ministry.  We are called to nurture our neighboring church, just in the beginning of its 
mission.   
 
The French United Methodist Church was initiated by the Greater Detroit District of the UMC in 2018 as a 
“church plant”—a new faith community initiated to grow and serve in a unique way.  This church is home to 52 
French-speaking members who reside in the Metropolitan Detroit area, many who have come here as refugees 
or asylees from countries in Africa, fleeing their homelands and seeking safety from dangerous situations.    
 
The congregation meets in Embury United Methodist Church in Birmingham on Sunday afternoons, and also 
offers weekly Bible study, Sunday school, youth group, music, and other programs.  You may recall the 
church’s spirited choir performance at BBUMC during the 2019 Troy-area Interfaith Thanksgiving program, or 
the church members’ attending our Christmas Eve service that year.  As at BBUMC, the church also provides 
important social and volunteer opportunities for its members. 
 
The pastors find that leading their congregation requires not only attention to the spiritual well-being of the 
members, but also their personal attention to the physical, mental, and emotional needs of many of the mem-
bers.  Much of their work involves caring for the basic needs of their members who are getting settled and 
adapting to their new life.  The pastors work tirelessly to provide transportation and outreach services, and as-
sistance in acquiring housing, necessary food, and other basic needs. 
 
At BBUMC, as we rejoice in celebrating our 176th anniversary on Sunday, June 13th with a church-wide pic-
nic, we will be expressing our gratitude for our blessings by collecting a free-will offering for our brothers and 
sisters at the French United Methodist Church.  Funds will help support expenses such as pastors’ salary, hous-
ing support and apartment furnishings for those setting up home for the first time, purchase of African food, 
French Bibles, and back-to-school supplies.   
 
Please consider contributing to support this important ministry so that this church will thrive and may one day, 
too, celebrate its 176th birthday.  Checks may be written out to BBUMC with “French UMC” on the memo 
line, and placed in the offering box located in the narthex or sent to the BBUMC office.  Thank you for support-
ing the blossoming of this church!  BBUMC Contact:  Brenda Balas at pmbalas@sbcglobal.net. 
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Summer is a great time to pick up school supplies, clothes and 
fun outdoor toys.  Get your shoebox in the Narthex and start 
packing!!!   
Operation Christmas Child boxes are due Sunday, October 31!   

Personal Care Items Needed 
We are continuing to collect personal care items for a Troy middle school.  The following items are needed 
and may be dropped off in the bin located in the vestibule: toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouth wash, deodor-
ant (male and female), face wash (can be face wipes, face bars, scrubs, etc.), body soap/bars of soap, sham-
poo, conditioner, laundry pods, dryer sheets, feminine hygiene products (pads).  These items can be sample 
size, travel size, from hotels, regular size, anything!  If you buy bulk, they will be separated.   
Also needed:  Cantu Coconut Curling Cream – available at Target. 
If you leave items in the bin outside the main doors, please label them “MS personal care 
items.” 
Any items collected during the summer will be given to the school in August. 
Thank you for your support! 

Join us on Sunday, June 13... 

...following the 10:00 am service for an afternoon with music, food and fellowship. 

We will be providing: 

   Hot dogs and Brats   Condiments 

   Chips     Fruit 

   Bottles of water   Ice cream 

Music will be provided by CrossRoads 

A free will offering will be collected for the newly established French UMC. 

Bring your own lawn chair. 

RSVP to Becky blorenz@bbumchurch.org by June 6. 

There will be no Children’s Sunday School or Junior Worship on 
Sunday, May 30 due to Memorial Day.   
Junior Worship will be held during the service for children enter-
ing PreK- 5th grade beginning on June 6 and running through Au-
gust 29.  Children may go directly to the classroom at 10:00 am.   

Get your change ready!  May 30 is Noisy Sunday.  The money collected will 
go to SOS/Lighthouse.  There will be a bucket in the Narthex and in the bin 
outside the main doors that you may put your Noisy Sunday offering.   
Thank You! 
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Church Unique Visioning Team Update 

 

The Church Unique Visioning Team spent the month of May reviewing your input from the survey and focus 
questions.  Thanks for your thoughts.  Your input  has been very helpful as we continue to discern a clear path 
forward for BBUMC's future.   

We have narrowed down the new mission statement and we will soon have it ready for you to review.  We 
think you will like it!  As you know, mission statements are to be short and to the point encompassing the val-
ues we embrace.   

Speaking of values--we are also working to identify BBUMC's top four values of what is most important to 
us.  Clear values will help us stay focused on  what we do best.   

Stay tuned as we continue to work with the navigators from the Michigan Annual Conference to solidify our 
ministry plans for BBUMC.  We appreciate your prayers! 
 

Regards, 
 

Myrna Roiser & Brenda Balas 

“All of Us” 
  
Zecheriah 7:9    And the word of the Lord came again to Zechariah: 9 “This is what the Lord Almighty said: 
‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another.’” 
  
June is LGBTQ Pride Month, a time for celebrating contributions of the LGBTQ community, despite injustic-
es to members of their community, and an opportunity for us to pledge our support of equal opportunity and 
justice for all people.  
  
For the last 18 months, a collaborative team of members from BBUMC and First United Methodist Church of 
Troy, in our desire to express our Christian faith, have been providing opportunities for educa-
tion and awareness regarding the topic of the inclusivity of the LGBTQ individuals in the Church.  We have 
also been offering supportive and educational resources to the lesbian, gay bisexual, transgender, and ques-
tioning community and their allies. With program participants, we have studied and discussed history, scrip-
tures, and our individual and others’ experiences and different perspectives.  We have grown.  
  
Our programming planning group is called All of Us.  Based on our studies and prayerful reflections, we firm-
ly believe this: that Jesus taught of God’s love and acceptance for all.  We believe that as Christians, we want 
to participate in making this a reality for ALL.  We are committed to valuing and celebrating differences in 
sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, economic status, ability, citizenship status, and faith back-
ground. 
  
We look forward to continuing to provide opportunities to explore, learn, and grow.  We hope you will come 
and bring your perspective, an open heart, and an open mind as we continue to offer programs in the fu-
ture.  We call upon you as a Christian and a United Methodist to fight prejudice, discrimination, and injustice 
toward a peaceful world for all.   
  
Matthew 7:12   So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law 
and the Prophets. 



World Refugee Day:  June 20 

June 20 is World Refugee Day, designated by the United Nations to honor refugees around the world-
-an opportunity to raise awareness of their plight and of efforts to protect their human rights, and to 
build empathy and recognize their resilience in rebuilding their lives.   

Thank you, Big Beaver Church, for your ongoing ministry to the newest Americans—refugees who 
are fleeing dangerous situations in their homelands to seek safety and a new beginning for their fami-
lies right here in southeast Michigan. By challenging ourselves and answering the call, we have be-
come a place of refuge.   

Since 2016, BBUMC has welcomed families in need through our hearts, hands, time, and financial 
and in-kind resources.  We have raised thousands of dollars of support, donated personal items and 
rooms full of household furnishings, and provided countless hours of love and volunteer time to serve 
our brothers and sisters in need. We have co-sponsored a mother and her three children from Iraq-- 
assisting with everything from accessing needed services, to finding employment, to purchasing a 
car, to arranging a summer camp opportunity for the children.  We have painted, carpeted, and com-
pletely furnished a home for a mother and her four children from the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and enjoyed their company as we provided transportation, food, cultural experiences, and oth-
er support as they got settled.  And we have welcomed a young family of six from Syria, with our 
church members providing home furnishings, handcrafted hats and face masks, overflowing Easter 
baskets, and assistance in settling into their new community.  

Our church members continue to provide ongoing volunteer assistance to the Samaritas New Ameri-
cans program, keeping aware of current trends and opportunities, serving as support to staff, donating 
in-kind and financial gifts, aiding families, and serving on different committees. 

As United Methodists, we are called to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ.  We can offer new life, 
homes, and hope for families from around the world who have faced unthinkable horror in their 
homelands.  Welcoming the stranger is not without inconvenience, cost, and risk, and perhaps a 
change of perspective.  But together in Christ, we are moving mountains. 

This June 20, we celebrate our volunteers and donors.  We thank Samaritas staff and others who 
serve these vulnerable families.  And we honor the lives of these three courageous and loving fami-
lies.  We thank them for enriching our own lives.  If you would like additional information on sup-
portive services for refugees, please contact Brenda Balas at pmbalas@sbcglobal.net or 313-819-
8472. 

 

 

Evening of Yoga with Troy-area Interfaith Group 

Troy-area Interfaith Group (TIG) invites you to enjoy the mental, spiritual, and physical benefits of yoga in a 
session led by Mahaveer Khetawat, a yoga instructor at The Bharatiya Temple of Metropolitan Detroit.  As 
you practice from your home, he will guide you through alternative poses while focusing on relaxation and 
anxiety reduction.  Come to the session with a light stomach, wear comfortable clothes, and have a yoga mat 
or household carpet available.   

The Zoom program will be held on Monday, June 7th, beginning at 7:00 pm.   All 
are welcome.  Here is the Zoom Link.  (Meeting ID: 959 7723 9896; Passcode: 
971238) or visit our Facebook page, or request the link from Ruth at 
troy.interfaith@gmail.com.   

BBUMC contact:  Brenda Balas at pmbalas@sbcglobal.net. 
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Peace with Justice Sunday:  A Challenge to You 

 

Most of us have felt a disorientation of sorts this past year and are trying to make sense of a 
less familiar, more chaotic and frightening world.  Sometimes we feel helpless to make an im-
pact. 

May 30, 2021 is Peace with Justice Sunday, a day to recognize social justice issues and pro-
grams locally and globally and to commit to making a difference.  We invite you to use this 
occasion as an opportunity to challenge yourself to mindfully learn about one or more social 
justice issues that are at the root of many of the stressful situations our world is experiencing, 
such as racism, discrimination, poverty, unsafe living conditions, and more.  Knowledge will 
enable you to create positive change. 
 
In last month’s newsletter, we included a sampling of resources for exploring social justice 
topics.  Whatever your opinion on any of these topics, consider opening your mind to under-
standing perspectives and experiences that may differ from your own—avoid the tendency to 
seek to merely confirm your existing beliefs.  Ask critical and empathetic questions:  What is 
the history of this issue and who is involved?  Why would someone behave or feel that way?  
How are my experiences, my resources different from theirs?  How would I feel in that situa-
tion?   
 
By equipping yourself with knowledge, awareness, and empathy, you will become empow-
ered to apply the Gospel of Jesus Christ to make a positive difference in the world.   
 
All year long and in many ways, Big Beaver UMC is active in promoting peace and justice 
through compassion, prayer, awareness, volunteerism, collaborative efforts, and by supporting 
peace-related ministries throughout the world.   
 
There are Special Sunday envelopes available in the Narthex and in the bin outside the main 
church doors for those wishing to contribute financially to the General Board of Church and 
Society’s Peace with Justice efforts; please indicate “Peace with Justice” on the envelope.   
 
Thank you for your support of Peace with Justice efforts!  If you have questions, need addi-
tional resources, or would like to get involved, please contact any member of the Missions/ 
Church and Society Committee:   
Brenda Balas, Danielle Kapp, Philip Kapp, Gail Mack, Lori Monacelli, Dianne Osburn, Dan 
Peck, or Pastor Gregg Mayberry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Library News 
The library team has been hard at work prepping the library for the creation of an electronic invento-
ry.  We thank Keith Meadows, for finding a program that we can scan all the library books to create 
this inventory. We are hoping once this process is finished to share the link with you so that you have 
the freedom to browse our books at home.  Electronic check out will not be available at this time.  We 
will let you know when the link is available to you!  
New to the library are some young adult and adult books that focus on social justice issues.  Perfect 
for our observation of Peace with Justice Sunday on June 20th.  While many of these titles are labelled 
YA, they are appropriate for adults and we encourage you to check them out! 
 

March Volumes 1-3 by John Lewis: March is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong 
struggle for civil and human rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled 
since the days of Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on 
the highs and lows of the broader civil rights movement.  These are graphic novels which are 
easy to read and suitable for both young adults and adults. 

The Hate U Give, On the Come Up and Concrete Rose by Angie Thomas: “The Hate U Give” 
and “On the Come Up” are powerful and gripping YA novels about one girl's struggle for jus-
tice and how to move forward afterwards.  “Concrete Rose” takes place 17 years prior to 
“The Hate U Give” and follows a black man from childhood through adulthood. 

Dear Martin and Dear Justyce by Nic Stone: “Dear Martin” tells the story of an Ivy League-
bound African American student named Justyce who becomes a victim of racial profiling. He 
struggles to reconcile the fact that he's a "good kid" with suddenly being in police handcuffs. 
“Dear Justyce” is an unflinching look into the flawed practices and silenced voices in the 
American juvenile justice system. 

The Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley: The author is a member of the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians who writes about her Ojibwe community in Michigan's Upper Pen-
insula.  The novel is about Daunis who witnesses a tragic murder.  She finds herself involved 
in an FBI investigation into drug trafficking in her community. However, the investigation will 
uncover secrets and threaten many people, including many she knows.  Highly recommended 
for both young adults and adults. Soon to be a Netflix series.  

The Help by Kathryn Stockett:  A story of black maids working in white Southern homes in the 
early 1960s in Jackson, Mississippi, and of Miss Eugenia "Skeeter" Phelan, who returns to her 
family's cotton plantation, to find that her beloved maid and nanny has left and no one will tell 
her why. 

The Midnight Library by Matt Haig: The dazzling reader-favorite about the choices that go into 
a life well lived.  

The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff: A powerful novel of friendship set in a traveling circus during 
World War II and introduces two extraordinary women and their harrowing stories of sacri-
fice and survival. 

 
We hope you take some time to visit the library and check out our new titles. 
 
The Library Team (Melodie, Mindy, Jean and Becky) 



 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  BIRTHDAY’S 
 

 

 

June 1  Martin Griffin, Ed Hannum, Keith Meadows 
June 3  Bob Renshaw 
June 4  Jean Cummings, Annalise Lorenz 
June 5  Mike Jones, Kim Sutton 
June 6  Kerry Sutton 
June 8  Chris Hill 
June 9  Maria Momeyer 
June 11  Kathy Kerry 
June 12  Doris Brown, Greg Scott, Larry Sporer 
June 13  Debbie Tollafield 
June 15  Gladys Clippard 
June 19  Greg Purcilly, Scott Tollafield 
June 25  Dempsey Cabe 
June 27  Tami Morris, Darlene Wilson 
June 28  Allison Taylor 
June 29  Louise Itami, Ed Morris 

June 1  Bob & Laurie Huber 

June 13  Jim & Nancy Cormier 

June 17  Steve & Denise Moilanen 

June 20  Al & Melody Piasta 

June 24  Clayton & Dianne Osburn 

June 25  Richard & Laura Cummings 

Dear Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
The past few months have been difficult, but receiv-
ing the shawl and stole was a most pleasant surprise 
that brought happiness and smiles—a real ray of 
sunshine. 
 
They are beautiful and unique—each being one of a 
kind. 
 
We send our heartfelt thanks...bless you all! 
 
Karan & Gene Wiklanski 

AVAILABLE AT BBUMC… 

BBUMC has wheelchairs, crutches, a kneeling 
wheelchair, and a few canes to loan out to those in 
need. 
Please contact the church office 
(bbumc@bbumchurch.org) for more information. 

Annual BBUM Men’s Barbecue! 
Saturday, September 11th from 4:00pm—7:00pm 

Meal includes:  Chicken, corn on the cob, coleslaw, beverage and dessert 
 

The BBUM Men are planning their annual BBQ and would like to have your feedback on this event 
so that they can prepare. 
 
1) Will you be attending this event? 
2) Are you interested in getting carry out only? 
3) Are you willing to volunteer to set up, serve, cook, clean up for this event? 
 
Please reply to the church email (bbumc@bbumchurch.org) at your earliest convenience. 
 
Thank you. 
BBUM Men’s Group 


