
Nothing Will Be Able to Separate Us  

         From the Love of God 

       That Is in Christ Jesus  

            Our Lord! 
               

 

Romans 8:35-39 (NIV) 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:  

“For your sake we face death all day long;  

  we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  

38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Separation is painful. Separation involves being cut off from something you love. In fact, 

the Greek word for separation is the same word used for amputation. Separation is 

painful. With public worship gatherings being suspended, I’m definitely suffering 

separation anxiety from gathering with you all at Shepherd of the Valley’s beautiful 

house of worship so that we can share God’s Word and Sacrament with one another.  

During these days and weeks of quarantine, you will likely experience some separation 

anxiety from your jobs, visits with friends, from your travel plans for spring break, and 

from your sense of health and security in just going to the grocery store. Ultimately, 

every human being lives with separation anxiety for the day when we die and we’re 

separated from this earth.  

But as Paul closes chapter 8 of his letter to the Roman Christians, he assures them and 

us that we do not need to feel separation anxiety when it comes to God. We don’t ever 

have to fear being separated from the city of God – heaven!  

Look again at v. 35 – Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  The answer? 

No one – nothing – NEVER! It is impossible for anything in all creation to separate you 

from the love of God.  



The most wonderful message in all of Scripture is that God loves you.  

A pastor went to visit an elderly man who was near the end of his life. The pastor said, 

"Do you love the Lord with all your heart, all your soul, and all your might?"  

A smile crossed the man’s face and he grabbed the pastor’s hand and he said, "I can tell 

you something better than that!"  

The pastor said, "What?"  

The man said "GOD LOVES ME with ALL of HIS heart, soul and might!"  

The most wonderful message in all of Scripture is that God loves you. And, God’s love 

has nothing to do with your accomplishments. Others may love you because: You’re 

cute, cuddly and adorable. You’re rich. You’re fun to be around. You’re family. 

But, not God! God loves you simply because he WANTS to love you. He CHOSE to love 

you. God loves you because “God is love” (1 John 4:16).  

Listen to what God told Israel (who would have been extremely difficult for even the most 

loving of us to love). Deuteronomy 7:7-8 – "The LORD did not set his affection on 

you and choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you 

were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because the LORD loved you!"  

Also in Jeremiah 31:3 the Lord said, "I have loved you with an everlasting love." The 

Scriptures are unequivocally clear that our God is a God of love and he loves us with a 

love that never quits!  

v. 35 – "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 

or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: "For 

your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered." 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us." 

When bad things happen, we feel separated from God. We say, "God is abandoning us. 

God doesn’t love us anymore!"  

But Paul says "No! That’s not true! Jesus isn’t abandoning you when times get tough. 

That’s when he’s helping you more than ever! And through him who loves you, you are 

more than conquerors!” 

Seven years later many of the Roman Christians who heard these words – “we face 

death all day long” – would see them come true in their lives because the emperor Nero 

hated the Christians. He would throw them to the lions for his own personal 

entertainment. He would torture believers until they confessed to crimes they didn’t 

commit. But Paul is saying that even though the world considers us as sheep to be 

slaughtered, the truth is: we are in the process of being exalted by God for all eternity. 

It’s tempting to want to question the Lord … to lash out at God with anger. But Paul 

encourages us to trust that the love of Christ for us makes us more than conquerors – 

CONQUERORS WHO WILL ENJOY VICTORY OVER ALL THESE PROBLEMS 

FOR ETERNITY!   

To further convince us of that, look back to v. 32: "He who did not spare his own Son, 

but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give 

us all things?"  



God, in his love, gave you everything you need to meet life’s problems. God loved you so 

much that he gave his Son to die for you as your substitute. God’s Son Jesus loved you 

so much that he was willing to die on the cross for you.  

So, if God loved you so much to do this for you, will God forget all about you now? In 

your time of need? No way!!! God has too much love invested in you to just 

walk off and forget about you now.  

Then Paul says "For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 

of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."  

These weren’t just words to Paul – they were reflected in his life. He was convinced that 

God loved him, so he was willing to live courageously. Paul went forward in life and 

preached Christ’s truth and grace to people even when they were threatening his life. 

He dedicated his life to spreading the gospel – not worried about what might happen to 

him as he did so.  

What did happen to him in the end? Paul ended up getting slaughtered – beheaded 

outside of Rome. But this didn’t separate him from God’s love – it only served to bring 

him even closer to God’s love. God worked it out for good in the end, because Paul ended 

up in heaven. God still loved him through it all. 

Through it all in your life, God still loves you! You never leave his mind, his thoughts, 

or his sight. He sees the worst in you and loves you anyway. God could never love you 

any more than he already does. God could never love you any less than he already does.  

When you are convinced that nothing can separate you from God’s love for you, it will 

change your outlook on life. v. 31 "If God is for us, who can be against us?”  

When you have God watching out for you, why should you be worried about the people 

who say things behind your back? Why should you be intimidated by the coworker who 

mocks your faith? Why should you walk around school with your head hanging low just 

because there’s a small group who doesn’t appreciate you for the wonderful person that 

you are? Why should you be intimidated into inaction by that enemy, Death, anymore?  

Your security doesn’t rest on whether or not everyone likes you. Your security rests on 

the indisputable fact that God likes you! He loves you!!!  Psalm 118:6 says “The LORD 

is with me; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"  

When you are convinced that nothing can separate you from God’s love, you won’t be 

afraid of going to the heights – like being happy and enjoying things in life. You won’t 

be afraid to go to the depths – to risk helping someone stuck in a serious problem and 

confessing your faith to them. When you are convinced God loves you, you won’t be 

afraid to take chances for Christ and live courageously for his name’s glory. Even when 

we fail, we can be confident that Jesus still died for us and God will still love us through 

faith in Christ.    

When you are convinced that nothing can separate you from God’s love, your journey 

becomes so much more exciting and enjoyable. So on your journey to the city of God, 

leave your feelings of separation anxiety behind. Live with the conviction that NOTHING 

WILL BE ABLE TO SEPARATE YOU FROM THE LOVE OF GOD and therefore it will be 

impossible to separate you from God’s presence and perfection in heaven.  


