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Lesson 2

The Triune God Created and
Preserves the World

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3
God Creates All Things

1. According to Genesis 1:3 what
tool(s) did God use to form everything
that is around us?
2. How long did it take God to make the
world?

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3
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Key Term

Creation:

God created the universe in six,
24-hour days from nothing,
using his Word.

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

Key Term

Evolution:

Mankind’s theory* that the universe
slowly developed over the course of
billions of years. This theory denies
that God created anything.

*Note: Evolution cannot be disproven,
but it cannot be proven either. It is based
on presuppositions (not observation and
experimentation) and therefore departs
from true science and enters the realm
of philosophy/religion.
Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

2 questions evolutionists
cannot answer:
1. Where did all this stuff come
from in the first place?
2. How did life begin?
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3 questions to ask an evolutionist
1. Where

do you believe matter
and/or life come from?
2. I’m curious, how exactly does
that work?
3. Since that cannot be proven to
happen anywhere in nature by
science, doesn’t your claim take
faith to believe it happened that
way?

3. In an attempt to merge the concept of
Evolution with the biblical teaching of
Creation, some people say that the
“days” mentioned in Genesis 1 are
actually really, really long periods of time.
However, the biblical account very clearly
shows that such ideas are wrong and
that the days in Genesis 1 are actually
normal 24-hour days. What in vv. 5; 8;
13; 19; 23; and 31 tells you that?
Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

Key Term

Theistic Evolution:

The false idea that God created the
universe using the process of
evolution, that the “days” in Genesis
are actually very long periods of
time. (i.e. – God is like a clockmaker)
However, notice the present tense
verbs in Psalm 145:15-16.
Also, if each “day” in Genesis 1
were a “billion year age,” then what
about Adam and Eve?
Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3
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4. As we study Creation, we learn some
things about God from what he made,
how he made it, and why he made it.
This is the Natural Knowledge of God
(Lesson 1). Read Psalm 145:9; 2
Timothy 2:13; Deuteronomy 33:27a;
and Jeremiah 23:24. What things can
we learn about God from nature, which
are reinforced in God’s Word?

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

Key Term

Eternal:

No beginning and no end.

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3
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Key Term

Omniscient:

God knows all things.
Omnipotent:

God is all-powerful (almighty).
Omnipresent:

God is present everywhere all
the time.
Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

5. What words in Genesis 1:26 tell us
something about God that is very
different from human beings?

The plural pronouns
“us” and “our.”

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

6. The diagram on the next page (and on p. 126 in
to explain the Triune
God. What can we learn from this?

Luther’s Catechism) helps

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3
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Key Term

Trinity (Triune God):

Three in one. God is
three persons, but only
one God.

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

The Trinity is an example of a truth that is beyond
our comprehension. We can try to describe this
truth, illustrate it, and explain it, but we will never
fully understand how God can be Triune. There
are other such truths in God’s Word. We call these
teachings Articles of Faith. We trust what he’s
told us, even if we don’t understand.
Key Term

Articles of Faith:

Teachings we don’t fully understand
but we trust are true because God
says they are true.
Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

7. How did the Triune God show that
mankind is the most important part of
what he made? See Genesis 1:28.

Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3
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Humankind was created in the Image of God (see
v. 26-27), but that image was lost as a result of sin.
Read Genesis 5:1b-3; Colossians 3:9-10;
Romans 8:29; and 2 Corinthians 4:4 for a
summary of the Image of God.
Key Term

Image of God:

Humans were created in perfect harmony
with God. Adam and Eve were 1) holy like
God. They 2) knew God’s will, and they 3)
wanted what God wanted. We lost this
image through the fall into sin and regain
it through faith in Jesus as our Savior
Genesis 1:1-31; 2:1-3

Genesis 2:4-25
God Creates Adam and Eve

8. What was different about the way
God created Adam and Eve compared
to the rest of creation? See v. 7 and vv.
21-22.
9. Why did he do it that way?

Genesis 2:4-25
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10. We’ll talk more about Marriage when
we get to the Sixth Commandment in
Lesson 15, but here we see that God
established Marriage. What was Adam
missing (vv. 18,20)?

11. How did Adam respond when Eve
was brought to him (v. 23)?
Genesis 2:4-25

12. In their perfect world, how do you
think Adam and Eve treated each other?

13. God gave Adam and Eve one
command (vv. 16-17) regarding their
new home. They were not to eat fruit
from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. Why did he give them this
command?
Genesis 2:4-25

Key Term

Free Will:

The ability to choose to do right
or wrong. This is how God
created Adam and Eve. We lost
this ability because of sin.

Genesis 2:4-25
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1 Kings 17:7-16
God Provides for His Creation
Holy Bible (EHV), page 538

14. God sent Elijah to a widow who had
virtually no food for herself and her son.
If you were the widow and Elijah had
asked you for food (v. 10), how might
you have responded?

1 Kings 17:7-16

15. God promised that the oil and flour
would not run out until it rained again
(v. 14). What would have made that
promise difficult to believe?
16. Was there anything about the
woman, her son, or Elijah that would
cause God to work such a Miracle to
take care of them?
1 Kings 17:7-16
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17. List several important truths we
learn from the account of Elijah and the
widow of Zarephath.
18. God does not typically provide for us
through Miracles, though he certainly
can and does. Read Psalm 104:14. How
does God typically provide the things we
need?
1 Kings 17:7-16

Key Term

Natural Means:

The processes God built into the
creation for taking care of us
(e.g., food from plants via
sunlight and rain, parents taking
care of their children, etc.).

1 Kings 17:7-16

Key Term

Miracle:

An event by which God provides
for us directly, not using the
natural means that he built into
creation (e.g., suddenly healing
a disease, providing food out of
nowhere, etc.).

1 Kings 17:7-16

10

3/4/2021

19. One of the privileges Christians cherish is the
privilege of coming to God in Prayer and expressing
our needs, trusting that he hears us and that he will
supply the things we need. When Jesus’ disciples once
asked him to teach them how to pray, he gave them the
Prayer that we have come to call the Lord’s Prayer.
This wonderful model Prayer is made up of 7 petitions
or requests. As we go through this course, we will look
at the various petitions as they relate to the subject of
each unit. (We will cover Prayer in more detail in
Lesson 13 and Martin Luther’s explanations for each
part in Appendix 1 [p 117].) Read the Fourth Petition of
the Lord’s Prayer and Psalm 145:15-16. Whether God
provides through Miracles or by Natural Means, what
can you be certain that God will always do for you?

Key Term

Daily Bread:

The things we need to keep our
body and life.
Preservation:

God takes care of the universe he
created through natural means
and/or miracles.

1 Kings 17:7-16

20. Read Jesus’ words in Matthew
6:25-33. Why has God promised to
take care of us and provide for us?
21. If we worry about food or clothes,
what does that say about our trust in
God?

1 Kings 17:7-16
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22. What is the difference between
worry and being concerned?

1 Kings 17:7-16

23. God also takes care of us by protecting
us from bad things. Read the Seventh
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer and Psalm
50:15. What is one way that God deals
with bad things that come into our lives?
24. Read Psalm 91:9-12. What is
another thing that God might do with
the bad things in our lives?
1 Kings 17:7-16

Key Term

Angel:

God’s messengers whom he
sends to take care of us.

1 Kings 17:7-16
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25. Read Romans 8:28. What is
another thing that God will do with bad
things in our lives?
26. How can we show our thanks to
God for providing for us and preserving
us?

1 Kings 17:7-16

Connection Question

A. What Bible passage that we studied in
this lesson do you find to be particularly
encouraging or comforting as you think
of challenges you are currently facing or
may face in the future?

Connection Question
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B. Agree or disagree? Why? Why not?
We have one God, but sometimes he
acts like the Father, sometimes He acts
like the Son, and sometimes he acts
like the Holy Spirit.

Connection Question

C. Agree or disagree? Why? Why not?
Essentially all people believe in the
same God. They only call him different
names and worship him in different
ways.

Connection Question

D. Agree or disagree? Why? Why not?
It is possible that God created the world
by guiding the evolutionary process.

Connection Question
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E. Question: What is the difference
between these two groups?
Group A

Group B

Mormons

Baptists

Jewish

Lutheran

Muslim

Catholic

Connection Question

F. Question: Would it be proper to
address a prayer to only one member
of the Trinity?

Connection Question

G. Question: We said that there are
three persons in the Trinity and that
they all do divine things. Can we
distinguish between the work of the
Father, the work of the Son, and the
work of the Holy Spirit?

Connection Question
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