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Entrance: From Death to Life 

On that first Easter morning, all was still gloom and doom for 

the women who made their way to the tomb. They were “looking 

for the dead among the living.” As we begin our worship together 

this morning we cannot help but remember Good Friday, too. 

The Easter Angel: Matthew 28:1-6 

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came 

down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the 

stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him 

that they shook and became like dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that 

you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he 

has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 

lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from 

the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will 

see him.’ Now I have told you.” 

M: Suddenly, for the women–and for us–the mood is changed 

from tragedy into triumph, from gloom into joy. Christ is 

risen! 

All:  He is risen indeed! 

John 19:28-30 

Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the 

Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." A jar of 

wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the 

sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' 

lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is 

finished." With that he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.  
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Hymn 152 v. 1-2, 5, 7  I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

1) I know that my Redeemer lives; 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 

He lives, my ever-living Head! 

2) He lives triumphant from the grave; 

He lives eternally to save. 

He lives all-glorious in the sky; 

He lives exalted there on high. 

5) He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears. 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

7) He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death. 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring my safely there. 

An Easter Dialogue 

M:  Rejoice and give thanks to God for the victory our Lord Jesus 

Christ won by his death and resurrection. It is for us that he 

has triumphed. Christ died for all, that those who live should 

no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them 

and was raised again.                   2 Corinthians 5:15 

C: Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.          1 Corinthians 15:57 

M: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;  

C: The old has gone, the new has come!    2 Corinthians 5:17 

M:  For God, who created light to shine out of darkness made his 

light shine in our hearts,  

C: To give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God in the face of Christ.         2 Corinthians 4:6 
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M:  Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is 

your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? 1 Cor. 15:54-55 

C: Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

Confession of Sins 

M: In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from 

whom no secrets are hidden, let us confess our sins.  

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and 

repentant sinner confess that I have sinned against 

you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have 

not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved 

others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that 

trouble me and am deeply sorry for them. 

Absolution of Sins 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In 

his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we 

were dead in our sins. Therefore, based on your sincere 

confession and because of the promise of our Savior Jesus 

Christ who tells his people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they 

are forgiven,” I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Be assured that 

you are a dear child of God and an heir of eternal life.  

C: Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Almighty God the Father, through your only begotten Son 

Jesus Christ you have overcome death and opened the gate 

of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with 

joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the 

death of sin by your life-giving Spirit;  

C: through Jesus Christ, our living Lord, who reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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John 20:1-18 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know 

where they have put him!” 3 So Peter and the other disciple 

started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and 

looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go 

in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight 

into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as 

the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth 

was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the 

other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. 

He saw and believed. 9 (They still did not understand from 

Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the 

disciples went back to where they were staying. 

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she 

bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in 

white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and 

the other at the foot. 13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you 

crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know 

where they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw 

Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are 

looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”  She turned toward him and cried 

out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).  

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended 

to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.” 18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I 

have seen the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these 

things to her. 
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Easter Message – John 20:1-2, 11-18 

FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT 

Confession of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

Thank Offerings 

Moved by God’s love for us in Christ, we offer him our first and 

best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. 

10% of offerings received will be donated to the Community Table 

food bank in Arvada. Go to: svlchurch.com/giving 
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Anthem:  I Will Rise      Performed by Martin Luther College 

Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done  

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom  

    and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 M:   Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

   Live for him who died for you and was raised again.  

   Serve the living Lord with gladness. 

   The Lord bless you and keep you.  

   The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

   The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

All:  Amen.  

 M:   Christ is risen! 

All:  He is risen indeed! 

All songs and text in this worship service  

are used by permission under One-License # A-709303. 
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A VERY BLESSED EASTER TO ALL OF YOU 

FROM SHEPHERD OF THE VALLEY! 
      Serving Us Today:  

 Audio/Visual Production: Brad Schroeder 

 Organist: Sharon Presser 

 Altar: Sue Kelton; Kim Moore 
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