
790 Jefferson Rd. 

Paris, TX  75460 

Phone: 903-784-6154 

Fax: 903-784-1906 

Weekly Schedule: 

Sunday: 
 9:45 AM     Sunday School 
             10:55 AM    Morning Worship 
 6:00 PM     Evening Worship 
   Online  
 
Tuesday   
 6:00 PM   College Bible Study
  @ Phil’s house 
  
Wednesday: 
   6:00 PM     Bible Study Online
 6:30 PM     Ignite/Youth Online 
  

 

 

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  L O V I N G  G O D ,  L O V I N G  P E O P L E ,  S E R V I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

( M A T T H E W  2 8 : 1 8 - 2 0 ;  M A T T H E W  2 2 : 3 7 - 4 4  

We’re on the web  

Www.ssbchurch.org or our Facebook Page  

Contact info: 

Pastor: Billy Norris 

billy@ssbchurch.org 

(903)517-3798 

Youth Minister: Phil Spann 

phil@ssbchurch.org 

Music Minister: Zack Barton 

zack@ssbchurch.org 

Secretary:  Angie Sulsar 

angie@ssbchurch.org 

Office Number: 903-784-6154 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

I am 51 years old and 2020 was 

an unusual year and as we begin 

2021, I see so far much of the 

same.  It reminds me of the fact 

that in the present world we are 

amid a spiritual battlefield.  I 

understand why the Apostle Paul 

would speak of being harassed at 

every turn – conflicts on the 

outside, fears within (2 Corinthians 

7:5). 

In the conflicts of life, we are in a 

fight, not only with flesh and blood, 

but also with principalities and 

powers, with the rulers of 

darkness and spiritual 

wickedness.  I wonder sometimes 

will we ever overcome all these 

obstacles. The truth is that all the 

children of God will find songs of 

victory at the end.  All war-torn 

soldiers of the Lord will be able to 

rest. 

Whenever I see the drama of an 

athlete come from behind and win 

the gold medal, or a team that is 

clearly the underdog wins in the 

last seconds of a game. I think 

about what Paul said “I have 

fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept the 

faith.  Now there is in store for me 

the crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous judge, will 

award to me on that day” (2 

Timothy 4:7-8). 

It is interesting how many stories 

and books talk about aliens 

visiting our planet.  Christians 

really are aliens who land for a 

while on earth and then we go to 

our true home.  In the days before 

his death Paul looked with great 

anticipation to the time when he 

would finally receive his crown of 

glory.  We should live as Paul did, 

serving faithfully and anticipating 

Christ’s return, whether we die or 

are raptured up to meet Him in the 

clouds. 

A few more days may come and 

go and then there will be the 

unending day. A few brief years, 

and we shall enter that eternal 

city, sit under the tree of life, and 

drink from the crystal-clear water.  

We have had only a glimpse here 

on earth what it is to love and be 

loved.   

Are you ready?  I know I am 

prepared to meet Him, not 

because I am a preacher or 

teacher of His word, but because 

He saved my soul when I was a 

young boy. 

That is one decision no one will 

regret, either in this life or in the 

one to come.  “I consider that our 

present sufferings are not worth 

comparing with the glory that will 

be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). 

So, let us serve the Lord faithfully 

and fruitfully in 2021 and let us 

fulfill the mission God has given to 

us to: LOVE GOD, LOVE 

PEOPLE, AND SERVE THE 

WORLD. 

In Christ, 

 

January 2021 



Dear Church Family, 
 

Hello 2021! I can’t believe how fast 2020 has come 
and gone. I know for many people a new year is a 

welcomed relief. We as humans tend to evaluate our 
lives by looking at it from year to year. We reflect 

back on what was and then we look forward to what 
will be. God looks at time differently, in fact God 

exists outside of time.  
 

In the midst of the chaos that our country is currently 
going through at this time I am reminded of a 

wonderful story found in scripture. In Acts 16, we find 
the story of Paul and Silas who are stripped, beaten 

and then thrown into prison during a missionary 
journey. Paul and Silas were in a terrible situation. 

They could have easily chosen to be bitter and 
complain about their circumstances. However, they 

choose to respond in this way:  
 
 
 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were 

listening to them.   
 Acts 16:25 

 
They choose to worship God! We can look at 2021 in 

two very different ways. We can either be bitter or 
better! We can be bitter about the things of 2020 and 
continue that negative perspective into this year or 

we can trust God. We know that He has better plans 
than our bitter perspective. Just like the other 

prisoners were listening to Paul and Silas praying 
and singing God. The world is listening to Christians 
and how they will respond in the midst of the chaos 

going on in our country. Let’s be Better! Let us 
worship and pray!   

 
 
In Christ, 

 
Zack Barton 

Music Minister 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1  

I am so proud of my Awana clubbers who are participating in Awana At-Home!  I have watched and lis-
tened to many verses on the videos that are coming in.  It is a great privilege and puts joy in my heart to 
listen to these kids recite God's Word.  Clubbers if you have fallen behind in your handbook, you can 
always jump right in at any time just like we do during in-person Awana. If you are curious where we are 
in your handbook, you can find the weekly lesson sheets on our church website.   
http://www.ssbchurch.org/ministries/awana-clubs-children 
 
I have been hoping to begin Awana in person later this month or possibly next month. Be watching our 
church website and our Southside Awana facebook page for announcements on when we will 
begin.  Please pray with me about this.  It takes a lot of volunteers to make Awana happen, so please 
pray for our leaders to be well and available for club nights.  If you are interested in being an Awana 
leader, please let me know. 
 
Love in Christ 
Judy Morton 
Awana Commander 

It is the    Lord 
your God 

Who fights for you. 

—Deuteronomy 3:22 ESV 
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Jan. 23—8:00 am. Building Committee Meeting 

Feb. 2—Food Pantry 

Feb. 3—Youth (Mission) trip to China Springs to pass out flyers 

YOUTH IGNITE meet every Wednesday night in person @  

Monday Nights—Men’s Prayer Meeting 

     Every Monday Night  

@ 6:30 PM 

Our men meet together 

to pray for our nation.  

Please join us!  

Dear Church Family, 
  
Happy New Year and welcome to 2021! So 
far, 2021 does not seem to be any different 
than 2020 with all the chaos and uncertain-
ty. However, I know in whom I have be-
lieved! Jesus is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever! Our hope is in Him alone and 
we must keep our eyes on Him! 
  
Our student ministry is beginning to get 
back to some normalcy as students are 
coming back and enjoying fellowship with 
one another! I am excited for what’s ahead 
as we seek to share the gospel with stu-
dents all across our community. The mis-
sion of the church can’t stop! 
  
I’m also blessed to be leading a small mis-
sion team to help launch a new church in 
China Spring, TX! WellSpring is a new 
church plant being led by my friends Matt 
Byrd and Brent Bolton. On February 6, we 
will assist them in knocking on doors and 
passing out flyers for their first service to be 
held Sunday, February 7. Although its just a 
short day trip, we are hoping for a chance 
to share the gospel with lots of people! 
Please pray for us as we travel and for 
hearts to be open to the love of God! 
  

Our youth will be starting a new prayer ministry 
that will involve students and an adult going to 
homes of our senior adults and praying over 
them. We will practice social distancing and will 
ask seniors to stay inside their door as we pray 
from outside. I got this idea one night when our 
staff and families were out Christmas caroling to 
our seniors and seeing how lonesome people are 
being shut away from the outside world. The bible 
tells us to pray without ceasing! 
  
Finally, thank you church for your support, your 
prayers, and your love! My family and I are so 
blessed to be a part of Southside Baptist! May the 
Lord pour out blessings on each of you! 
  

http://www.ssbchurch.org/ministries/awana-clubs-children

