
790 Jefferson Rd. 

Paris, TX  75460 

Phone: 903-784-6154 

Fax: 903-784-1906 

Weekly Schedule: 

Sunday: 
 9:45 AM     Sunday School 
             10:55 AM    Morning Worship 
 6:00 PM     Evening Worship 
   Online  
 
Tuesday   
 6:00 PM   College Bible Study
  @ Phil’s house 
  
Wednesday: 
   6:00 PM     Bible Study Online
 6:30 PM     Ignite/Youth Online 
  

 

 

M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T :  L O V I N G  G O D ,  L O V I N G  P E O P L E ,  S E R V I N G  T H E  W O R L D  

( M A T T H E W  2 8 : 1 8 - 2 0 ;  M A T T H E W  2 2 : 3 7 - 4 4  

We’re on the web  

Www.ssbchurch.org or our Facebook Page  

Contact info: 

Pastor: Billy Norris 

billy@ssbchurch.org 

(903)517-3798 

Youth Minister: Phil Spann 

phil@ssbchurch.org 

Music Minister: Zack Barton 

zack@ssbchurch.org 

Secretary:  Angie Sulsar 

angie@ssbchurch.org 

Office Number: 903-784-6154 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Can you remember the first 
week of 2020? Maybe you were 
working hard on your New 
Year's resolution. Maybe you 
were taking time to make 
measurable goals for the 
coming year. Maybe you were 
dreaming about where you 
would go and what you would 
do. Maybe you were even 
booking tickets for an 
anniversary trip or a long-
awaited vacation. The first 
week of 2020 appears a decade 
away when we look from this 
side of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Tickets were 
canceled, dreams unfulfilled, 
goals changed, and resolutions 
rewritten. COVID-19 has been 
a global interruption unlike any 
we have seen for decades. 

Historians agree that key 
events like this change the 
course of history forever. After 
these world-changing 
moments, life is different. And 
this pandemic period will 
certainly go down in history as 
one of them. In January and 
February of 2020, we were 
moving along, continuing in the 
normal patterns of life, busy 
with life's pleasures. Then this 
virus changed everything. 
 
Suddenly, those of us who like 
to control our own environment 
were stuck in an out-of-control 

house. Those of 
us who find our 
identity in our 

work were limited in our ability 
to produce and succeed. Those 
of us who find purpose in 
where we go and who we are 
with were constrained to one 
location. This pandemic 
continues to threaten our 
control, identity, and purpose. 
And perhaps that is a good 
thing. 
 
This has happened before, in 
520 BC, the people of God 
were pursuing prosperity. They 
were rebuilding their lives and 
experiencing an economic 
restoration. Then, all of a 
sudden, they were hit by 
hopelessness. But in the midst 
of this great discouragement, 
God sent this word through the 
prophet Haggai: "'Be strong, all 
you people of the land,' 
declares the Lord, 'and work. 
For I am with you,' declares 
the Lord Almighty" (Haggai 
2:4b). 
 
Be strong. As you hear these 
words, you may be thinking, 
"God, how can I be strong 
when there is uncertainty is all 
around me? How can I be 
strong when I missed my 
graduation? How can I be 
strong when I've lost my job? 
How can I be strong when my 
retirement money has been 
decimated? What will I do if life 
never returns to normal?" 
 
Read the second part of verse 
4 again: "For I am with you." 

God's presence with us is our 
only true source of strength. 
This is the secret to 
encouragement. When you feel 
alone, when you experience 
doubt, when you are struggling 
to trust, hear the voice of the 
Lord saying, "I am with you. Be 
strong, be courageous, for I 
promise never to leave you or 
forsake you. I promise that I 
will be your strong tower in the 
day of battle. In the world you 
will have trouble, but take 
heart, I have overcome the 
world." 
 
How has the pandemic 
advanced God's work in and 
through your life? Has it 
freed you from the world? Then 
do not return to your bonds. 
Has it revealed your lack of 
control? Then do not take up 
the illusion again. Has it 
unmasked your idols? Then 
don't rebuild their temples. 
Even now Christ is preparing a 
place for us. So let's use this 
time and these trials to deepen 
our faith, store up treasure in 
heaven, and proclaim His 
goodness until the day He 
comes again. 
 
In Christ 
 

         

August 2020 
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Dear Church Family, 
 

It feels like it has been such a long time since I have 
spoken face to face with many of you. I pray that it won’t 
be long until we are all able to fellowship and worship 
together again. I have been blessed to speak with some of 
you face to face and a lot of you have asked how my 
family is doing. My response is usually the same...We are 
growing and going! Bentli continues to grow and her 
vocabulary has greatly expanded. Also, we just celebrated 
River turning one year old! Time has really flown by during 
this last year. Thank you Church family for always asking 
and caring about our family! We are truly Blessed. 

 
During this pandemic our church family has been amazing 
and it is a wonderful blessing to be a part of it. I can’t help 
but feel burdened for those who are broken and not a part 
of the family of God. In Isaiah 43:11-12 the Lord declares 
that, “I am the Lord, and besides me there is no savior. I 
declared and saved and proclaimed, when there was no 
strange god among you; and you are my witnesses,” 
declares the Lord, “and I am God. Our community and 
world are full of people who find comfort in other gods and 
false idols. The Lord reminds us that apart from Him there 

is no savior.  I leave you with the reminder that God 
declares to His people in hopes that it would encourage us 
to be burdened for the lost and to tell the lost of the hope 
that drives us each day.  

 
But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you 
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the 
Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your 
ransom, Cush and Seba in exchange for you. 

 
Isaiah 43:1-3 

 
In Christ, 

 
Zack Barton 

Music Minister 

A U G U S T  2 0 2 0  

It is time to begin Awana, but due to the Covid uncertainties, we are going to be using a different format:   
Awana At-Home. 
 
This is a format where families can have their own small group time in place of the Awana night at church.  Each 
week I will post on our Church website an agenda that will include a small worship time, your child's assignment 
and instructions on how to get credit for handbook time.  We are also going to do some theme nights just because it 
is fun!!!  And we will have opportunities for clubbers to earn extra points for the store!  Check out our Awana page 
on the church website for the Awana calendar and weekly postings.  At some point during the year, when we feel 
safe to come together as a club, we will resume where Awana 
At-Home ends.  I do hope that your family will join us for this journey to be in God's Word as a family. Go to our 
Southside Awana Facebook page and "Like" it to get notifications about announcements and updates to the  
program. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Judy Morton, 903-715-0920 
 

Awana Calendar 
August 16th - Awana Drive Thru Kick Off Event 2:00-4:00pm. Drive through and bring your completed  
 registration form and pick up your new Awana Handbook. 
August 19 - Awana At-Home begins 
August 26 - Sword Selfie Night - send Mrs. Judy a picture of you and your Bible for event points 
September 2 - Noah Night Selfie - Send a video of you saying your verses with your pet or stuffed animal for event   
 points. 
September 9th -  Color War Night – Send a video of you saying your verses while wearing a solid red,  yellow, 
 blue, or green shirt. 
September 16th -  Beautiful Feet Night – Send a video of you saying your section BAREFOOTED. 
September 23rd - Reach Texas Western Night – Wear bandana or cowboy hat in your video saying your 
 section.  (If we are in-person bring change for mission offering) 
September 30th - Game Show Night – Tune in to Southside Awana Facebook live at 6:00pm to  answer  questions f
 or bonus points.  
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Sept. 1 —-Food Pantry @ 6:30 

Sept. 13—Sunday School Resumes 

Sept. 13— Diaper Shower for Rainey & Neeley 

Sept. 17—Women’s Bible Study @ 7:00 pm This is an 8 week study 

Mission Project 

We are going to donate water bottles to area schools.  Students will 

not have access  to regular water fountains like they were in the past, 

and will need bottles.  Some will not be able to bring refillable 

bottles, so the need for these is great.   

If you would like to help, you can write the words “Mission-Water” 

on your envelope and drop it by the office, or there is an online sec-

tion for you to choose that option if you give online.  

Thank you for your help!   

The Mission Committee 

Dear Church Family 
 
We serve a great God! No matter the circum-
stances we find ourselves in, He promises to 
never leave us or forsake us. Our in-person 
attendance has been good and it's been such 
a blessing to see our faith family face to face! 
Prayerfully, we will be able to go back to 
some form of normal again soon! Our online 
presence on Facebook has grown tremen-
dously. We are reaching people across our 
nation, and even abroad! Yesterday, we had 
someone from Australia who not only 
watched, but commented on our service! Je-
sus said we would be His witnesses even to 
the remotest part of the earth! With live 
stream here to stay, I'm excited that we are 
enhancing our capabilities to reach the world 
by upgrading our equipment. Soon you will 
see our livestream equipment all moved to 
the sound booth and those who watch from 
home will see a big difference in our 
livestream services. 
 
With school starting back, we need to pray for 
our students, teachers, administrators, and 
staff! I can't imagine what it will be like for 
them as they try and navigate this new way 
of doing school. We need to lift them up and 
pray for their health, both physical and emo-
tional.  
 
Our student ministry has been meeting in 
person for several weeks now and our attend-
ance is growing and for that I am so thankful! 
We also livestream our services on Wednes-
day nights and have had over 200 views on 
average! Thank you Zac for your leadership 
and hard work in getting the gospel out to the 
world!  
 
As I mentioned in our service Sunday, the 
church cannot take any time off. This world 

needs to hear the good news of Jesus! During this 
pandemic, fear is gripping so many people. Study 
shows that 1 in 4 young adults 18-24 contemplated 
suicide in the month of June. This is a CDC report 
that didn't make the news. People are hurting and 
now more than ever, the church needs to stand in 
the gap! Pray. Pray again. Pray without ceasing. Tell 
people about Jesus. Invite them to church either in 
person or online. When you watch online, host a 
watch party. All your contacts will be able to join in 
and hear the gospel. These are definitely strange 
times we live in, but the gospel cannot stop! 
 
Please continue to pray for your staff as we navi-
gate these uncharted times. Our goal is to reach as 
many people as we can and do so safely. We will be 
starting Sunday school soon and look forward to 
seeing more people studying God's word. Pray for 
our teachers as they share God's word and minister 
to our families. We serve a great God! May He be 
glorified in all we do! 
Blessings, 


