Newsletter Date

June 2018

790 Jefferson Rd.
Paris, TX 75460

Phone: 903-784-6154

We’re on the web

Colossians
1:18

Www.ssbchurch.org or our Facebook Page

MISSION STATEMENT: LOVING GOD,
LOVING PEOPLE, SERVING THE WORLD
(MATTHEW 28:18-20; MATTHEW 22:37-44

SUMMER EVENTS
June 11-16

Falls Creek Youth
Camp

June 24-28

VBS

July 7-13

Mission Trip (If you plan
to go on this trip, you
need to let us know.
Passports needed )if
want to go into Mexico,
not required)

July 22-26

Preteen Camp

Sunday School Attendance
May
166
Weekly Schedule:

Contact info:
Pastor: Billy Norris
billy@ssbchurch.org
(903)517-3798
Youth Minister: Phil Spann

Sunday:
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Morning Worship
6:00 PM Evening Worship

phil@ssbchurch.org
Music Minister: Zack Barton
zack@ssbchurch.org

Wednesday:
6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Secretary: Angie Sulsar

Ignite/Youth
Prayer Meeting

angie@ssbchurch.org
Office Number: 903-784-6154

And he is the
head of the
body, the
church: who
is the
beginning,
the firstborn
from the
dead; that in
all things he
might have
the
preeminence.

Dear Church Family,

precious gospel.

The summer is upon us and we
need to all pray for God to move in
all of our summer ministries. Will
you commit to pray for 2 minutes a
day Monday through Saturday for
our church and our ministries?
Prayer is a ministry we can all be
involved in no matter our age or
spiritual maturity. So let us rise up
and be a mighty army of prayer
warriors. Let us all go boldly to
throne of grace and ask the Lord to
move among us as we submit and
surrender to His will. Pray for
direction in how God may want to
use you this summer to help us
reach our community with His

This month pray for our youth
ministry and for youth camp.
As many of you know our youth
go to Falls Creek in Oklahoma
for camp. Pray that God would
speak to us as we go and that
we will respond with complete
surrender to His will. Let me
encourage you to pick up a
notecard with name of one of
those going to camp and pray
for them the week we are gone
to camp June 11-16. You can
pick up a notecard located in
our foyer at the center
welcome table.

Dear Church Family,
We just finished our Family Unity series
last Wednesday night and I am so
thankful for the parents who came to be
a part! I believe that strong families
make strong churches and strong
churches make an impact in the
community. I pray we continue to
strengthen our families against the evil
one who seeks to devour. As always,
parents, you are welcome to come to
Wednesday Nite Ignite any time! In fact,
we encourage you to be involved in your
student’s spiritual growth!
We are in the final week of preparations
for Falls Creek! At present, we have 52
who will be going to camp. I am praying
for a great spiritual awakening amongst
our students and leaders. I pray that it
will carry forward to our return home
and spread amongst our church. By the
time you get this newsletter, we will be

also this month June 24-28
from 6:00p.m. to 8:30p.m. Pray
for all those who will help
during the week and for all the
children. This is a time for us to
reach children with the gospel
of Christ.
We will also celebrate Father’s
day on June 17th. Our college
class is going to host a
breakfast called “pancakes with
pops” at 9 a.m. in the gym in
honor of the men in our church.
So please come and enjoy some
pancakes and good fellowship.
In Christ,

Our Vacation Bible School is

at camp. If you didn’t get a name to
pray for specifically, please pray for
salvations and rededications of those
who are going. We are trusting to have
a good report when we return!
If you have been wanting to get
involved in local mission work, here is
your chance! We will be busy all
summer with Summer Feeding, Food
Pantry, VBS, Mission Trip, Fellowships
and so much more! We have Summer
Feeding every Wednesday and
Thursday where we take sack lunches
to 120-130 children each day.
We work at the Downtown Food Pantry
the first Tuesday of every month. They
are helping over 300 needy families
every week! It takes 30-45 minutes to
stock shelves but it ministers to
hundreds of people!
VBS is a huge outreach to our

community and we always need people
willing to serve! Get plugged in by
contacting Melisa Norris or Cheryl
Thrasher. If we can reach kids, we can
reach families!

Our church mission trip is July 8-13 to
Brownsville Texas. We will be doing
Backyard Bible clubs, working at a
mission, and also, those with a passport
can go to Mexico and do some much
needed work there!
Our schedule is busy, but our focus has
to be Jesus! Please pray about how and
where you can serve and let’s be “doers
of the Word, not just hearers only”
together!
Blessings,
Bro Phil
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“SHARE

MY

BAPTIST

STORY”

BY

I grew up like anyone else with my own set
of struggles and circumstances. I was
raised by my mother but my father has
been absent most of my life. My mother
struggled with depression, drug, alcohol,
and men coming in and out of her life. My
sister and I felt the effects of my mother’s
struggles growing up. I was very fortunate
to have Grandmother who loved the Lord
and would take her grandchildren to
church.

“God has and
continues to
orchestrate every
aspect of my life. “

We
need
some
volunteers to work in
our Children’s Church
on a rotating basis. If
you could help with
that, or just want to be
plugged in to any of our
ministry in order to
serve, please call the
office @ 903-784-6154
or see Angie Sulsar
This is your opportunity
to make a difference!
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CHURCH

At the age of seven, I remember giving my
life to Christ. I recognized him as the Savior
and Lord. I can remember going to
children’s church that day and the lady
presented the Gospel. Afterwards we sat
down at a piano bench and there I prayed
to receive Christ. I remembered leaving
there and being so excited to tell everyone
that I met JESUS! I was baptized shortly
after and my grandmother continued to
bring us to church faithfully.
As time went on and life’s struggles caught
up with us we stopped going to church. My
sister and I lived with my grandmother from
time to time as my mother would go in and
out of rehab. Two weeks before my 7th
grade year there was huge life change for
me. My mother had an episode and that’s
when I began permanently living with my
grandmother while my sister stayed with
my mother. As a child I knew of God and
knew him to be my savior but many times I
didn’t feel like God was watching over me. I
would soon find out that God was with me
every step of the way!
During my 8th grade year I started dating a
girl and she invited me to Wednesday night
church at First Baptist Bonham. I haven’t
been in years but I thought, sure I have
nothing better to do. Like most Jr. High
school relationships, we broke up. I
continued to attend church and I will never
forget one particular Wednesday night. My
youth pastor, Kevin announced at the end
of service that there would be a meeting for
those attending youth camp. At the time I
knew I wasn’t going, couldn’t afford it and
didn’t care to go! On my way out the door I
was stopped by a football coach of mine
named Brett Willis. He asked “Why are you
not going to camp?” I made every excuse
in the book of why I wasn’t going. He
simply said to come with him. He took me
over to Kevin and whispered something in
his ear. I found out later that Coach Willis
paid for me to go camp. I will never forget
that moment in my life.
I attend camp at Lake Lavon Baptist and it
forever changed my life. God made it
known to me that week that he had never

ZACK

BARTON

left my side. That week in my life serves as
a huge spiritual awakening and reference
point of my spiritual growth. I am reminded
of Joshua 4:5-7, “And Joshua said to them,
“Pass on before the ark of the Lord your
God into the midst of the Jordan, and take
up each of you a stone upon his shoulder,
according to the number of the tribes of the
people of Israel, that this may be a sign
among you. When your children ask in time
to come, ‘What do those stones mean to
you?’ then you shall tell them that the
waters of the Jordan were cut off before the
ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it
passed over the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall
be to the people of Israel a memorial
forever.”
God has and continues to orchestrate
every aspect of my life. After the week of
my spiritual awakening, my faith continued
to grow. My sophomore year in high school
I begin singing in youth praise band and
eventually God allowed me to lead. During
my senior year of high school I felt the
called to ministry after I struggled with what
I wanted to do with my life. The summer
after graduation I attended purple school at
Super Summer camp. Purple school is
designed to help those who sense a call to
ministry. It was true blessing in my life and
only helped confirm my call to ministry.
I continued serving at First Baptist Bonham
as youth intern and helped lead worship in
Sunday morning praise band. I am thankful
for men like Dave Renfrow who simply
gave me an opportunity and who served as
music minister as First Baptist Bonham for
30 years. He showed how to have a true
heart for ministry! Also men like my youth
pastor, Kevin Towery who became like a
father and mentor to me. Furthermore, I am
thankful for Coaches/Teachers like Brett
Willis who are concerned with their
student’s spiritual well-being. While in
college my grandmother passed away from
ovarian cancer. A week before she passed
away I met my future wife, Emily. As God
took one beautiful and sweet lady in my life
he brought another one. The passing of my
Grandmother was a catalyst in my mother
accepting Christ and she now attends
church regularly. I reflect back on my life
and know God is simply the conductor
orchestrating the music of my life to bring
him Glory. I leave you with a verse the
means a lot to me:
“For to me to live is Christ, and to
die is gain”
Philippians 1:21
In His Grip,
Zack Barton
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Food Pantry
6:30 pm
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Falls Creek Youth Camp
VBS WEEK

July 2018
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Mission Trip to Brownsville & Mexico

Children’s Camp
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