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Maggie Doyne graduated from high school in 2006. 
She had not been a great scholar in high school, 
but she had been excited and inspired by some 
seminars that she had taken in conflict resolution. 
Unfortunately, her accomplishments in conflict 
resolution were not reflected in her grade point 
average, and she was not accepted to any of the 
colleges that she really wanted to attend. Instead 
of going straight to college, she decided to take a 
gap year, and she traveled through New Zealand 
and India. While she was in India, she volunteered 
for a while at an orphanage. After her stint at the 
orphanage, she struck out towards the north and 
encountered a lot of refugees streaming south out 
of a country that she had never heard of before-- 
Nepal. Nepal is nestled in the foothills of the 
Himalayas, and it was coming to the end of a brutal 
and wrenching civil war when Maggie arrived. She 
saw many war orphans, and their situation was 
usually dire. They were often starving and were 
often taken advantage of. When she arrived in 
Surkhet, a small town in Nepal, she also arrived at 
the conclusion that she had to personally do 
something to ease the plight of the orphans there. 
She found a plot of land big enough to build an 
orphanage. By happenstance, the land could be 
purchased for exactly the amount of money that 
she had in her life savings from baby-sitting-- 
$5000. She emailed her parents in New Jersey to 
send her all her savings.  

Her parents did wire her the money, and she did 
buy the land. She then returned to Mendham, New 
Jersey and rallied the good will of the people in her 
hometown to help her fund this venture. She must 
have been one amazing spellbinder to convince 
people to support a girl barely out of high school in 
such an ambitious undertaking, but she went back 
to Surkhet and built her orphanage. Local people 
and Maggie ran the orphanage, the entire board of 
directors was from the local populace. 40 orphans 
live at the orphanage, and they have built a school 
that takes all its students on scholarship and is now 

the number one ranked school in the region. It 
serves over three hundred students, going up to 
the 8th grade, but soon be expanded through 
grade 10. She has become a minor authority on 
economic development. 

Maggie reminds me of some other young people 
like Greta Thornberg.  How do they do this---when I 
was their age I was thinking about my social life in 
high school and then college.   

God used them to bring about goodness in this 
time to bring about life abundant. Maggie, and 
Greta, and others we hear about every day in the 
news particularly during this pandemic. The grade 
school kid who sent his $5 allowance to a 
firefighter. Our front-line people----amazing during 
this pandemic, working long hours, getting sick, 
some dying.  All so people have a chance at healing 
and having life abundant which is about goodness. 
Their concern isn’t just for their own life abundant 
but for others and for future generations. I believe 
that’s what we’re all called to do in whatever way 
we can. So, what do our scriptures say about this 
and how have they been used through the ages. 

The 23rd Psalm has brought comfort to so many 
people through the ages. It is about God’s love 
surrounding us always providing us with food—
green pastures, water—still waters, and 
protection---right paths. Shepherd was often a 
royal title used for kings in the ancient near east 
and it was understood that it was the responsibility 
of the kings to provide for their people. Kings, or 
those with the power of kings—throughout history 
how many have truly provided for their people.  
Orv and I like to watch travel shows some of which 
are of the castle, the palaces, the mansions 
throughout the world. They are amazing, but the 
questions that goes through my mind every time I 
watch is how many ordinary people died building 
them?  How many people could have been fed with 
a small amount of the cost? Why is it so important 
to some to show off their position in society?  How 



much does greed factor in?  Sorry to go to the dark 
side with this beloved psalm, but Life abundant—
for whom? 

I Peter 2:19-25  Verse 19 “For it is a credit to you if, 
being aware of God, you endure pain while 
suffering unjustly.”  Those in power have used this 
scripture to justify injustices.  The first verse of this 
paragraph, notice it wasn’t included in the 
lectionary, says “Slaves accept the authority of 
your masters with all deference, not only those 
who are kind and gentle, but also those who are 
harsh.”  How much injustice throughout the world 
has happened because of this scripture? Slave 
owners, the church, those in power have used this 
text to justify slavery and other abuses.  Women 
have been abused in their homes and their church 
said it was their lot in life that they should endure, 
that they were heaven bound because of their 
suffering , that their presence might save their 
abuser? Abundant life for whom? 

Acts 2:42-47  “They devoted themselves to the 
apostles, teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. All who believed were 
together and had all things in common; they would 
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 
proceeds to all as any had need.” Can you imagine, 
members of a church, selling all their possessions 
and pooling all their resources and then doling 
them out as the need arose.  We don’t hear about 
this way of life in the Bible except here in Acts.  
And it must have been taken seriously because in 
Acts 5:1-11. Is the story of Ananias and Sapphira.   
They sold some of their property and kept some of 
the proceeds and Peter knew what they had done 
and when he confronted them, they died.  And the 
story ends with “And great fear seized the whole 
church and all who heard of these things.” So fear 
is added to the story. Certainly not one of our 
Sunday School stories. Life abundant for whom? 

John 10:1-10  Some interpret this scripture to 
mean that only those who have taken Jesus into 
their heart, only those who have been saved are 
going to heaven. Jesus is the gate. Jews, Muslims, 
Sikh’s, Buddhist are all going to hell. This text is 
often used to explain, to justify particular beliefs 
and in the process exclude people from being 
God’s people. Life abundant for whom? 

 Why have I critiqued all these texts? Because there 
are those who through history, including the 
church, have used these texts for their own selfish 
use and are still doing so today. We need to be 
aware of this abuse because we all have neighbors, 
family members who might interpret these texts 
this way, because we might be tempted to think 
this way. You as a congregation do so much good 
and do care about life abundant for all people.  
However, these texts have been used so some can 
obtain what they believe is life abundant—power—
economic, political, cultural power, more money 
than anyone else, ostentatious life style to show off 
their wealth. That’s not how Jesus lived his life---
where was his wealth, his palaces, his servants.  His 
power was love—love for all people, the poor, the 
sick, the uneducated, the children, the women---
over and over again he showed us what life 
abundant was about. I believe that if Jesus was 
alive today, he would be open to all religions that 
are about love. He would be seeking justice, he 
would be opposed to slavery of any kind, opposed 
to abuse of workers, the sex trade. He’d be fighting 
against any kind of oppression or injustice. I believe 
that Jesus was telling the world that we are to use 
our power, our lives, for good. Live love, not greed. 
Jesus’ words are “I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.” He showed us how. We 
are to be like Jesus. That’s what life abundant is.  
Amen 
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