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I remember a commercial where the couple was 
sitting on the couch—she’s in a princess fairy 
costume, he’s an elf and they’re eating—talking 
about what a great party it had been.  At that 
moment a couple with bad bed hair, in pajamas 
opens the drapes, dumbfounded, as a man in a 
spider costume enters waving around a fondue 
pot. The voice over says—the power of cheese.  
Some people just don’t know when the party’s 
over. Some people want to live from party to 
party, never having to be in the real world.   

We’ve just celebrated Easter—not quite the 
party we’ve had other years. Still great music, a 
few lilies, Amy, Mike and I did process, though 
six feet apart, we did sing alleluias and more.  
But the party’s over folks. Now it’s time to live 
the resurrection—as people transformed by the 
power of God’s love. And the real challenge is to 
do it in the ordinary—well almost the ordinary, 
other than a worldwide pandemic and the 
changes it has brought. However, we still must 
figure out, even in these changed times, how to 
live the resurrection—maybe even more so in 
these different times. Actually, we might have 
more in common with Jesus’ followers who 
were trying to figure out the new normal for 
them. Things had changed, changed a lot for 
them. And the followers, had they changed?   

So, what did they do? Those disciples who were 
there, the ones who knew Jesus personally.  
What had they learned from him about living 
God’s way? What did they do after the party 
was over, after they understood their call to 
ministry? Throughout the Easter season, 
through the lectionary scripture readings from 
the gospels and from Acts, we learn what those 
early believers did and it is our task to interpret 
it for our times.   

Today’s texts are about two people who knew 
Jesus—Thomas and Peter; two men who knew 
each other. Two men who have much to teach 
us about our own faith journeys, for they, like 
us, were not perfect and did not have a perfect 
faith and were living into different times. Yet, 
these two men, like the other men and women 
who surrounded Jesus, despite their 
imperfections, their bumbling’s, their doubts, 
their fears, became the first to share the 
message of God’s love as it was understood in a 
different way through the life and teachings of 
Jesus.  

Peter the fisherman. A hard worker who, 
through the sweat of his brow, supported his 
family. He was called by Jesus to follow him, and 
he did. But at times he blew it. He didn’t always 
get what was going on. The Transfiguration, for 
instance. After this mountain top experience, 
Peter wanted to immortalize this moment by 
building three different monuments. Jesus had 
to remind him that that wasn’t what the 
moment was about, that it was a time of new 
understandings concerning God’s work in the 
world. Jesus was showing the world how to live 
like Moses in freeing the oppressed, and like 
Elijah the prophet, reminding all people of their 
responsibilities to each other. Peter bumbled 
along wanting more glory and honor than he 
deserved (and remember from last week that he 
denied even knowing Jesus).  He lied about his 
relationship with Jesus three times. And he fled 
in fear. 

In today’s Acts reading, what is Peter doing?  It’s 
just 50 days after Easter at what we now call 
Pentecost. He’s preaching eloquently. How did 
he do it? Luke and Acts, it is believed, were 
written by the same author, the same 
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storyteller.  And they were written 40 to 50 
years after the events by an accomplished 
writer. Peter may not have started out 
preaching quite so polished, so eloquently. 

Does it matter? The time frame or whose words 
they were or what actually happened to Peter?  
I don’t think so. I believe what’s important 
about Peter is the example he sets for us. He 
continued on in his ministry, traveling to Rome 
and later killed for his beliefs. We don’t have to 
be perfect either. We don’t have to understand 
everything. We don’t have to be accomplished 
preachers. Like Peter, we are called to be 
faithful—to answer our call to ministry. Like 
Peter, we are each unique and have good 
things, special gifts that are a part of us. Like 
Peter, the challenge is to be the best that we 
can be and to use who we are in God’s ministry.  
Like Peter, we are to deal with our fears, put 
them aside, and move forward knowing that 
God is with us the whole way. Even on those 
days when we’re having a “bad faith day.” 

Thomas had different issues. We all know 
Thomas’ problem. He was a doubter. He lives 
throughout time whenever one accuses another 
of being a Doubting Thomas. Thomas isn’t as 
well-known as Peter; this particular story is 
found only in the gospel of John. Otherwise, in 
the scriptures he’s not mentioned very much—
though there is a Gospel of Thomas that was 
found in the late 1800s and had been read by 
the early Christians until the late 300s. Many of 
the same sayings and stories are found in the 
Gospel of Thomas as are found in Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke. According to tradition, Thomas 
found his way through Persia and to India where 
he preached, and to this day some groups of 
Christians in India trace their beginnings to 
Thomas. Doesn’t sound like much of a doubter 
to me. What happened to him? How did he end 
up such a believer? Again, does it matter so 
much how it happened as that it did happen?  
And maybe Thomas’ value to us is not so much 
that he doubted but that he questioned. Listen 

to this story from a minister in Sydney, Nova 
Scotia. 

“I preached in a downtown church where there 
was a drop-in center for street people. Some of 
them were in the back row rather hung over, 
maybe even quite drunk. Well, I read the part in 
the gospel about Jesus walking on the water and 
one of them stood up and said very loudly, ‘Are 
we supposed to believe that?’ I was quite upset.  
But on the way out of church after the worship 
hour had ended, one of the gray-haired elders 
of the church caught my attention, cocked his 
head in the direction of the drunk and said to 
me, ‘Listen to him.  He’s the only one honest 
enough to ask the question.’”   

I wonder if some of the other disciples who 
gathered long ago in that room with Jesus and 
Thomas, weren’t silently asking the same 
question. But Thomas was the one honest 
enough to ask the question. I would suggest that 
that is what we have to learn from Thomas—
that we can ask the tough questions. Of our 
family members, our friends, a co-worker, 
another student, sitting at a committee 
meeting. How many times have we heard 
someone ask the tough question that we were 
thinking—relieved that the person had asked 
the question? How many times have we been 
the one to do that. And with God, I believe it’s 
okay to wonder, to doubt, to question. And 
rather than be afraid that God won’t like our 
questions, why not do what Thomas did and go 
to the source. Go to God with our questions. It’s 
impossible to keep anything from God—so why 
not be honest? 

If we are honest, if we ask the tough questions, 
we also need to realize that we’re not all going 
to come to the same conclusions, the same 
answers. We certainly haven’t in Christianity. 
Look at all the denominations we have because 
we don’t agree. That’s one of the things I love 
about the United Church of Christ—we don’t 
have to agree. 
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What’s important is that we are free to ask the 
tough questions, to seek answers recognizing 
that we aren’t always going to agree and that 
we aren’t always going to find easy answers.  
But we can be like Thomas and ask the tough 
questions, and I believe that when we do our 
faith grows and our God becomes bigger. It’s 
when we all have to agree that we find the 
smallest God possible. God is more than we can 
ever begin to comprehend, and God is with us in 
the exploration. And we, like Peter and others 
before and after him, are not always going to 
find all the answers. It is impossible. But as we 
explore and ask questions, we begin to be aware 
of all that we don’t know, while at the same 
time God becomes more.   

We are each unique. We each have our own 
gifts, and as we live faithfully, we never know 
what will happen. It’s taking that first step. As 
you know, Iris McGinnis’ dear friend Joyce Olson 
died recently. I believe Iris was open to God’s 
wisdom and love, and saw an opportunity to do 
some good, to use her organizational skills and 
sewing skills and honor her friend’s memory 
with JOMP, the Joyce Olson Mask Project. Iris 
has a friend whose niece is a social worker with 
AVIVO, an organization that works with addicts, 
the homeless, and other vulnerable people. You 
all know this through e-mails etc. And you know 
that 13 people in the church, using their skills, 
time, and resources, have made and given away 
90 masks. AND, more will be collected today 
and more next week.  

Here’s a note from Emily Bastian, Iris, and team:  

THANK YOU!  The masks that you have sewn 
and donated are so very appreciated and have 
been very well received by staff and clients 
alike. Handing them out, people have been 
excited about the unique patterns to the 
fabric. One client even commented that “it is 
fun; they are so different because it represents 
how different we all are.” Another client, while I 
was handing them out, asking me about who 
made them. I was able to share that these were 

donated, and that people volunteered their 
time, materials, and talent to create the masks 
for us. He responded to me that it was “really 
cool to know that people are thinking about us.” 

I echo the sentiments of the two clients 
above. But Emily writes even more: 

“Your kindness, generosity, and talent are 
greatly appreciated! The masks, so far, have 
been given to staff providing treatment services, 
as well as clients in our treatment program. 
With additional masks obtained over the next 
week or so, we will also be able to provide 
masks to those living in our housing programs. 
Also, we look forward to being able to supply 
our outreach team with bags of masks, so that 
they can hand them out to individuals they are 
working with who are living outside! 

Again, we truly appreciate your kindness! 

Emily Bastian  
Vice President, Chemical and Mental Health  
 
Sometimes we know how a question, a 
suggestion, an idea, a reaching out, or 
answering God’s call impacts others and us.  
Often, we don’t know. But faithfulness means 
we keep going. Peter and Thomas and the other 
women and men who followed Jesus didn’t quit.   

Easter Sunday’s sermon was about hope, 
transformation, risk taking, trusting in God.  The 
wind of Hope, the spirit of God, this life-
givingness, this mystery that was breathed into 
Peter as he answered God’s call—is the same 
spirit that was in Jesus. It is the same spirit that 
filled Thomas with faith and hope and sent him 
on his ministry. It is the same spirit that fills us 
as we respond to God’s call, whether it’s to chair 
a committee or make face masks, or teach 
children, or ask tough questions in confirmation, 
or ask the tough questions of the day. It is the 
same spirit we can trust to breathe like a gentle 
summer breeze or like a mighty winter blizzard 
new life into our individual lives and our lives as 
a community of faith. Hope is found as we 
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accept, as we greedily embrace the spirit of 
Christ, knowing that we’ll make mistakes, that 
we’ll doubt, that we’ll have questions, like Peter 
and Thomas; but also that we’ll get it right and 
we can and are part of changing the world for 
the better. And we can trust that God is with us 
in every part of our journey. Especially in the 
ordinary when the party is over. That is the 
resurrection. God is here. Thanks be to God.  
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