
How to Study the Bible for Yourself       November 1, 2020 

“Now the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some will turn away from the 

true faith; they will follow deceptive spirits and teachings that come from demons.”         

1 Timothy 4:1 

“The Bible was not given for our information but for our transformation.” – D.L. Moody 

The Bible is the heart and mind of God and the more you read Scripture, the more you 

will have His heart and mind. The Bible is filled with God’s promises to believers and hope 

for sinners, but if we are not in His Word, then we are missing out on His promises and 

plan for our lives. 

“A thorough knowledge of the Bible is worth more than a college education.”                      

-- Theodore Roosevelt 

 

Purpose of studying scripture: to apply the truth of God’s Word to your life so that when 

you have a decision to make or experience life’s many difficulties you will be prepared to 

respond with the truth and not an alternate philosophy or falsehood. 

 

The key to good Bible studies is learning to ask the right questions.  

Questions to ask of the passage or verse: 

• Is there a sin to confess? 

• Is there a promise to claim? 

• Is there an attitude to change? 

• Is there a command to obey? 

• Is there an example to follow? 

• Is there a prayer to pray? 

• Is there an error to avoid? 

• Is there a truth to believe? 

• Is there something to praise God for? 
 
And the result of a good Bible study is applying what you learned to your life. 

Application point needs to be  

• Personal: I need to… 

• Practical: I need to lose some weight. 

• Possible: I need to lose 10 pounds. 

• Provable: I need to lose 10 pounds before the end of next month. 



Dear God, please help me set aside everything I think I know about myself, my 
relationships, my hurts, my purpose in this life and especially about you dear God so that I 
might have an open mind and a new experience with all these things. Please help me to 
see the truth. 
 
 
Thematic/Topical Bible Study Method 
 
In this method you use another familiar set of questions to determine what theme or 
topic you want to study. The questions are What? Why? When? How? Where? Who? 
 
Once you’ve decided your topic you then choose no more than 5 questions you are going 
to ask of the passages you study based on the topic/theme you’ve chosen. I would 
suggest picking 5 of the questions listed above or you could formulate your 5 questions 
from the list we just discussed under this method; what, why, when, how, where, who? 
 
Step One: Choose the theme/topic you will study 
 
Step two: Decide on the questions you will ask. 
 
Step three: list the verses you find to study 
 
Step four: Ask your questions of each reference 
 
Step five: Draw some conclusions from your study 
 
Step six: Write your personal application  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thematic/Topical Study Form 

Topic: 

List of References: 

 

 

Questions to ask: 

 

 

Answers to Questions: 

Reference: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 

 

Conclusions: 

 

 

 

 

 

Application: 


