
How to Study the Bible for Yourself       October 18, 2020 
 
“Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give 

us hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled.” 
Romans 15:4 

 
Study helps… 
 
Study Bible: these Bibles are designed with lots of additional information to help you 
understand the Bible like cross-references, commentary and a concordance in the back. 
There are many different types of study Bibles available today. The Life Application Study 
Bible or the Parallel Study Bible are a couple examples and they usually come in different 
translations. Helpful hint: buy one with print large enough you can read easily. 
 
Different translations… 
 
Commentary: A book(s) written by a single Bible scholar or group of scholars offering 
explanatory notes and interpretations on the text of a particular Bible book or section. 
It’s purpose is to explain and interpret the meaning of Biblical messages by analyzing the 
words used, background, introduction, grammar and syntax and relation of that 
particular passage or book to the rest of the Bible. Don’t allow a commentary to be your 
study of scripture, let them enhance your study of scripture. 
 
Concordance: An alphabetical list of all words used in the Bible and their locations; 
chapter and verse. My favorite concordance is Biblegateway.com 
 
Bible Dictionary: Explains many of the words, topics, customs, and traditions in the Bible 
as well as giving historical, geographical and archeological information. Background 
material is also often given for each book of the Bible and short biographies for the major 
people in the Bible. 
 
Bible handbook: This tool is a combination of a Bible dictionary and a commentary in 
concise form. They give background notes and a brief running commentary and includes 
maps, charts, archeological notes and many other helpful facts. Usually arranged by 
books of the Bible. 
 
A great place to look for and buy a study Bible or any other Bible study resources is on 
Christianbook.com 
 
Online resources: tips.translation.Bible 



The Chapter Summary Method of Bible Study 
 
This method is the next step after the devotion/meditation study method because you 
usually examine a larger portion of scriptures and therefore concern yourself with more 
information. 
 

Chapter Summary Form 
 

Chapter _________________________    Date ________________ 
 
1. Caption 
 
 
2. Contents 
 
 
3. Chief People 
 
 
4. Choice Verse 
 
 
5. Crucial word(s) 
 
 
6. Challenges (Difficulties I need to study) 
 
 
7. Cross-references 
 
 
8. Christ-seen 
 
 
9. Central lesson(s) 
 
 
10. Conclusion (personal application) 


