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Please join us in prayer during this important 
time of transition in our church family. We 
especially invite you to join us this week as 
we fast from the many competing voices in 

our media feeds and devote ourselves to 
praying for one another and for our new 

pastor. Please use these thoughts from our 
church family to guide you as you pray. 
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Day One 
 
Vendy and I first came to the Reedsport Church of God almost 50 years 
ago. In that time, we’ve had six senior pastors and quite a few associate 
and youth pastors. Vendy and I have both at various times served in 
church leadership roles and on pastoral search committees. 

This time, as the church searches for a new senior (or lead) pastor, 
neither of us is in any kind of official role. Like most of the members of 
the congregation, our role in this process is to pray and wait. 

And it is that waiting that is perhaps the most difficult part. Questions 
are certain to pop into our heads: Will we like the new pastor? Will he 
like us? Will the church continue to grow… or stay the same… or change 
a lot… or become smaller? Will the things we love about the church 
remain? 

It is human nature to wonder about such things, even to worry or grow 
anxious about such questions. It is our nature—may I say perhaps our 
sinful nature—to let such questions gnaw at us. By nature, we want to 
be in control; we want answers. Our modern culture demands that we 
be in control of our own destiny, without delay. Whenever there is a 
street protest, what is the common chant? “What do we want? (Fill in 
the blank.) When do we want it? NOW!” 

But guess what? We are not in control of much of anything. If we have 
learned anything during this time of pandemic, it is that our human 
plans count for little. Most people have a very hard time accepting this 
simple truth. They want to be in control. But as Christians, we know 
who is in control of… everything! And that, of course, is God. He made 
this world. He knows exactly how it works, what has happened, and 
what will happen. Everything that is or will be is exactly as He planned 
it. 

So we know: we must not worry. We must not try to push the process 
along to a conclusion that we think it should reach. What we must do is 
wait—wait for the Lord to reveal what He wants. Wait upon the Lord. 
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God loves us. God loves His Church. God has important work that He 
wants to perform through us and this little branch of His greater Church, 
and He will provide the tools and means by which we can serve Him, if 
we will have the patience to wait for His direction. His answer will come. 
It may come soon, or it may be a while longer. Whichever, if we wait 
patiently for His answer and then obey, we will be greatly blessed, and 
God’s Kingdom will be strengthened. 

—Wes Lockard 

 

 

Prayer focus: 

 Wait patiently for God’s direction. 

Psalm 27:14: Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for 
the Lord. 

Prayer: Lord, give us the patience to wait for your direction, the wisdom 
to understand it, and the self-control to obey your will and not our own. 
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Day Two 
 

When I was first asked to contribute to this prayer guide, my initial 
thoughts were to encourage everyone to pray for our future pastor, that 
this person would be prepared and ready to serve our congregation. 
However, as I was preparing, I felt a different focus. 

The past 19 months have been full of challenges and change. For some 
it might be hard to believe that we’ve been navigating these times for 
that long, but for me it’s been easy to track time because my son, Ira, is 
19 months old. He was born just before Covid-19 shifted from rumor to 
reality, with all the ensuing changes. 

Sometimes it can be easy to celebrate change, like a child’s first steps or 
first words, both of which I have had the joy of experiencing this past 
year. At the same time, it can be difficult to understand and embrace 
change, like my four-year-old Ansel who is now learning to share his 
beloved cars with his little brother. As Ansel is learning to share, he 
can’t understand the future benefit. But as his parent, my goal is to 
encourage and foster the bond between my children by helping them 
develop self-control and care for one another—and ultimately, for them 
to grow in love understanding of one other. 

For me personally, this year of change has given me an opportunity to 
examine and study what it means to model myself after Jesus and to 
pursue Christlikeness. It’s been a chance to examine the theology I 
inherited growing up in church. I’ve had time to explore spiritual 
disciplines, an internal reworking and growth to affect the way I 
externally interact with the world surrounding me. Similar to the desire 
for my children, I am also seeking to grow in love and understanding of 
those around me. 

Kaitlyn Schiess writes: 

Spiritual disciplines are practices for a community to reform its 
life together, to individually practice the story that we tell 
corporately, to put in place habits and postures that make every 
area of our lives look more like the shape of the kingdom of God 
we proclaim together in worship. 
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My prayer is for our church to grow, not numerically but deeper in our 
understanding of the character of Jesus and what it means to live in 
community with one another. 

In Reflections on the Psalms, C.S. Lewis writes: 

When we carry out our "religious duties" we are like people 
digging channels in a waterless land, in order that when at last 
water comes, it may find them ready. 

There is no doubt that with a new pastor, things will change. Some 
changes will be easy to embrace, and others we might not understand. 
By embracing and practicing spiritual disciplines now, we as a 
congregation are preparing ourselves to welcome the work of the Holy 
Spirit and the potential changes coming our way. 

—Annie Sargent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer focus: 

 That we would grow deeper as a church body in our 
understanding of the character of Jesus. 

 That we would be prepared to embrace change. 

Colossians 3:12-16: Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, 
you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each other’s 
faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord 
forgave you, so you must forgive others. Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony.    
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Day Three 
 

All day long I study languages in some form or other. Then each 
afternoon, my dogs take me for a walk on the beach where I feast on 
God’s beauty and creativity. It’s a balance between the head and the 
heart, the intellect and emotion. During this week of prayer and fasting, 
I would like to encourage each of us to take a close look at how we 
engage both our minds and our hearts when we pray to God.  

As English speakers, we address God in our prayers as "you." But many 
other languages use two or more different forms of "you"—French has 
tu and vous, Spanish uses usted and tu, and German uses du and Sie. In 
each language, you would use the first "you" when you speak to a 
person you're familiar with, and the second for a person you don't know 
well or who has a higher status.  

Greek—the original language of the New Testament—doesn’t have this 
differentiation, but some Bible translators felt it was unnatural and 
confusing to ignore this distinction that they use in everyday speech, 
one that’s so important to understanding social connections. One of 
these Bible translations is Tuvan, a language in south-central Siberia.  

To understand and convey the different “yous” properly, Tuvan 
translators have to analyze the social standing of the main characters in 
each situation to make decisions about how to translate. 

For example, in Tuvan, angels always speak to people with the formal 
“you” to show them respect. John the Baptist addresses Jesus with a 
formal “you” to point out that the respect he has for Jesus is more 
important than the fact that he is also a cousin. On the other hand, 
when John criticizes Herod for his moral shortcomings, he uses the 
familiar—and in this case, derogatory—pronoun, even though Herod is 
a king. 

Jesus' disciples speak to him during his ministry with the formal address. 
This is to be expected because Jesus is their teacher, and we expect 
disciples to address their teacher with respect. Surprisingly, Jesus 
speaks to his disciples in the same way, showing his attitude of respect 
toward them as well.  
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But here’s what I find compelling: After the resurrection, his followers 
speak to Jesus in the Tuvan translation with the informal "you," 
indicating a new intimacy to their risen Lord and Savior—a new level of 
friendship, of relationship, of tender closeness that exists because of 
Jesus’ sacrifice on their behalf.  

These are important questions for us during this week of prayer: How 
do you speak to Jesus when you pray? Would you be more likely to 
address him with a sense of distance, as to royalty, or with a feeling of 
intimacy, as to a personal savior? As you speak and listen to God today, 
focus on praying to him with words that help to capture this sense of 
intimacy.  

—Jost Zetzsche 

 

Prayer Focus: 

 Speak to God with words of intimacy like you would use with 
friend.  

 Like a conversation with a friend, take time to listen. 
 

1 John 3:1: See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his 
children, and that is what we are! 
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Day Four 
 

The ways of this world have been unsteadying for most of us over the 
last couple years. Then the news came that we would be searching for a 
new pastor, and my heart sank. Many questions ran through my mind: 

 How would our church continue to thrive? 

 How would I tell my children who had just lost their earthly 
father? 

 How would we possibly replace our beloved pastor, one who so 
many knew like a family member?   

As important as these questions are, my thoughts always lead me to 
simply trust the plan. Let us not just pray for the right person to come, 
but for our own hearts to be searched and open, ready to receive a new 
pastor. Let us know that God already has someone chosen and allow us 
to receive that person with open arms. Pray not because we are asked 
to do so, but with a joyful heart and mindful intent.   

—Christina Crockett   
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Prayer focus: 

 Pray that our hearts will be searched and open and ready to 
receive a new pastor. 

 Prayer with a joyful heart and mindful intent. 
 

Psalm 32:8: The Lord says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for 
your life. I will advise you and watch over you.” 

Isaiah 43:18-19: “But forget all that—it is nothing compared to what I 
am going to do. For I am about to do something new. See, I have already 
begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness. 
I will create rivers in the dry wasteland.” 

Romans 12:1-2: And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to 
give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be 
a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly 
the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the 
way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is 
good and pleasing and perfect. 

Philippians 4:6-8: Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has 
done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we 
can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live 
in Christ Jesus. And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix 
your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and 
lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy 
of praise. 
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Day Five 
 

As I sit here wondering what God has planned for us—and what I can do 
to “fix” this situation—I’m remined of several things. One, I can’t “fix” 
everything. Two, I don’t need to fix everything. And finally, God has 
everything under control. 

I’m reminded of a situation a few years ago when I was leading a men’s 
retreat down at Lake Bradley. Over the weekend we were discussing 
various addictions and bad habits that we all wanted to be free of. We 
agreed that it seemed as soon as we’d “give it to God,” we’d reach up 
and take it back. “Never mind, I’ve got this,” we’d say, and we’d be right 
back at it again.  

Well, we weren’t in a burn ban season, so I went to the beach ahead of 
the men and started a very large bonfire. The walk to the beach was 
about half a mile long, through some thick gorse. It was dark and very 
hard to see where we were going. I asked each man to pick up a piece of 
firewood as they walked one at a time down the trail to the beach. If 
they got off the trail, the gorse was quick to remind them that they had 
strayed off the path.  

During their walk, I asked them to pray, letting the firewood represent 
the addiction or bad habit they wanted to give to God. Once they 
arrived at the end of the trail, the huge bonfire cast warmth and light all 
over the beach, and I asked each man to throw his “log” or addiction 
into the fire.  

After everyone had arrived and tossed their “log” in the fire, we prayed, 
sang a few songs, and then I asked this question: “Who wants to reach 
in and take back your bad habit?” No one. Big surprise? Nope. It was 
clear: When the temptation comes to “reach in and pick up your log 
again,” we need to think about having to reach into the fire to get it 
back and how much damage that’s going to cause. 

Where am I going with this prayer devotion? Just this. In our lives, we 
often work so hard to fix things, to correct what we think needs 
corrected, and to just generally make things right. But here’s what we 
forget: GOD’S GOT THIS!  
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Our job is to be still and rely on His leading and plan. God has a plan—
not only a plan, but He has already chosen our next senior pastor. We 
need to pray for the ability to see His choice, for a mindset in all of us to 
remember: “Not my will but Yours.” Give it to God and let Him show us 
who this is. Don’t try to take it back and “find them” on our own. 

—Rob Wright 
 

 

 

Prayer focus: 

 Give your burdens, anxieties, and need to “fix” this situation to 
the Lord. 

 

Matthew 11:8-30: Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are 

weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and gentle at heart, 

and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, and the 

burden I give you is light.” 

1 Peter 5:7: Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about 

you.  
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Day Six 
 

When Pastor Allen left. I didn't know how we would ever be able to 

replace him, but thankfully, God brought us Ancil. Now I wonder how 

we will ever replace Ancil!  

As the search for a new pastor continues, I know that without hope, 

faith, and prayer, we won't make any meaningful progress. The 

responsibility belongs not only to our dedicated pulpit committee, but 

to all of us as a church family. While there truly is no replacement for 

Pastor Allen nor Pastor Ancil, one thing remains true: God is the head of 

our church, regardless of the custodian. 

Milton Berle once said, “A committee is a group that keeps minutes and 
loses hours.” Isn't that the truth? In fact, "committee" is derived from 
the word "commit." An interesting fact is that the term "committee" is 
defined as a group of people who make decisions on behalf of the 
parent body. As the pulpit committee is truly "committed" to 
winnowing the list of applicants to a qualified finalist, we can show 
appreciation and support through prayer, with hope and faith.  

Jeremiah 29:11 says, ‘“For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.’” This is a very good thing to remember as we ponder 
hope, faith, and prayer. As hope is empty without faith, the two are 
essential for the future of our church and in choosing the final candidate 
for pastor. Hope can be defined as an expectation of a certain outcome, 
while faith is what we trust to be true. Faith is the foundation of hope, 
while prayer is essential to the outcome.  

Hebrews 3:6 tells us that “...Christ is faithful as the Son over God's 
house. And we are His house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence 
and the hope in which we glory.” In so many ways, we are reminded 
that no matter where we are, what we do, or in what peril or joy we 
find ourselves, God is the Head, has always been, and will be always. He 
is the reason for our hope, and in Him our faith will prevail as we 
prayerfully contemplate the future of our church. 
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—Denise Kiesow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer focus: 

 Along with the pulpit committee, commit yourself to prayer for 
our new lead pastor that is infused with faith and hope.  

 Reaffirm that Christ is the true Head of our church, and He is 
leading us on this journey. 

 

Hebrews 3:6: ...Christ is faithful as the Son over God's house. And we 

are His house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope 

in which we glory.  

Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future.”   
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Day Seven 
 

When our family moved to Reedsport five years ago, we knew we 
wanted to find a church home. With this being our first adventure 
seeking out a family church in our new community, we knew what we 
wanted and needed for our family to grow spiritually. We prayed for the 
right church, a pastor who would teach us and lead us, a great worship 
service, and a place for our young daughters to grow in their faith over 
the coming years.  

As a military family, it is sometimes difficult to set down roots, but when 
we came to Reedsport Church of God, we soon found ourselves planting 
the seeds to be a part of this community and church body. Pastor Allen 
quickly welcomed us and made us feel like we had been a part of the 
church for years rather than minutes! As we listened to his teachings 
and met more people in the church, we knew we had found a place to 
grow in our spiritual journeys.  

When Pastor Allen announced that he was going back to his home 
church, we had already planted roots into the church and committed 
ourselves to praying and welcoming a new pastor who would imprint 
themselves just as Pastor Allen did on our community and church 
members over the years. Jesse joined the church Transition Team to 
help lead our church in the direction we want to head with our new 
pastor.  

Our spiritual growth has deepened under the guidance of Pastor Ancil 
as we seek out a new leader for our church and our community. We 
know that God has a pastor for us who will begin planting many seeds 
that will grow into roots for members of our community, just as he did 
for us five years ago when stepped into faith and walked through the 
doors of Reedsport Church of God.  

—Jesse and Sara Dean 
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Prayer focus: 

 Pray for the right person to hear the call as our lead pastor, one 
who will help families like ours make Reedsport Church of God a 
special place where we can grow spiritually, will teach us and 
guide us, will help us all strengthen our relationships with Jesus, 
and will build up a church body that is united in welcoming 
others into the Kingdom of God. 

 Pray for our pulpit committee as they prayerfully search for the 
right person to lead us.  

Acts 14:27: And when they came arrived and gathered the church 
together, they declared all that God had done with them, and how he 
had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles 

Romans 15:7: Therefore, welcome one another as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God. 

  



 


