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Daily Devotional 

October 26-30 
All-Out Love: With All My Strength 

DAY ONE | Loving God with all my strength means having complete confidence  
that God can do absolutely ANYTHING through my life.  

“For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.”  
—Paul in Philippians 4:13 (NLT) 

DAY TWO | Loving God with all my strength means having complete confidence  
that I can do absolutely NOTHING without the power of Christ.  

“Your strength must come from the Lord’s mighty power within you.”   
—Paul in Ephesians 6:10 (TLB) 

Wait a second: we just established that we can do EVERYTHING through Christ—now we’re 
saying that we can do NOTHING? Christians tend to gravitate to one or the other of these 
statements. Either we easily believe the first and perhaps struggle with pride in the process, or, 
more likely, we know we’re weak and flawed and may doubt we can do much of anything for 
God. But with both statements, the key is the power of Christ.  
• Read John 15:1-8. What’s Jesus saying with this analogy? What other metaphors might he 

have used if he were teaching this truth in the 21st century? According to Jesus’ teaching, 
how do we tap into the power of Christ?  

• In Colossians 1:29, Paul says, “I work and struggle so hard, depending on Christ’s mighty 
power that works within me.” What’s the connection between our labor and Jesus’ power? 
Does Jesus do the work or do we? 

• In your time of prayer today, meditate on your connection to Jesus. Are you connected to 
the Vine? Is there an area of your life where you need to renew that connection and your 
dependence on Jesus’s power? Talk to God about it.  

For the last three weeks, we’ve been studying what Jesus meant in Mark 12:30 when he told us 
to love God with “all our heart” (FEELING), “all our mind” (THINKING), and “all our soul” (BEING). 
This week we come to his final component of all-out love: “all our strength” (DOING).  
• What’s your honest response to Paul’s claim in Philippians 4:13 (above)? Does it seem 

realistic? unattainable? arrogant? a blank check for attaining anything? Why or why not? 
• Read Jesus’ statement in 14:8-14. How does this add to your understanding or confusion? 
These are difficult statements to understand, but the great truth of the Bible is that God can do 
great things through ordinary people. Jesus, though he was God’s Son, was a single person; as 
the Church, we are mobilized throughout the world to do God’s work using his unlimited 
resources, immeasurable ability, and incomparable power—the same power that raised Jesus 
from the dead (Ephesians 1:18-20)! 
• Assess your self-image based on Paul’s statement in Philippians 4:13. Ask God to show you 

how he wants to work through you, and tell him you are willing to do it. 
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DAY FIVE | Loving God with all my strength means taking action.  
“What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith  

but don’t show it by your actions?”  
—James 4:14 (NLT) 

• In Mark 12:30, Jesus said, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
all your mind, and all your strength.”  

We all probably lean toward one of these modes—feeling, thinking, being, or doing—more than 
the other as we approach God, but Jesus stressed that we need to be all-in on each of these. 
• Your go-to approach to life is probably also your default way of loving God. What’s yours? 

Are you more intellectual? More emotional? Willful? Where do you naturally land?  
• Which of these is your weak spot? Do you need to share your emotions more as you speak 

with God? Do you need to meditate on scripture and let it soak into you? Do you need to 
make decisions based on God’s word, letting your unique personality shine forth as you love 
God? Do you need to get out there and put your faith into action (James 4:14, above), making 
LOVE DOES your motto?  

• Commit to working on one of these areas as you love God more fully. Ask him to help you. 

DAY FOUR | Loving God with all my strength means that 
my weakness becomes God’s strength at the point of my faithfulness.  

“So let’s not get tired of doing what is good.  
At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.”  

—Paul in Galatians 6:9 (NLT) 

One description trending now is “COVID fatigue.” It’s real and it’s strong. We’re tired of being 
cooped up, tired of being careful, tired of being uncertain. Physicians agree that intense stress 
and prolonged stress can have severe effects on our mental and physical health. Many of us are 
especially exhausted right now with the addition of political disagreements and uncertainty. 
But even in the midst of that fatigue, God calls us to faithfulness, to persistence, to 
perseverance.  
• Read Galatians 6:9 (above). What are you tired of today? What faithful actions can you take 

today to allow God’s strength to shine through you, even when your strength is minimal? 
Ask God for the strength to keep the faith and take those steps, even when you’re tired. 

DAY THREE | Loving God with all my strength means understanding  
how my weaknesses become God’s strength.  

“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power  
is from God and not from us.”  
—Paul in 2 Corinthians 4:7 (NIV) 

The Bible is refreshingly full of deeply flawed “heroes,” whom God uses through their weakness. 
• Review—or read for the first time!—the adventurous story of Gideon in Judges 6 and 7. What 

is ironic about the way the angel addresses Gideon in Judges 6:12? Was Gideon the typical 
hero? How does God show his strength through Gideon’s obvious weaknesses? What 
ingredients does he use for the military victory? 

• Paul alludes to God’s triumph through Gideon’s weakness by referring to “this treasure in 
jars of clay” in 2 Corinthians 4:7 (above). What are your jars of clay—your fragile or weak 
spots? How might God use those for victory? Offer them up to him today. 


