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 Devotional/Small Group Study Guide 
November 23-27 

Generosity Is Love in Action, Part 4 

ONE | Radical generosity impacts eternity.  
“As the Scriptures say, ‘They share freely and give generously to the poor.  

Their good deeds will be remembered forever.’”  
—Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:9 

TWO | Radical generosity makes me more like Jesus.  
“He will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in 

you. Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous.”  
—Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:10-11a  

Pastor Rick Warren likes to say, “God is a giver, and we are never more like him than when we give.”  
 Read Philippians 2:5-8. How did Jesus demonstrate radical generosity? 
Here’s a true example of a similar kind of sacrificial generosity: 
“It’s been ten years since my best friend became ill and needed a kidney transplant. As I was a fitting 
donor, I chose to donate one of my healthy kidneys to her even after doctors said her chance of 
survival was only 25%, and that there would be inherent risks to my health as well. But here I am on a 
Saturday afternoon, getting ready to drive to her wedding venue where, in just a few short hours, I 
will be her maid of honor as she marries the love of her life – a man whom she happened to meet at 
the hospital ten years ago.” 
 Have you experienced the “great harvest” in response to your sacrificial generosity that Paul 

talks about in 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 (above)? Ask him where he would like you to invest your 
resources this week for his glory. 

This week we want to get really practical about how we can practice radical generosity—how we 
can be kind, selfless, and giving to others.  
 As we begin this week of Thanksgiving, read Paul’s instructions on generosity in 2 Corinthians  

9:6-15. According to Paul, what kind of impact does our generosity have on eternity?  In what 
ways might generosity outlive the generous acts and those who do them? 

Here’s a true story of everyday generosity with long-term impact: “On my way home from work 
today I stopped on the side of the road to help an elderly man who was struggling to change a flat 
tire on his car. He turned out to be the firefighter who pulled my whole family out of our burning 
four-story apartment unit when I was a kid. Even though I hadn’t seen him in nearly 30 years, it only 
took me a few seconds to recognize him. We chatted about it for awhile, and then as soon and I had 
the spare tire secured on his car, we looked at each other, shook hands for a prolonged moment 
and said, ‘Thank you,’ simultaneously.” 
 Whose generosity has made the biggest long-term impact on your life? What acts of generosity 

is God calling you to today that will make an ongoing impact on eternity? 
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FIVE | Radical generosity develops loving relationships.  
“And they will pray for you with deep affection  

because of the overflowing grace God has given to you.”  
—Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:14 

It’s no secret that many relationships have been strained recently due to political differences and a 
generally contentious environment. We all long for more loving relationships. Paul contends in 2 
Corinthians 9:14 (above) that one way to restore and strengthen relationships is through radical 
generosity. Here’s a true story that exemplifies this truth: 
“It’s been six months since I totaled my car. I’ve been in and out of the hospital a lot ever since with 
severe back pain. Although the pain has begun to subside, my recovery forced me to use all my sick 
time and vacation time for the year. But this morning my boss, who is usually ‘all business’ and 
pretty hard on everyone, called me into her office and told me she talked with HR and donated five 
days of her own unused vacation time to me so I would still get paid when I go out of town to visit 
my family for Christmas.” 
 What relationships are strained in your life? How can you reach out with generosity—of time, 

money, or energy—to heal and restore those relationships? Ask God for grace to do that. 

FOUR | Radical generosity causes thanksgiving to God.  
“And when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.  

So two good things will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in 
Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to God.”  

—Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:11b-12 

Another true story: “We live in a lower-middle-class neighborhood. My wife was just diagnosed with 
breast cancer last week, so my 14-year-old son decided that he wanted to raise money to help pay 
for some of her medical expenses. His idea was to go door to door around the neighborhood with 
hair clippers and let people shave a part of his head for a small donation of their choosing. He asked 
me whether a $100 goal would be too much. I told him not to get his hopes up. He came back home 
ten minutes ago with a bald head and $1,225. Three people gave him $100 bills.” 
 What would the impact of this generosity have been on the teenage son? On the relationships 

among the neighbors? How can you generously give to your neighborhood this Thanksgiving? 

THREE | Radical generosity proves my love for the Lord.  
“As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them and to all believers 

will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ.”  
—Paul in 2 Corinthians 9:13 

We may often think of radical generosity in terms of money or dramatic acts of self-sacrifice, but 
often generosity is played out in smaller, less visible acts of obedience (see 2 Corinthians 9:13 above) 
that reveal our love for God. Here’s another true-life example: 
“Tonight, at the local convenience store where I work, an elderly man with a guide dog came in, 
went to the aisle with the greetings cards, picked up a card, held it up really close to his face, and 
struggled to read it. Just as I was about to walk over to help him, a big truck driver asked him if he 
needed assistance reading, and then proceeded to read him almost every single greeting card out 
loud until the elderly man smiled and said, ‘That’s perfect!  My wife will love that one!’” 
 How can generosity to other people prove your love for God? What are simple, tangible ways of 

proving that love today through your interactions with the people you meet? 


