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ONE | Jesus calls us to “Go, fish!” 
Jesus called out to them, “Come, be my disciples, and I will show you how to fish for people!” 

—Matthew 4:19 (NLT)   

• What was your most memorable fishing experience, either personal or vicarious? What 
made it memorable? The size of the fish? The natural elements? The difficulty or beauty or 
adrenaline rush of the experience? 

Living here on the Oregon coast, we’re familiar with fishing imagery. We can at least follow 
along with conversations about bait and tackle, licenses and limits, seasons and success rates. 
That’s a huge advantage as we examine Jesus’ invitation to make us “fishers of people.” 
• Read the account of how Jesus calls his first disciples in Matthew 4:17-22. Why would Jesus 

use fishing imagery to issue his call? Was it effective for his original audience? How does it 
transfer to us today? What does it mean to “fish for people”? Does the analogy disturb you in 
any way? Why or why not? 

• Does it sound like Jesus was saying the disciples would automatically be good fishers of 
people? How do you understand the process? 

• As you pray, let God know your willingness to “fish for people.” Ask him to show you how it’s 
done, and then follow his lead. 

TWO | Fishing requires going where the fish are. 
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,  

“Now go out where it is deeper and let down your nets, and you will catch many fish.” 
— Luke 5:4 (NLT) 

Jesus has given us a license to fish, yet apparently many of us have stuffed that license in our 
Bibles and failed to take it out and use it. But we are called to be fishers of people, not keepers 
of the aquarium. 
• Read Luke 5:1-11. Had Simon and his crew caught no fish because they hadn’t worked hard 

enough? What was the problem? 
Pastor Ancil told the story on Sunday of a famous fishing village situated on a great lake. The 
villagers were fishing specialists; they had researched fishing around the world and had all the 
latest equipment, but they had never caught a single fish from their own lake. 
• How does this story relate to life as a Christian in a church? How would you evaluate our 

own church’s fishing expertise? Is it theoretical, or are we experiencing practical success? 
Are we going where the fish are? What could we change about the location of our fishing? 

• Where are the “fish” God has put in your life? Are you regularly going where the fish are? 
What changes can you make in your habits and relationships that would ensure your 
immersion among unbelievers who need to know the good news of Jesus? 
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FIVE |  Fishing for people completely changes the “fish’s” life. 
For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart  

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
— Paul in Romans 10:9 (NLT) 

Here’s where our fishing analogy stumbles. Fish caught by literal fishermen are dead; “fish” 
“caught” by Jesus’ “fishers of people” receive eternal life!  
• Read Romans 10:9 (above). What does “saved” mean in non-religious language? What would 

“saved” mean for your non-Christian neighbor? Saved from what? Saved for what? 
We may be so reluctant to offend that we have forgotten what salvation actually means. Alvin 
Reed of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary says, “Most lost people are more amazed at 
our silence than offended by our message.” Our message is of life-and-death importance! 
Silence in the face of these consequences is deadly and the ultimate unkindness. 
• In non-churchy language, how would you explain the difference Jesus has made in your life? 

Consider writing down your testimony so you are ready to explain your hope to those five 
people you are praying for. 

FOUR | Fishing for people can happen anywhere there are “fish.” 
And this time their nets were so full they began to tear! A shout for help brought their partners 

in the other boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking. 
— Luke 5:6-7 (NLT) 

Charles Waterman said, “Most of the world is covered by water. A fisherman's job is simple: 
Pick out the best parts.” In Christian terms, Pastor Ancil described those “best parts” like this: 
“The mission field starts where our toes end.” Statistics reveal that our unchurched population 
in Reedsport and surrounding areas is right around 89%. This means that 5,778 of our 
neighbors—the people we live and shop and play with—have nowhere to turn for forgiveness, 
meaning and purpose, unconditional love, and hope for the future. 
• What would it look like to “throw our nets” overboard in our daily areas of influence? How 

can we best reach our 5,778 unchurched neighbors? 
• Write down the names of at least five neighbors, co-workers, friends, and family members 

who need to know Jesus. Pray for opportunities to cast them your net of good news. 

THREE | Fishing for people sometimes requires adjusting methods and equipment. 
“Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing.  

But if you say so, we’ll try again.” 
— Luke 5:5 (NLT) 

Anyone who’s been alive for a while sees it: our world is changing at breakneck speed. And 
while the essential message of Jesus does not change, the way we communicate it must 
change to speak effectively to those who need to hear it. 
• How did you first hear about Jesus? Who told you? Where were you? Is this method of 

communicating about Jesus still effective today? Why or why not?  
• How do we need to change our fishing methods for this time? What are we doing in our 

church that has become ineffective for today’s culture? What might be more effective? 
• Get out a piece of paper and write out some specific methods that have become outdated 

for sharing Jesus. Now write what you think would be most effective today. Share the ideas 
with your small group and church leadership. 


