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The finale of the first act of the Broadway musical, Wicked, has the 
characters Glinda and Elphaba singing the hit song, Defying Gravity. 
Elphaba has learned that the Wizard of Oz isn’t the heroic figure she 
had believed him to be. Suddenly Elphaba has a new insight into 
what her life and her gifts can do in her new-found freedom from the 
boundaries and stigmas that people put on her. In the song, Elphaba 
sings: 
 

Something has changed within me 
Something is not the same 

I'm through with playing by the rules 
Of someone else's game… 

 

…It's time to try defying gravity 
I think I'll try defying gravity 
And you can't pull me down 

 

The call of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to a life of faith is a call to defy 
gravity. It is a call to be raised in Christ to a new life centered in and 
aligned with Jesus Christ. It is a call to no longer play life by the rules 

and messages of our society and culture. 
 

Sometimes the rules of the game tell us to be afraid of not having enough because you are the 
only one you can count on for your future. 
 

Sometimes the rules of the game are to accumulate more and more. 
 

Rev. Tom Berlin, in his book, Defying Gravity, writes, “Along with items we don’t currently have, 
our wants include things we already have but would like to improve. A newer car, a faster comput-
er, a larger home, a flatter TV, a designer blouse or suit – all of these items could be found on our 
want list. The longer the list, the more financial gravity exerts its pull.” 
 

Make no mistake, consumption, avarice, materialism, and fear exert a pow-
erful pull on us and the choices we make with our wealth and resources. 
 

But the authors of the Bible tell us that to live the life that we were created 
by God to live, we need to break free of the pull of fear, accumulitis and av-
arice. We have to resist the rules of someone else’s game. We need to defy 
gravity. 
 

Our message series during the first four weeks of October will help us begin 
the practice of defying gravity so that we can soar about the things that pull 
us down and prevent us from living, by faith, the life that God had created 
us to live.     
                                                         (continued on next page) 
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F e n t o n  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Mainspring 
Join us for worship on 
Sunday morning as we 
seek to align our lives 
with God’s purposes. 

 
Traditional Worship  
9:30 AM, Sanctuary 

 
Contemporary Worship 

11:05 AM, FLC 
 

Live-streamed on  
Facebook & Website 

 
Barrier free facilities 

 
Nursery available 

9:30 & 11:05 
Infant to 4 years 

 
Lakeshore Kids 

9:30 
K-5th grade 



 

www.fentonumc.com 

A Note From Pastor Jeff  (continued from front page) 
 
I am asking you to take some time to pray and talk with your family about what percentage of your income 
you hope to give to God through Fenton United Methodist Church in 2023. These might be questions for 
your discernment: 
 

What might people tell about me by looking at my checkbook or credit card statements? 
Does my giving reflect a growing faith in God’s love, goodness and generosity? 
How strong is the gravitational pull of the things I want? 
How much does how I use my wealth align with God’s purposes? 

 

I hope that you will join us for worship in October, either in-person or online, as we learn how we can defy 
gravity, and break free of the culture of more. 
 

And, as always, I am proud to be… 
With you on the journey, 

 

 
Kids Hope USA 

One Child, One Hour, One Church, One School 
A Child Needs You! 

 
What is Kids Hope?  A mentor from our church is matched up with a child who is 
considered at risk, for many different reasons.  It builds caring relationships that 
can make a lasting impact on a child to know that someone cares enough to 
spend a half hour to one hour a week with just them.  Every mentor/child team 
has a prayer partner. Prayer is the backbone of Kids Hope! 

  
Why do we need Kids Hope in our schools?   Every child needs to know they are loved and valu-
able and that someone cares about them.  The teachers and staff care and love their students, 
but there is not enough time in the day for them to spend extra, one-on-one time with those 
who need extra attention and help.   
 
Fenton UMC/Tomek Eastern Elementary:  Our church became a Kids Hope church in 2011 in 
partnership with TEE, under the direction of Judy Leek (Director) and Laurie Isenberg (school li-
aison/student-mentor match maker).  The first year we had 25 students, 25 mentors and 25 
prayer partners.  We are beginning our 11th year with Tomek, but the last 2 years we were Covid 
restricted!  Laurie and teachers are already thinking of kids who will benefit from having a 
KIDS HOPE mentor. 
 

Will you pray about becoming a KIDS HOPE MENTOR? 
A Mentor training is being planned for Wednesday, September 28th at 3:00 PM, Library 

 
If you would like more info about KHUSA go to wwwkidshopeusa.org 
 
Please feel free to contact me: Noreen Wood (810-701-4046) or woodnoreen@gmail.com 

 

Eastern Food Bank Volunteers needed!  We will be volunteering at the Food Bank in Flint 
on the first Wednesday of each month, starting October 5th, November 2nd, and December 7th.  
We leave at 9:30 AM from the FLC parking lot, and work from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  If interested, 
please contact Diane Panaretos, FUMC Pantry Coordinator at 517-404-5906.  Our work coincides 
with helping to purchase food for our church pantry.  
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Emergency Response Training to resume!!! 
After having a terrific response last spring to our Emergency Response Training sessions, we will 
resume the training sessions beginning in October. 

This training is for all who use our campus, whether they only attend Sunday services or partici-
pate in any of the activities offered throughout the week.  Do you attend any meetings (church 
related or not), work for the church, participate in one of the music programs, work in the food 
pantry, or help with Sunday School or the nursery?  These are just a few examples of who should 
attend a training session. 

The sessions are designed to acquaint you as to how you should respond to any emergency while 
on the church campus.  This includes what information you should give when calling 911, what 
you should do if faced with severe weather, fire, a medical emergency, a menacing person, and 
the one we pray never happens, an armed intruder. 

We strongly encourage all who have not yet attended a session, or those who just want a refresh 
of what they learned, to attend.  Your Emergency Response Committee feels strongly that we can 
be safer if everyone knows what to do in an emergency. We know you might be concerned that if 
you are trained, you would have to assume a leadership role during a crisis.   This is not the case.  
we want to ensure your safety and the safety of those around you.  To achieve this, we feel it is 
essential you know how to respond.  

We also hope you will take what you learn in the training and apply it whenever you are in a pub-
lic space.  Your safety is our priority!! 

Sign-up sheets, with the dates and times, will be available soon.  We hope to see you. 

 
The Joy Circle will again be sponsoring the collection of Operation Christmas 
Child Shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse.  This is when you fill a shoebox with 
a WOW! toy or item, school supplies, grooming items, clothes, etc.  The cost 
of shipping is now $10.00.  These boxes will be sent around the world, 
spreading the story of salvation through Jesus Christ.  Children, families and 
even communities have come to know Jesus as their Savior through these 
boxes.  Lat year we collected 97 boxes! 
 

We again invite you to ill a box this year.  We have 100 pre-printed boxes (you may also use your 
own) that we will make available after service on Sunday, October 16 and 23.  Please return them 
to the church no later than November 13. 
 

No time to fill a box?  You can go online and “fill” a box from a list for a suggested donation of 
$25.00 (shipping included).  Go to: www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/
buildonline.  Please let us know if you choose to do this, so we can included your boxes in our 
count. 
 

Such a simple and fun way to spread the good news of Jesus Christ, and salvation through Him, 
around the world!  Thank you in advance for your participation. 
 

God’s Blessings… Joy Circle 
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Donations of snacks are needed for our 

cookies in individually wrapped packages.  

Small 8 oz water bottles are also appreci-

C.R.O.P Hunger Walk – Sunday, October 9th 

 
Well folks, it’s that time of year again.  A few trees and bushes are giving a preview of the up-
coming fall color change.  And fall means the 42nd annual CROP Hunger Walk is “stepping” into 
town on Sunday, October 9th, at Bush Park.  As with each previous year, we will walk to honor 
those who have to walk to get food and water.  Join us as a walker and/or sponsor in our fight 
against hunger and poverty.  
 
A convenient way to get involved is to sign out a walker envelope at the CROP table in the Nar-
thex of the north campus building, or in Truran Hall of the south campus building.  Donations can 
be given to walkers or to the CROP box in the Church Office.  As with 
previous years, those of us who have difficulty walking due to health is-
sues can “rock” the walk!  Rocking chairs will be provided so that every-
one can participate. 
 
So let’s all put our best “foot” forward to fight hunger and poverty one 
“step” at a time,  For information, contact Don Isenberg at 810-240-0863 
or disenb@yahoo.com.  

Give A Little—Share A Lot 
 

Thanks to the generosity of our church family, we 
were able to help a woman with terminal cancer 
take care of some of her bills and give her some 
peace of mind.  We were also able to help a family 
when the only wage earner contracted Covid and was 
unable to work.  He received wages only hen he 
worked and was very grateful for the help we were 
able to provide.  Many thanks to the Body of Believ-
ers for helping us reach out to our neighbors. 

Thank you to my church family for the 
love and support given to me and my 
family on the death of my son, Stephen. 
The prayers, hugs, cards, flowers and 
food meant so much to us. This church 
family truly represents the hands and 
feet of Jesus.                         Sue Florida 

 

Joy Circle just completed the six-session Bible 
Study by Margaret Feinberg, Taste and See.  Through 
this culinary and spiritual adventure, we cast our 
nets in the Sea of Galilee, descended 410 feet into a 
salt mine, bake matzo at Yale University, harvested 
olives in Croatia, studied with a Texas butcher, and 
visited a premier fig farm.  Along this journey, we 
tasted and saw the goodness of the Lord and deep-
ened our connections with one another.  We con-
cluded the study with a delicious potluck, filled with 
gratitude for all of God’s bountiful goodness! 

United Methodist Women’s Luncheon—October 12 at 12:00 PM, Fellowship Hall 
All women are invited—even your friends and neighbors!  Lunch is a Baked Potato Salad Bar, with a 
suggested donation of $5.00.  Our program will include a speaker and making a project of gifts for the 
nursing home.  Hope to see you there! 
 

United Methodist Women 
(United Women in Faith) 

Purpose:  Missions all around the world, as well as locally.   
In 2020-2021, $9,000 was given to 226 National and International Mission Projects! 
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Kate Glasson 
Children’s Ministry  

Coordinator 
 

fumc.kate@gmail.com 
810-629-2132 ext 160 

 

Stacey Highfield 
Youth/Young Adult Ministries 

fumc.stacey@gmail.com 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM,  

FLC Youth Café 
 

Games, Chats & Snacks  
(6-12 grades) 

Connect with friends (old & new),  
play games, and enjoy some snacks! 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, FLC Youth Café  
 

Follow us on Instagram @fentonumcyouth   

 
We’re excited for new adventures!  Join us 
for a one day Fall Retreat on Saturday, Octo-
ber 22, where we’ll do lots of bonding and 
team building!  Watch your inboxes for more 
details coming soon! 
 
Please join us on Wednesday nights 6:30—
8:00 PM and on Sunday mornings 9:30-10:30 
AM in the Youth Café!  Anyone in grades 6-12 
are welcome to come and connect with 
friends (old and new), play games, and enjoy 
some delicious snacks! 

Meet a Student 
Name:  Olivia Iddings 
Grade:  9th 
School:  Fenton High School 
Favorite Animals:  Horses, Fishies 
Favorite Foods:  Honey sticks, cotton candy, and applesauce 
Favorite TV Shows:  Boss Baby: Back in Business 
Favorite Bands/Singers:  Mac Miller 
Favorite Bible Story:  Noah’s Ark 
Ask me about:  I LOVE TO DANCE!  And make people smile.  I also love 

Dr. Pepper.  I spend my time on rollerblades and with friends and family.  I love going on long 
walks and feeding the ducks.  My phone number is 555-COOL!  Call me, I am cool          
 

Fall Wednesday Nights are BACK! 
Come Kick-Off with  

Everything’s Pumpkin on October 26th 
 

Jump on board and Volunteer! 

 UPCOMING MOVIE NIGHTS 
 

October 21 
November 18 
December 16 
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New issues of the Mainspring are released every other 
month.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
prior to a new issue.  If you would like to include an 
article into our newsletter, please send your request to 
Kathy at fumc.kathy@gmail.com. 

Find us on Facebook! 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world.” 

Reaching upward to God 
Reaching inward to each other 

Reaching outward to our neighbors 
So that all can find wholeness in Jesus Christ. 

Our pastor would like to reach out to the members of our 
congregation who are sick, in the hospital or whose lives 
are otherwise in upset.  Most of the time, hospitals and 
family members let us know about illness or surgery, but 
not always.  If you know of a member who needs pastoral 
care, please call the church office.  It is better to hear 
about a need from twenty people than from no one. 

Fenton United Methodist Church 
119 S. Leroy St. 
Fenton, MI  48430 


