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Fenton United Methodist Church

Mainspring
Join us for worship on
Sunday morning as we
seek to align our lives
with God’s purposes.
Traditional Worship
9:30 & 11:00 AM
Sanctuary
Contemporary Worship
11:05 AM
Family Life Center
Nursery provided at all
three worship services.

A Note from Pastor Jeff
I am learning a new spiritual discipline. Patience. Or, maybe I am learning to
trust God in a whole new way?
I don’t know about you, but I am the kind of person who likes to know where
I am going and how I am going to get there.
Do you remember when we used to use paper maps to plan how we were
going to get where we intended to go? Do you remember the old AAA TripTiks? It felt so good to turn the page! Now we use GPS. I use Google Maps.
It not only plans the fastest route for me, but it also monitors traffic in real
time, and suggests alternative routes if there is a big problem with my initial
route.
Google maps was invented with people like me in mind.

A couple of years ago, you and I were put on a journey for which we did not ask. It is the journey of how the
United Methodist Church includes persons who identify as Lesbian, Gay, Transgendered or any of the other
nuances of sexuality. At our General Conference in February, the tension that has long been discussed between those who see any expression of sexuality outside of heterosexuality as a sin, and those who believe
otherwise, was brought to a penultimate conclusion. The United Methodist Church has come to a crossroad: congregations will have to decide to what extent we will be inclusive of people who identify as
LGBTQ. People who live on the more traditional place will be inclusive of people who are LGBTQ in worship, but probably not much else. People who live in a more progressive place will want to be more inclusive of people who are LGBTQ than just in worship. For some people in either place, this is such an important issue that it will determine their choice of where to worship in the future.
There are conversations among many leaders of the United Methodist Church with regards to both how we
can maintain unity in the diverse beliefs of United Methodists, and conversation about how we can offer
three different expressions of a Wesleyan/United Methodist church. Those pieces are out there, and their
outcomes will not be voted on until May of 2020 at our next General Conference.
That doesn’t mean we are off the map. We at Fenton United Methodist Church are still in ministry. We are
worshipping God. Feeding the hungry. Hosting families who are homeless. Baptizing babies. Teaching children. Coming alongside of those whose lives are in upset. And, much, much more.
We are not where we will be, but, by the grace of God, we are not where we have been.
So, as God helps us sort through the issues, feelings, and convictions that surround us, I am learning a new
way to trust God and be patient.
As things change and move forward, I will call us together to pray, study, talk and discern together the future direction of Fenton United Methodist Church. Until then, let us continue to reach upward to God, inward
to each other, and outward to our neighbors so that all can find wholeness in Jesus Christ through us.
And, as always, I am glad to be8
With you on the journey,
Jeffrey L Jaggers
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The Food Pantry Has Moved!
submitted by Mary Lynn Colwell

For the convenience of our clients, and as part of the church’s Safety Plan, the Food Pantry is now located
on the main level in Room 229. The process started last Fall when Sandy & Mike Williams asked if a move
was possible. Room 229 was selected for the Pantry and Room 109 as the stock room.
Room 109 was cleared out with a lot of help from Toni Knott and John
Clark. Bob Carbary and Ross Green built the shelves that will hold the ex- Mark Your Calendars…
tra stock. This new area is big enough to store larger amounts and more
varied food items than could be stored before.
The NEW Food Pantry and
Room 109 (Stock Room)
Next, came the clearing out of Room 229 which had been used as storage will be open after services
on June 2 & 9.
for Community Outreach activities. Outside contractors were hired to add
additional wiring for the freezers and to remove a sink and counter. After
Please drop in to see what
Denny Colwell did some patching and painting, the room was ready for
your generous donations
shelf planning and placement. A plan was made, shelves were built, and
have accomplished!
with a lot of help from Lisle Conly, freezers were moved and the large sorting table was taken apart, moved, and re-assembled.
Now, the food had to be moved upstairs. Nancy Culbertson, Sue Florida and Mary Lynn Colwell set up a
food placement plan for the new Pantry area. On Friday morning, May 3rd, the enthusiastic crew of Anita
and Lisle Conly, Nancy and Don Culbertson, Sue Florida, Marilyn and Dave Rutter, Sandy and Jim York, and
Mary Lynn and Denny Colwell emptied the shelves in the old pantry and stocked the shelves in your bright,
convenient, client-friendly NEW FUMC Food Pantry!
The Pantry and Room 109 will be open after services the first two Sundays in June. Please drop in to see
what your generosity to this wonderful ministry has provided for many families in this community that need
help providing nutritious food for their families.
For information on volunteering to help with this ministry, please contact the Colwells at 810-750-3454.

Be alert, aware,
and ready!
ERC
www.fentonumc.com
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Stephen Ministers: The After People
People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are
the After People. Stephen Ministers are there:
… after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.
… after the divorce papers are served and the bottom falls
out of your life.
… after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve
held at bay come crashing in on you.
… after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
… after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says,
“Welcome to your new home.”
… after the last child honks the horns, waves and drives away,
and the house suddenly seems empty.
… after the gavel does down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.
… after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.
… after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
… after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times,
but you still need to talk it out.
Stephen Ministers are the “After People.” They are ready to come alongside you - or your friends, neighbors, co-workers, or relatives - and provide comfort and support for as long after as needed.
Contact Susan Allen (810-629-3694) if you or a loved one needs a Stephen Minister.

Give A Little - Share A Lot
submitted by Sue Florida

Due to the generosity of our church family, we were able to give a gas card to each of our food bank clients during the month of April. The response to this gift was overwhelming! The clients were very appreciative. We received a thank you note from a woman who said, “I couldn’t stop crying. I have been so
blessed from all the wonderful people God has put in my life.” We were also able to give a gift card to
one of our graduating Family Promise families to help them purchase basics needed for their new home. In
addition, we helped a young man with an emergency food order, got his six year old son an Easter basket,
and helped him get his car fixed. He got a job with benefits and expressed his profound thanks to our
church for helping him through this crisis.
Thank you Church Family, for your support in helping us reach outward to our neighbors!
www.fentonumc.com

Page 4

Mainspring

Wednesdays

The Way—Sunday
9:30 AM in the Youth Café
The Way—Wednesday
6:30—8:00 PM in the Youth Café
JOIN US AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS!

2019 FUMC Confirmands
Cora Thonila Baumler, Ella Marin Eversole,
Kaylie Ann Glasson, Hunter Louis Graves,
Dakota Andrew Naganashe, Gannon Richardson Welch
These confirmands have responded to the grace of God
available to us, as acknowledged in their baptism, and
have promised to live as a person of faith.
May God bless your Christian journey!

Hi!

I’m Stacey Highfield, and I’m delight-

ed to be the new Director of Youth & Young
Adult Ministries!
I have been a member of Fenton UMC for
five years, and deeply love and cherish our
church family.
I have a BA in English from Madonna University, and I’ll soon be enrolling in seminary at
Methodist Theological School of Ohio, to become an ordained Deacon.
I am an avid reader, writer/poet, photographer, podcast listener, Netflix watcher, frequent laugher, and lover of people and our
compelling stories.

Rummage Sale Update
Thank you to all who donated their treasures, time,
and talents towards the Rummage Sale! We had many
volunteers that put in countless hours sorting, pricing
and selling the items on Sale Day. We could not have
done it without your help - so thank you! Because of
you, we raised over $1,400.00 for our Youth Mission
Trip! All leftover items were donated to Community
Share and Goodwill.

I’m excited to
embark on this
ministry journey
with you! I look
forward to building relationships,
forging deep connections,
and
sharing God’s allcomsuming love
with young people!

Congratulations to our 2019 Graduates!
Taylor Godlewski - Lake Fenton High School
Plans to attend Kettering University to pursue a degree
in Mechanical Engineering.
Alexandra Marsee - Fenton High School
Plans to attend Michigan State University to pursue a
degree in Journalism.
www.fentonumc.com

Pay attention to
those around you.
ERC
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Children’s Ministry at FUMC
Sunday Arise Nursery Ministry (infant-preschool) 9:30 & 11:00/11:05 AM—North Campus Building
The Way—Sunday (Kids K-5th grades) 9:30 AM—FLC Activity Room
The Way—Wednesday (Infants—5th grades) 6:30 PM in the Family Life Center
May 29th is the last The Way - Wednesday for the summer.
We will resume in September. Have a GREAT summer!!

VBS 2019

ATHENS
Paul’s Dangerous Journey
to Share the Truth

July 8—12
8:45 AM to 12:00 PM
4 yrs old through 6th grade

Register at fentonumc.com

Vacation Bible School Donation List
We are in need of the following items to make sure this year’s VBS is a total success!
Craft Items
250 new (unsharpened) pencils  Faux (flat) craft jewels  Sequins (all sizes and colors)  Baby wipes
2 bags of rubber bands  2 jars of olive oil  2 gallons of liquid Elmer’s Glue  Paint brushes (craft size)
2 pkgs of large white paper plates  Green construction paper (all shades/sizes)
Snack Items
2 large boxes of Fruit Loops  6 boxes of Cheerios  Jugs of lemonade  6-8 bags of chocolate chips
12 box of fruit snacks  snack size boxes of raisins  Jugs of apple juice  4-6 boxes of golden raisins
Whole loaves of pita bread  12 pkgs of cream cheese  10-12 pkgs of Fig Newtons  Hot Dogs & buns
4 bags pretzel sticks (not rods)  8-10 blocks of cheddar cheese  watermelon  carrot sticks  cucumbers
4 bags of mini pretzel twists  red & green grapes  gluten free pretzels & cookies (2 bags each)
6 boxes of Ritz crackers  4-6 bags of apples  snack sized bags of chips  4-6 bags of mini marshmallows
Monetary donations are accepted and greatly appreciated!
VISIT THE TABLES IN THE NARTHEX & FLC TRURAN HALL FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES & DONATIONS.
www.fentonumc.com
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Fenton Freedom Festival
July 4th
Planning is underway!
Watch for volunteer opportunities soon for the
annual activities on our lawn before the parade

Know where your
exits are and the
best routes to them.
ERC

www.fentonumc.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
To help maintain our church grounds
Weeding and light shrub trimming
TUESDAY MORNINGS
Call Ralph for more information
810-629-8977

6:30 PM
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Answered Prayers
Friends, I am so happy to share our good
news with all of you. We are officially
going to be new homeowners. Recently,
Bob got a job offer he couldn’t refuse.
He will be managing a new gym in East
Tawas. Bob is excited and Nyomi, Blaine
and I are extremely happy for him.

6:30 PM

So, what does this mean for the Forsyth’s? Well, while Bob is doing something he loves and feeds his soul in Tawas, Blaine, Nyomi and I will be staying
in Fenton doing the work God is calling us
to do.
Four years ago, when we received our
first appointments, we sold our house in
AuGres. But we told each other that when we were ready to retire, we would do so in Tawas. Since we are
not getting any younger, we are seizing the opportunity God is giving us to purchase our forever home. The
beautiful part about our new forever home is that it is big enough to invite our family (that means you!) to
come, stay and enjoy God’s paradise. I cannot express to you in words how peaceful, mystical and spirit
filling this place is. So, you will have to come and see for yourself.
Bob and I prayed for a house big enough that we could invite our brothers and sisters in Christ to enjoy
too. God answered our prayers and provided us a place that we could break bread together, and share
life. A place where we could dream, pray and hope together. A safe place where you can be vulnerable
and open your heart to God, knowing that Christ’s Spirit will be the one greeting you at the door and welcoming you back into the garden of Eden. Remember, I did say a place where we can dream together. At
any rate, we must find places and spaces where we can find rest. After Jesus and the disciples fed over
five thousand, Jesus told the disciples to come with him by themselves to a quiet place to get some rest. I
hope you have locations and spaces you go to find rest and relaxation so that Christ can fill your cup.
My prayer is that you know you are loved by God and may Christ’s love fill your cup until it overflows so
wherever you go people experience the love of our Lord, Christ Jesus.
Your humble servant,
Michelle Forsyth

Restore Hope Banquet in support of
Human Sex Trafficking
We had a wonderful time at the Restoration Place Banquet. Thank you for coming and supporting this Christ centered ministry!
Pictured: Diane Panaretos, Reuben & Tabitha Metreger,
Nyomi Forsyth, Emily DeJarnett, Patti Willmarth, Michelle
Forsyth, Judy Bell. Not pictured: Anita Conly

www.fentonumc.com

Fenton United Methodist Church
119 S. Leroy Street
Fenton, MI 48430
(810-629-2132) www.fentonumc.com

New issues of the Mainspring are released every other
month. Submissions are due by the 15th of the month
prior to a new issue. If you would like to include an
article into our newsletter, please send your request to
Kathy at fumc.kathy@gmail.com.

Find us on Facebook!

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Reaching upward to God
Reaching inward to each other
Reaching outward to our neighbors
So that all can find wholeness
in Jesus Christ.

Our pastors want to reach out to the members of our congregation who are sick, in the hospital or whose lives are
otherwise in upset. Most of the time, hospitals and family
members let us know about illness or surgery, but not always. If you know of a member who needs pastoral care,
please call the church office. It is better to hear about a
need from twenty people than from no one.

Fenton, MI 48430
United Methodist Church

Fenton
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