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Angels play an important role in the stories that surround the 
birth of Christ. There is the angel, Gabriel, who visits both 
Zechariah and Mary to announce the birth of John the 
Baptist and Jesus respectively. There is the angel who comes 
to Joseph in a dream, encouraging him to remain engaged to 
Mary because the child she is carrying is from God. And then 
there are the angels who come in the night to announce Jesus’ 
birth to the shepherds.  
 
The word in Greek that we translate as “angel” actually 
means, “messenger.” Angels were God’s messengers. In the 
Bible, angels sometimes brought people bad news, and 
sometimes brought people good news. And though we may not 
ever encounter a celestial being with gossamer wings and a 
bright halo, God still speaks to us today. Sometimes in a word 
of comfort or wisdom; sometimes in a gentle warning. 
 
For those who heard the angel’s message, life and how they 
were in the world could never be the same. The message of 

the angels brought hope, joy and challenge. Mostly, though, they brought change. The 
messages the angels brought to Zechariah, Mary, Joseph and the shepherds would not 
only change their lives in dramatic ways – they would change the history of humanity 
forever. 
 
We can’t kneel at the Manger of Bethlehem and believe that God is remote from our 
fears and our worries, or that God has left humanity to our own devices and is watching 
as the world hurtles toward chaos. 
 
How will the good news of Christ’ birth change your life today and, in the days, weeks, 
months and years to come? How will the incarnation of God in Christ change the way 
you see the trajectory of human history, and how you will 
be in the world? Will you allow the message of the angels 
to give you hope, joy and peace? 
 
I look forward to walking through the season of Advent 
with you, and into the new year. May God bless you with 
peace, joy, hope and love as you prepare once again to 
celebrate the love of God incarnate in Jesus Christ. 
 
And as always, I am proud to be… 
With you on the journey, 
 
Jeffrey L Jaggers 

December / January 2022 

A Note from Pastor Jeff 

F e n t o n  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Mainspring 
Join us for worship on 
Sunday morning as we 
seek to align our lives 
with God’s purposes. 

 
Traditional Worship  
9:30 AM, Sanctuary 

 
Contemporary Worship 

11:05 AM, FLC 
 

Live-streamed on  
Facebook & Website 

 
Barrier free facilities 

 
Nursery available 

9:30 & 11:05 
Infant to 4 years 

 
Lakeshore Kids 

9:30 
K-5th grade 
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UMC CONVERSATIONS 
 
Even before the special General Conference that met in 2019, there has been much debate over the full 
inclusion in the United Methodist Church of persons who identify as gay, lesbian, and transgender. There 
have been disagreements over the interpretation of Scripture in regards to homosexuality, the practice of 
homosexuality and sin. 
 
At the 2019 General Conference, the traditional statements regarding homosexuality were retained by a 
slim margin. However, there was so much push back to that decision that plans were suggested to make it 
easier for churches who identify as more conservative to disaffiliate with the United Methodist Church and 
form a more conservative expression of Methodism. It was hoped that those plans would be considered, 
and one adopted, at the 2022 General Conference. However, that Conference was postponed until 2024. 
 
On May 1st, the Global Methodist Church, the more conservative expression of Methodism, was launched. 
Since then, several United Methodist Churches around the country and in Michigan have voted to disaffili-
ate with the United Methodist Church and join the Global Methodist Church. 
 
Many things changed rapidly since the 2019 General Conference, and many things may yet change between 
now and the 2024 General Conference. I do not think it is the right time to make a decision on the future 
direction of Fenton United Methodist Church. However, I think that we should be informed of the differ-
ences between the two denominations, and the steps to disaffiliation if we choose that direction. 
 
Therefore, I have scheduled two Town Hall-style meetings to learn more about the two denominations, 
and any changes that may be taking place in preparation for the 2024 General Conference. Please mark 
your calendars for Sunday afternoon, April 30th and Sunday afternoon September 24th . These two meet-
ings will likely be similar, but I expect to have more updated information at the September meeting. 
These meetings will be information only; we will not debate the issues. 
 
In the meantime, we will pray, we will trust God, we won’t get ahead of the process, and we will continue 
to reach upward to God, inward to each other, and outward to our neighbors so that all can find wholeness 
in Jesus Christ. And while the days ahead may be anxious and challenging, 
 
I am proud to be…  
With you on the journey, 
 

Jeffrey L Jaggers,  
Pastor 

All ladies are invited… 
Celebrating Christmas 
Christmas Luncheon 

December 14 at 11:45 AM, Fellowship Hall 
Suggested donation is $5.00 

Enjoy a wonderful Christmas Program by 
the Fenton High School Ambassadors 
Come and Share Christmas with us! 

 

 

Give A Little—Share A Lot 
 
Thanks to your generosity, we have been able to of-
fer financial help to a high school student who is 
fighting cancer. The family was very grateful for the 
assistance. We were also able to reach out to offer 
middle school help with providing healthy snacks and 
drinks for students who needed food assistance. The 
principal was very pleased with the help we were 
able to provide. Thank you for our church family for 
your support with this outreach ministry! 

 

A BIG Thank You from Joy Circle for the great participation in the Samaritan’s 
Purse Operation Christmas Child ministry this year!  We collected 79 boxes.  Every shoebox 
filled is a powerful tool for spreading the Gospel.  In the hands of local churches around the 
world, your simple gifts show God’s love to children, their families and their communities. 
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Stephen Ministry 
 
The last couple of years have been really tough on everyone!  This might be an under-
statement but we, Stephen Leaders, believe there must be individuals who need some-
one to walk beside them—at least for a while! 
 

We are asking everyone in the congregation to think of the network of people that you associate 
with and consider who might need that extra attention.  Maybe you, yourself, are thinking it 
would be great to have someone to talk to or share about different issues you are experiencing. 
 

Keep in mind, Stephen Ministers are caring, Christian-centered, skilled listeners, who have felt 
called to this ministry.  Confidentiality is also of great importance.  You can be sure that what is 
shared with your Stephen Minister will not be shared with anyone else. 
 

Susan Allen, Stephen Leader and Referral Coordinator, can be reached by calling 810-629-3694. 

Jinglefest Festivities at the FLC 
December 3rd from 4-6 PM 

 

Join us in the lower level of the Family Life Center to warm 
up before the parade.  We are giving away hot cider and a 
“parade starter kit”!  See you on Friday, December 3rd! 

 

A BIG Thank You from Joy Circle for the great participation in the Samaritan’s Purse Opera-
tion Christmas Child ministry this year!  We collected 79 boxes.  Every shoebox filled is a powerful 
tool for spreading the Gospel.  In the hands of local churches around the world, your simple gifts 
show God’s love to children, their families and their communities. 
 

Please pray for these precious ones to come to know Jesus!  Many shoebox re-
cipients also participate in a follow-up discipleship course, The Greatest Jour-
ney, a 12-lesson Bible study that is raising up a new generation of evangelists.  
To learn more about this very fruitful ministry, visit samaritanspurse.org/tgj.  
God’s blessing on you for your part in reaching these children for His kingdom! 

 

Join us Christmas Eve  
to celebrate the Good News in Jesus Christ! 

 

5 PM Contemporary-style service in the Family Life Center 
7 and 11 PM Traditional-style service in the Sanctuary 

 

Childcare available at the 5 and 7 PM services 
Communion and candlelight services at 7 and 11 PM 

 
Holiday Church Office Hours:  Friday, December 23 & Monday, December 26—Closed 
Tuesday, December 27 through Thursday, December 29—Open 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Friday, December 30 & Monday, January 2—Closed 
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I have been doing the Kids Hope program at FUMC since it was introduced 11 years ago. I have had 
a couple of girls that I only got to mentor until they moved away. However, two boys I remember 
more vividly because I was with them for more than 1 year.  The first young man (won't give 
names) is now in High School and probably in the 11th grade or might be a senior by now. I men-
tored him at Tomek-Eastern Elementary School. He saw a lot in his younger years; unstable par-
enting, an uncle who had mental/alcohol issues and an attitude that went from joy to despair on 
any given day.  He loved video games that were violent and military-based. I used to tell him....I 
know you don't like school, but it is so important that you graduate from high school. After that, 
you can go into the service or find a job where you can gain skills so that you can support yourself. 
I ran into him at a Fenton concert a year ago and we were both so happy to see each other. He was 
tall and looked healthy. He said he was doing OK in school, so I was hopeful he was telling me the 
truth! 
  
The second little boy I started with in the middle of Kindergarten. He would not talk because he 
had seen his grandpa shot and refused to speak afterward. It took until almost the end of the 
school year before he started speaking to me. He just needed time to process feelings, but did fol-
low directions. I was so excited to finally hear his voice!  I stayed with him through 3rd grade and 
even zoomed with him, at home, when COVID kept him out of school. He is now in middle school 
and I hope he is doing fine also.  He heard/saw too much in his young years and then when his par-
ents divorced and he and his brothers had to visit his dad, the boys were not tended too well. 
Again, too much for these little lives to handle. 
  
I currently have an adorable little 2nd grade girl. After only one visit, she has expressed that her 
parents are separated and she misses her dad! These children offer up their feelings.  It is up to us 
where to go with those feelings.  Just having someone to tell their secrets to, I believe, is a start 
toward their healing process. We listen, don't judge, and help with what we can in 45 minutes of 
their day. 
  
This program is very much needed in our schools. Please consider giving your time, once a week, 
for 45 minutes. It might make the difference in being a bridge to success in life! 
  
Diane Panaretos 
  

 

  Kids Hope 
   Kids Hope is sharing this message with you because the work that our mentors and     
   prayer partners do at Tomek is so wonderful and essential we want everyone to  
   know. If you feel the urge to participate as a mentor, please contact Noreen Wood  
   (woodnoreen@gmail.com) or Laurie Isenberg (ncall2@yahoo.com).  
   And if you see Diane, thank her for the important work she is doing! 

 

Food Bank of Eastern Michigan  
Ornament Sales 

November 27th through December 18th 
 

Every $1.00 donated = 6 meals 
 

The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan assists hungry individuals and families throughout eastern Michigan in 
many ways. The Food Bank is a key source of food in our 22 county service area for a network of “partner 
agencies” serving those struggling to afford food. Many of these partner agencies are food pantries, ena-
bling people to pick up and receive an assortment of basic food and grocery supplies.  
 
The Ornament Tree is located in the Narthex.  Please come to the church office to pick up an ornament 
and make payment.  Please put our agency number P-316 on your check.  FUMC gets credit for every dollar 
you give to FBEM.  Thank you for your support!        
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Kate Glasson 
Children’s Ministry  

Coordinator 
 

fumc.kate@gmail.com 
810-629-2132 ext 160 

 

Stacey Highfield 
Youth/Young Adult Ministries 

fumc.stacey@gmail.com 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM,  

FLC Youth Café 
 

Games, Chats & Snacks  
(6-12 grades) 

Connect with friends (old & new),  
play games, and enjoy some snacks! 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, FLC Youth Café  
 

Follow us on Instagram @fentonumcyouth   

Children’s Ministry continues to strive to provide children with the chance to know and show 
God’s love through study, relationship, and service. Every Sunday at 9:30 AM, the Lakeshore Kids 
gather together. We are happy to have an average of 5 children. We also provide our Wednesday 
nights BFaith at 6:30 PM, which welcomes an average of 6 children. It is such a blessing to watch 
the excitement every morning and mid-week! 

Please stop by the nursery on Sunday morning to welcome our new Childcare Coordinator, Karen 
Eversole! 

Fun times at Everything Pumpkin in October! 

 

We are delighted to have thriving ministries, with 5-10 students on Sunday and 10-15 on Wednes-
days. Our youth are building great friendship! Our Christmas party is December 15, and plans are 
in the works for our Spring Hill weekend retreat in January!  

Meet a Student Name: Katie Cece 
 

Grade: 7th 
Favorite Animal: Huskies, corn 
  snakes, wolves, sloths 
Favorite Food: spaghetti, sushi, 
  chicken nuggets, honey sticks, 
  and candy corn 
Favorite TV Show: Avatar the Last 
  Air Bender, Lore, Scooby Doo 
Favorite Bands: Maneskin, Billie  
  Willish, Walk Off the Earth 
Favorite Bible Story: Ten Lepers 
Ask me about: Huskies, painting, 
  rollerblading, Halloween make- 
  up, jellyfish 

 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Wednesday Nights: BFaith 6:30-8:00 PM 
Movie Night: December 16 from 6:00-8:00 PM 
Winter Break: December 28 and January 4th 
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New issues of the Mainspring are released every other 
month.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
prior to a new issue.  If you would like to include an 
article into our newsletter, please send your request to 
Kathy at fumc.kathy@gmail.com. 

Find us on Facebook! 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world.” 

Reaching upward to God 
Reaching inward to each other 

Reaching outward to our neighbors 
So that all can find wholeness in Jesus Christ. 

Our pastor would like to reach out to the members of our 
congregation who are sick, in the hospital or whose lives 
are otherwise in upset.  Most of the time, hospitals and 
family members let us know about illness or surgery, but 
not always.  If you know of a member who needs pastoral 
care, please call the church office.  It is better to hear 
about a need from twenty people than from no one. 

Fenton United Methodist Church 
119 S. Leroy St. 
Fenton, MI  48430 


