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If you have lived awhile in Michigan, you get the old joke that there 
are two seasons in Michigan: winter and construction. 
 

Recently the road to our subdivision was resurfaced. It only took 
two weeks, but during those two weeks things were inconvenient at 
best. But, now that it is all finished, the road is smooth and easier 
to drive on. In the end, it was worth the inconvenience. 
 
If we are breathing, we are under construction. Sometimes it is in-
convenient. Sometimes it is painful. Sometimes it is stressful. 
Sometimes we hardly notice. But, we are all, each of us, under con-

struction; and part of being under construction is change. In the best cases it is change for the 
better. In others, the change is not what we had hoped for. For better or worse, for good or 
bad, that is how life works. 
 
The good news is that, even when God is not the Initiator of the construction, God is always 
one of the workers. The promise of God in scripture is that God works in all things to bring 
about good for those who love Him. (Romans 8:28, italics mine) 
 

Here at Fenton United Methodist Church, we will be undergoing some new construction. Among 
the projects are:  
 

1. We are doing away with “The Way-Wednesday” and “The Way-Sunday.” We are replac-
ing these with a new Sunday evening, intergenerational format called, The Lakeshore @ 
FUMC. Our Youth will meet on Wednesday evening for fellowship and fun, on Sunday 
morning for Coffee and conversation, and on Sunday even-
ing. Our children will still meet Sunday morning as well as 
Sunday evening. Adults will still have a Bible study on 
Wednesdays at 1 PM. But, Sunday evenings we will meet 
together for a time of worship, and then break out into 
age levels for more spiritual formation activities. Look for 
more specific information about each on our website or by 
contacting our Director of Children’s Ministries (Kate 
Glasson), our Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
(Stacey Highfield) or me. 

 
 
                                                                   continued on Page 2 
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F e n t o n  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Mainspring 

Join us for worship on 
Sunday morning as we 
seek to align our lives 
with God’s purposes. 

 

Traditional Worship  
9:30 & 11:00 AM  

Sanctuary 
 

Contemporary Worship 
11:05 AM 

Family Life Center 
 

Nursery provided at all 
three worship services. 
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A Note From Pastor Jeff (continued from Page 1)... 
 

2.  We will be welcoming our first student intern to learn and do ministry among us from 
September through next May. Joyce Vanderlip is a third year seminary student at Perkins 
School of Theology in Dallas. She is a second career pastor, and will be working at both Lin-
den and Fenton churches. 
 

3.  Our mission zone (consisting of Fenton, Linden, Holly, Mt. Bethel, and Davisburg United 
Methodist Churches) will be sharing some ministry in the future.  All five church share simi-
lar demographics in our respective communities. We will use the Davisburg church and 
community as both a support to the ministries of the Davisburg church as well as a “lab” 
for our own ministries with the people of our shared demographics. Look for more infor-
mation on these ministries in the near future. 
 

I am certain that these construction projects will not only be worth the inconveniences that accompany 
change and growth, and will help us draw people to Jesus Christ, but will also help us continue to fulfill 
God’s vision for us to: reach upward to God, inward to each other, and outward to our neighbors so that all 
can find wholeness in Jesus Christ. 
 

And, as always, I am proud to be… 
With you on the journey,  
Jeffrey L. Jaggers, Lead Pastor 

Hospice/Dementia Seminar 
September 21, 2019 - 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM 

Fenton United Methodist Church 
 

Hosted by:  Stephen Ministry of Fenton United Methodist Church - Christ Centered Care 
 

Who Should Attend? 
�  Caregivers of a loved one with memory impairments. 
�  Those desiring information about end of life care. 
 

What You Will Learn 
�  What Hospice REALLY is. 
�  Facts vs Myths 
�  How knowledge before decision making is ever needed, can reduce emotional stress. 
�  Financial coverages 
�  Dementia vs Alzheimer’s Disease - what’s the difference. 
�  Symptoms 
�  How to GET ACCURATE diagnosis. 
�  Best communication Techniques with Dementia individual. 
�  When to know professional care is needed. 
�  Importance of care for caregiver. 
�  Financial resources 
 

Presented By: 
Kim Cox, LBSW, Hospice Administrator, The Medical Term Hospice 
Kelly Steffy, RN, BS, CDCM, CDCT (Certified Dementia Care Manager & Trainer) 
 

RSVP Registration is due by August 30, 2019 
Call the Church Office with number of people attending (810) 629-2132. 
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The Joy circle will once again be collecting “gently 
used” shoes for the Soles for Souls project.  Collec-
tion dates will be September 29 - October 6.  Chil-
dren & Adult tennis shoes, sandals, boots, dress, 
casual, even flip flops will be accepted!  Bring 
them to the Narthex and we will take them from 
there.  Soles for Souls is a non-profit organization 
based in Tennessee whose mission is to create sus-
tainable jobs and provide relief through the distri-
bution of shoes world-wide, including the USA.  
They strive to serve those in need, create opportu-
nities and protect the environment.  We, as a 
church, can support them by donating our “gently 
used” shoes.  For more information, please contact 
Melanie Hein, 810-208-0927. 

**SAVE THE DATE** 
 

Fenton/Lake Fenton/Linden/Holly 

Annual CROP Hunger Walk 
Sunday, October 6, 2019 

 
It’s the 50th Anniversary of the Walks, so shine 
your saddle shoes, dig out your Fonzie jackets, 

and tease up your bouffants! 
 

Enjoy 50’s music, trivia, and classic cars! 
 

(If you have a 1950’s car to share with us during the 
Walk, please see Don Isenberg or Kim Forsberg) 

 

COME AND ANCHOR AT THE LAKESHORE! 
 
In the Gospels, amazing things happened at the lakeshore. Disciples were called. Jesus taught and 
preached. Miracles happened. Community was built around a campfire and a meal. 
 

We live in a community surrounded by beautiful lakes. Hot summer days are spent at the beach or 
the lakeshore relaxing, having fun, resting, and renewing with family and friends. 
 

Starting September 8th, we will be replacing The Way-Wednesday and the Way-Sunday with The 
Lakeshore @ FUMC. This will be a Sunday evening opportunity for worship, fellowship and spiritual 
formation from 6:30 through 8:00 PM in the Family Life Center. We will begin with a short time of 
intergenerational worship, and then break out into age-level groups: children, youth and adults. 
 

What will not change: the youth will still meet on Wednesday evenings for fellowship and fun activi-
ties, and on Sunday morning for Coffee and Conversation. The children will still meet on Sunday 
mornings. There will still be a Bible Study on Wednesdays at 1:00 PM for adults. 
 

We want to invite you to come away from the busyness of life to sit with Christ at 
The Lakeshore. Let’s dive deeper into the waters of grace, fellowship, and scrip-
ture. Come and anchor at The Lakeshore. 
 

We’ll have a beach chair waiting for you! 
Pastor Jeff, Pastor Michelle, Stacey and Kate 
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Tornados 
submitted by Mike Williams, ERC Chairperson 

 

In a tornado warning, you would be hearing a 
constant siren for 4 minutes on - 4 minutes off 
in a continuous pattern.  In that event during 
church services, we will make an announce-
ment directing you where to go for shelter.  If 
you are outdoors, enter the building immedi-
ately and seek shelter. 
 

In our two church buildings, go immediately 
down to the lower level.  Do not use the ele-
vators.  Shelter areas are clearly marked on 
the posted Emergency Exit and Shelter Infor-
mation Maps.  Do not take shelter near win-
dows, exterior doors and any material that can “fly around”. 
 

In the North Building, the best shelter areas are rooms 117, 118, and 122 – immediately below 
the sanctuary.  Other shelter areas on the lower level are the women’s restroom and the hallway 
near the elevator; the large open area in the Fellowship Hall adjacent to the kitchen; and the 
very back portion of this room.  The Boy Scout closet, room 102, may also be used.   
 

If you are unable to go downstairs, shelter areas for the main level are: the Sacristy, the two 
cloak closets in the narthex, and the two handicap restrooms by the office and the little area just 
outside of the restrooms.  The hallways leading to the nursery may also be used.  There is not a 
designated shelter area for the upper floor of this building.  You should go down the stairs to the 
shelter areas on the lower level. 
 

In the Family Life Center, the best shelter areas on the lower level are rooms 151 (which is the 
Youth Room); the two restrooms; the shower rooms in the back of the Activity Room; and if nec-
essary, the Activity Room which has the security film on the windows to provide some protection.  
If you are unable to go downstairs, shelter areas for the upper level are the two restrooms.   
 

If you need assistance to get to a shelter area, the ushers and greeters will be happy to assist. 
 

For those of you who have children in the nursery in the North Campus building, the children will 
immediately be taken to room 117 in the lower level of that building.  Seek shelter for yourselves 
- the children will be well cared for. 
 

There will not be an “All Clear” signal given.  Remain in your shelter area until the threat of a tor-
nado has passed. 
 

It is important for each of us to act responsibly.  At all times, know where the nearest exits are.  
Know where the designated shelter areas are.  Move quickly and orderly to a shelter area if a tor-
nado warning is sounded.  Take the time now to carefully look at the posted maps or the Grab 
and Go’s and understand the paths you may need to take to reach shelter. 
 

If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please speak to a member of ERC.   
Our committee members are: Morgan Cherry, Melanie Hein, Kelley Readman, Ron West,  

Vicki West, and Mike Williams. 
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Door Security 
Submitted by Mike Williams, ERC Chairperson 
 
On Sunday mornings, or throughout the week, have you come up to one of our church’s main doors and 
found it locked?  As we consider improving our building security, both operationally and physically, we 
struggle with the same dilemma that thousands of churches across the U.S. are facing.  We want to wel-
come people, but we also want to provide a secure environment for them to be welcomed into.  We want 
to be the shepherd protecting the flock, but we also want to welcome the stranger at the door.  While we 
must resist the urge to irrational fear, our church must take seriously the question of security and be pro-
active in safeguarding our children, parishioners, staff and guests. 
 

Over the last few months, we have intentionally been reducing the number and times our doors are un-
locked.  On Sunday mornings, we have three categories: 
 

Unlocked from about 8:00 a.m. to about 12:30 p.m. – the North Building east portico entrance into the 
narthex; and the FLC north entrance into Truran Hall. 

  

Unlocked from before the start of the 9:30, 11:00 and 11:05 worship services / children’s programs and 
locked just after those services start – the North Building northeast corner entrance off the north 
parking lot into the narthex, and the south entrance near the nursery; and the FLC lower level west 
lobby door. 

 

Locked at all times – all other doors in our two buildings. 
 

As we move forward, we will be looking at our door policy for the weekday daytime and evenings to help 
ensure our safety. 
 

If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please speak to a member of ERC.   
Our committee members are: Morgan Cherry, Melanie Hein, Kelley Readman, Ron West,  

Vicki West, and Mike Williams. 

First Aid Kit’s and AED’s 
submitted by Vicki West, ERC 
 

We have five first aid kits (FA) and two automated external defib-
rillators (AED) located in our church buildings. 
 �  North Building Narthex (FA & AED) 
 �  North Building Kitchen (FA) 
 �  North Building Nursery (FA) 
 �  FLC Lower Lobby (FA) 
 �  FLC Upper Lobby (FA & AED) 
 

The AED’s in both buildings are identical and have clear, simple instructions on how they are to be used. 
 

The first aid kits are also uniform and minimalist in content.  The have Band-Aids for small cuts, disposable 
ice packs (please use the provided sleeves next to the skin), and large compresses to control bleeding.  If 
you need the large compresses, you also need to call 911! 
 

There are no creams or ointments due to potential allergic reactions. 
 

The content of the kits are meant to be emergent fixes - to provide immediate care until the patient goes 
home or to further care, and not meant to be a definitive or final care of serious injuries. 
 

If anything more than the Band-Aids are used, please fill out the medical incident report form located in 
the First Aid kits.  Please turn the completed forms into the Church Office. 
 

If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please speak to a member of ERC.  Our committee 
members are: Morgan Cherry, Melanie Hein, Kelley Readman, Ron West, Vicki West, and Mike Williams. 
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Wednesdays 

Mainspring 

Stacey Highfield 
Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

(fumc.stacey@gmail.com) 
 

Youth Study—Sunday 
9:30 AM in the Youth Café 

 

Youth Group—Wednesday 
6:30—8:00 PM in the Youth Café 

Sr. High Youth Mission Trip 
 

Six high school students and two adult leaders traveled to Seymour, WI in June for TeenServe, where they 
worked on six different work crews to complete various home improvement projects. 
 

More photos can be found on the Fenton Youth Facebook page.  THANK YOU for all of your prayers and 
support!  We look forward to sharing much more at our upcoming Mission Dinner! 

Middle School Youth Mission Trip 

Four middle school students and two adult leaders 
will travel to Camp Westminster in Roscommon, MI 
from July 21-25 to work on various projects around 
the camp.   

This fall, plan to join us on  
Sunday Nights at the Lakeshore,  
where we’ll dive deeper into   
our spiritual journeys with God  

and each other! 
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Kate Glasson, Children’s Ministry Director 
(fumc.kate@gmail.com) 

 

 

Stephanie Corey, Childcare Coordinator 
(fumc.stephanie@gmail.com) 

 

Sunday Morning Nursery Ministry (infant-preschool) 

9:30 & 11:00/11:05 AM - North Campus Building 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers  
and those who donated items.   

With your help, Vacation Bible School  
was a great success with hosting 95 kids! 

September 8, 2019 
9:30 & 11/11:05 AM 

 

FUMC Lakeshore Kids FUMC Lakeshore Kids FUMC Lakeshore Kids FUMC Lakeshore Kids     

will meet in FLC Room 162 
 Bring a friend and receive a prize! 

 

COMING SOON! 
 

FUMC FUMC FUMC FUMC     

Lakeshore KidsLakeshore KidsLakeshore KidsLakeshore Kids    

 
September 8th @ 6:30 PM 

Family Life Center 
 

Come and anchor at 
the Lakeshore for  
an evening filled  
with worship,  

music, & fun games 

Volunteers!  If you have a passion for music, fun, and bringing 
children closer to God, please contact Kate Glasson  

at 810-629-2132 ext 160 or email fumc.kate@gmail.com 
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Walk to Emmaus 
 
I want to share with you a terrific opportunity to experience the love 
and grace of God in powerful ways, and to receive helpful resources for 
faithfully following Jesus. The Walk to Emmaus is a three-day experi-
ence of New Testament Christianity as a lifestyle. It is a highly struc-
tured week-end event designed to strengthen and renew the faith of 
Christian people, and through them, their families, their congregations, 
and the world in which they live. 
 

Luke relates the story of two disciples of Jesus who were going along the 
road from Jerusalem to Emmaus. As these two friends were walking to-
gether, they shared their heart’s deepest concerns about the death of Jesus. An unknown person, who was 
the risen Christ, joined them and explained the scriptures as they walked, how it was ordained that Christ 
would suffer and so enter his glory. Toward the end of the day’s travel, they urged the stranger to eat 
with them. The climax happened when Christ took bread and gave it to them. the two had their eyes 
opened and they recognized the stranger as the risen Christ. They rushed back to Jerusalem to tell the 
others. (Luke 24:13-35) 
 

Here at Fenton UMC, we have dozens of people who have attended and found a re-energizing of their faith 
through the Walk to Emmaus. The next opportunities to attend the Walk to Emmaus is October 17-20 for 
men, and October 24-27 for women. Both events are held at Utica United Methodist Church. Cost for the 
week-end is about $90, but we at FUMC have funds available if cost is an obstacle. 
 

If you have questions regarding the Walk to Emmaus, what happens during the week-end, or would like to 
attend a future Walk, please feel free to contact me or Pastor Michelle; or, we can direct you to chat with 
some of the many members of FUMC who have attended the Walk to Emmaus. 
 
Glad to be… 
With you on the journey, 
Jeff Jaggers 

The school bell will be ringing soon, but not all families 
will be able to afford the necessary and basic supplies to 
help their children succeed at learning. 
 
We want to join churches in Fenton in supplying back-
packs full of supplies to the students in our area.  Until 
August 4th, we will be collecting as many of the items 
below as possible to fill 500 backpacks. 
 
 

Please drop off your purchases in the marked boxes in 
the Narthex or the lower level of the Family Life Center 
by August 4th. 
 
Packing day will be on August 9th.   
The giveaway event is August 17th.  To volunteer for  
either, you can go online at: www.signupgenius.com/go/5080e44adab28aa8-back 
 

Thank you for caring for the students! 

���� Composition books (wide-ruled, not spiral) 

���� Highlighters 

���� Black or Blue ink pens 

���� Glue Sticks 

���� Boxes of 12 colored pencils 
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The Community Outreach Committee would like to thank all the volunteers for their help with the Easter 

Egg Hunt and the Fourth of July event.  We are grateful for the opportunity to support our community and 

show we are a church with a heart in the heart of Fenton.  Thank you! 

Nicole Baxter, Kim Forsberg, Denise Simmerman, Michele Windsor 

An Event So Good It’s Scary! 
October 31, 2019 

 
 

Come inside for a fun, family-friendly Halloween event in the FLC.  All 
activities are appropriate for all ages and FREE to the community! 

Jinglefest 
December 7, 2019 

 

We will also be participating in Jinglefest this year.  This event is part 
of the Fenton Chamber of Commerce and is a whole downtown Fenton 
event.  We open our FLC for family fun activities.  Outside, we have a 
Live Nativity with real animals! 
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Growing Together 
 
Early on in my ministry at a previous church, a man came into my office to talk. He began by telling me, 
“Jeff, I don’t think you are the one who can grow this church, and I think you ought to consider going.” 
 

I told him that I agreed with him. 
 

His face lit up like a child who just opened the present that he had wanted more than any other. I could 
see him thinking, “Well, that was easy.”  
 

But, that facial expression changed as I went on. 
 

I told him that I can never grow a church alone. That’s not in my skill set or in my power. That’s something 
that the Holy Spirit accomplishes – but not through me alone. It takes all of us. Every person who claims 
this church as theirs. We ALL have a role in growing the church – including the man in front of me. Church-
es that grow only because of the pastor are not much better, and don’t last much longer, than a cult of 
personality. It takes all of us living lives that emulate Jesus Christ, sharing our faith through both deeds 
and words. It takes people worshipping regularly and often; committing to spiritual formation; serving in 
ministry in teams, committees, events, and programs; inviting people to worship, Bible Study, and commu-
nity-building outreach. 
 

So, no, I am not the one who can grow a church. I needed him and everyone else. That’s what the church is 
about. 
 

Second, I told him, he was right, I should go – and so should he. In fact, we should all go. Isn’t that what 
Jesus commanded of His followers? That we should go – into our community and make disciples? To tell the 
truth, the commandment Jesus gave more than any other – more often than he told people to have faith, 
more often than He told people to love – Jesus said, “go.” Go to other people and live the gospel, share 
the gospel, and build the kingdom of God outside of the four walls of the church building. 
 

So, yes, I should go, and I will go; and so should he and everyone else that call themselves followers or dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ. That’s what the church is about. 
 

What was true then is true now. I am not enough to grow a church – any church. It takes each and everyone 
one of us – going and emulating Jesus Christ where we live, where we work, where we go to school, where 
we shop and everywhere else. It takes all of us living in relationships with people who do not attend wor-
ship for whatever reasons. It takes all of us living lives that draw people to Jesus Christ. 
 

That’s what I told the man sitting in front of me as his face went from glee to sobriety. I’d like to tell you 
that he did what I said, and things went swimmingly. He didn’t; but the church did, and guess what…it 
grew – numerically and spiritually. People found God there in profound and loving ways. 
 

It is my dream that everyone in the greater Fenton area (draw that circle as wide as you want) will know 
about Fenton United Methodist Church, and what they will know about Fenton United Methodist Church is 
that we are people among whom they can find 
wholeness in Jesus Christ.  
 

That’s what the church is about. 
 

And, I am glad to be in it with you! 
Pastor Jeff 
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Cultivating Little Disciples 
 

But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me, do not 
stop them; for it is to such as these that the Kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”  Mark 10:14 
 

Growing up, I remember begging my mother to sign me up for as many Vacation Bible Schools she could. 
One summer I spent a month going to different denominations to learn about God’s love. Vacation Bible 
School influenced my life and inspired me to want to know just how awesome our God is. 
 

I was reading a book written by Junius Dotson on discipleship. He says, “The problem is not lack of people. 
The problem is our inability to see and reach them.” Discipleship is a life long journey of growth and ma-
turity. Friends, this journey starts very early in our 
lives. What if the Church started seeing and reaching 
the hearts of our children in Fenton and Linden instead 
of being consumed with filling our pews on Sunday? 
What if the Church stopped trying to fix the Church and 
started making and growing disciples? 
 

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus reprimands the disciples 
for pushing away innocent and helpless children that 
people were bringing to Jesus to love on. If we want to 
grow disciples we cannot shove children aside but find 
ways to touch their hearts with the good news of 
Christ’s unconditional love. So, with the blessing of God 
and the work of the Holy Spirit, Fenton and Linden United Methodist Churches will have an opportunity to 
nurture and grow the children’s hearts to love the One who will always and forever love them uncondition-
ally, Jesus. 
 

In September, Kate Glasson, our Children’s Director, and myself will be starting a ‘Spectacular Saturday’ 
program for children in kindergarten through the fifth grade. Once a month we will have a mini-vacation 
Bible school from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. We will worship, study scripture, play games, do science ex-
periments, make crafts, sing, play musical instruments, and so on.  
 

My hope is that this once a month children’s program will bring our children together ecumenically, with-
out denominational boundaries, so we can begin to be the Holy Catholic Church we claim to be. More im-
portantly, I pray that ‘Spectacular Saturday’ becomes an invitation to children and their families who do 
not have a family of faith to call their own. Nevertheless, we are going to need disciples who will cultivate 
the fruit so we can reap a rich harvest to offer God in thanksgiving for the gift of God’s kingdom. 
 

So, I will be requesting your assistance. Please, prayerfully discern and ask for the Holy Spirit to guide your 
heart to invest in this ministry that will bring the little children to know Jesus’ unconditional love. And 
may we always be searching for ways to allow the Holy Spirit to work through us making the world a better 
place by filling it with God’s grace. 
 
Your humble servant in Christ Jesus, 
Michelle 
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New issues of the Mainspring are released every other 

month.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 

prior to a new issue.  If you would like to include an 

article into our newsletter, please send your request to 

Kathy at fumc.kathy@gmail.com. 

119 S. Leroy Street 

Fenton, MI  48430 

(810-629-2132)  www.fentonumc.com 

Fenton United Methodist Church 

Find us on Facebook! 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-

formation of the world.” 

Reaching upward to God 

Reaching inward to each other 

Reaching outward to our neighbors 

So that all can find wholeness  

in Jesus Christ. 

Our pastors want to reach out to the members of our con-

gregation who are sick, in the hospital or whose lives are 

otherwise in upset.  Most of the time, hospitals and family 

members let us know about illness or surgery, but not al-

ways.  If you know of a member who needs pastoral care, 

please call the church office.  It is better to hear about a 

need from twenty people than from no one. 

Fenton  
    United Methodist Church 

Non-Profit Organization 
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