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It may sound funny, but the word I associate with the season of 
spring is: emerging. 
 

The perennial flowers begin to emerge from the ground that was 
once frozen and covered with snow. On tree branches, buds begin 
to emerge that will soon become the leaves that absorb the sun-
light, nourish the tree and provide us with color and shade. The 
small animals that burrowed into the ground in the woods behind 
my home emerge to stretch and look for food. 
 

It was in spring that Christ emerged from the tomb. 
 

It was in late spring that the Holy Spirit filled the disciples at the 
festival of Pentecost, and what emerged was the church. 
 

For the last several months, Fenton United Methodist Church has 
been emerging from the limitations and fears that gripped our na-
tion and our community with the COVID pandemic. 
 

Our church calendar is nearly as full as it was pre-COVID. Activities 
and ministries that were put on hold are beginning to return. 
 

As of this writing (middle of March), our giving not only exceeds our 
expenses; our giving is slightly exceeding our budget! 
 

But we are emerging into a different world. 
 

While in-person worship attendance is lower than before the pandemic, an average of four hun-
dred and fifty people worship with us each week online! 
 

While we have the interest in having programs and ministries we had prior to COVID, and the 
community needs us to reach out with new ministries, we sorely lack the volunteers to make 
them happen. 
 

We are emerging, but we won’t look the same as we did before. 
 

There’s precedent for that. 
 

Think of the caterpillar that emerges from its cocoon with brightly-colored wings and six legs. 
Okay…I wouldn’t compare the pre-COVID Fenton United Methodist Church to a caterpillar. But I 
would encourage us to believe that we will emerge into this future which God is unfolding be-
fore us different and with new possibilities that we don’t even know we have yet. 
 

What will we look like six months from now? A year from now? 
Five years from now? 
 

I have no idea, yet. That will be up to us and to God. What I do 
know is that faith in what God is doing in us and among us will 
make us fly. It is up to us to spread our new wings, try flutter-
ing them a bit and see where God’s Spirit takes us. 
 

And as always, I am proud to be… 
With you on the journey, 
Jeffrey L Jaggers 
Pastor 

April / May 2023 

A Note from Pastor Jeff 

F e n t o n  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

Mainspring 
Join us for worship on 
Sunday morning as we 
seek to align our lives 
with God’s purposes. 

 
Traditional Worship  
9:30 AM, Sanctuary 

 
Contemporary Worship 

11:05 AM, FLC 
 

Live-streamed on  
Facebook & Website 

 
Barrier free facilities 

 
Nursery available 

9:30 & 11:05 
Infant to 4 years 

 
Lakeshore Kids 

9:30 
K-5th grade 
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FUMC Town Hall Meetings 
 
For some time now, you have probably been hearing about the divide in the United Methodist 
Church that has led some local United Methodist congregations to disaffiliate from the United 
Methodist Church and join the Global Methodist Church, another denomination, or become an in-
dependent congregation. Though there are several issues that has caused the rift, the main issue 
at hand seems to be the differences in conviction in regards to the full inclusion in the life of the 
church of persons who identify as homosexual or transgender. 
 

Many in our congregation, on both sides of the issue, have been wondering if Fenton United Meth-
odist Church will remain a United Methodist Church, or disaffiliate and join the Global Methodist 
Church. As we get closer to the time when a congregation has to make that decision (by the end 
of October of this year), it is time we got together to hear the latest information on the future of 
the United Methodist Church, the Global Methodist Church, and the process and costs of disaffilia-
tion. 
 

Therefore, I am calling us together for a Town Hall meeting on Sunday evening, April 30th at 6:30 
PM to present information about the United Methodist Church, the Global Methodist Church and 
the procedures and costs of disaffiliation. Because it is a very charged issue, and everyone has 
their journey and convictions in regards to it, we will not be debating the LGBTQ issue. We will, 
instead, be considering information regarding options for the future of Fenton United Methodist 
Church. 
 

Then, on August 1st, I will be calling us to forty days of prayer in regards to God’s will for our fu-
ture. On Sunday, September 10th, we will have another Town Hall meeting to prayerfully discern 
our next step, and to take a “straw poll” about remaining a United Methodist Church or disaffiliat-
ing. If any significant changes occur between April and September, I will certainly call us together 
to share those changes. Any new information will also be passed along through the most appropri-
ate means. 
 

I hope that you will attend the meetings on April 30th and September 10th. Please also join me in 
prayer for the United Methodist Church, the Global Methodist Church and the future of Fenton 
United Methodist Church. 
 

With you on the journey, 
Jeffrey L Jaggers 
Pastor 

 
Palm Sunday—April 2nd 

9:30 AM (Sanctuary) & 11:05 AM (FLC Truran Hall) 
 

Maundy Thursday—April 6th 
7:00 PM (Sanctuary) 

 

Good Friday—April 7th 
12:00 PM (Sanctuary) Ecumenical Healing Service 

7:00 PM (Sanctuary) 
 

Easter Sunday 
9:30 AM (Sanctuary) & 11:05 (FLC Truran Hall) 
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Memory Lane Sing-along Series 
Participatory Concerts with Matthew J. Packer 
Fenton UMC at 3:00 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

Come for the Singing—Come for the Community—Come for the Memories!  
Mark your calendars for these future Sing-along dates:  

June 25—Songs of the 50’s and 60’s  
September 24—Song of the 70’s and 80’s 

December 17—Songs of the Holiday Season 

FIRST AID KITS – NARCAN 
 

Last November, the Stephen Ministry Team hosted a presentation by Lori Ziolkowski, Vice Presi-
dent of Families Against Narcotics. Her presentation discussed the alarming increase in narcotic 
drug use, addiction, and overdose deaths occurring among our children, youth and young adults. 
NARCAN Nasal Spray is a prescription medicine used for the treatment of a known or suspected 
opioid overdose emergency with signs of breathing problems and severe sleepiness or not being 
able to respond. Lori was able to give us two boxes of NARCAN. One box is in our first aid box in 
the Narthex, and the second box is in the first aid box in the lobby outside Truran Hall. 

 

 This nasal spray medicine should be given 
 immediately upon when a suspected or known 
 overdose of an opioid has occurred. 

 

 If you ever know the Narcan box has been 
 used, or is missing, please let the Office or a 
 member of the Emergency Response Team 
 know.  

UWF (United Women in Faith)  

General Meeting and Luncheon  
Wednesday, April 12th at 12:00 PM, Fellowship Hall 

 

Hosted by the Love/Peace Circle, this program will be on Cyber Security, 
presented by the Michigan State Police. They will provide us with infor-
mation on scams, “phishing”, and fraud attempts on our phones and com-
puters. The cost of the luncheon will be $5.00. Please contact Barb Start 
(586-202-5951) if you are interested the luncheon or for Circle information. 
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2023 Pasty Dates 
Mark your calendars for this year’s 
Men’s Pasty Dates… 

May 20 
September 16 
November 16 

 

Beef & Veggie—baked or unbaked 
$4.00 each 

 

They are absolutely delicious!!! 

Adult Fellowship Opportunities 
Games & Fellowship meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each 
month at 1:00 PM for fun & games. All are encouraged to bring a 
game that can be enjoyed by all. Contact: Ginny Young 
 
Cards of Love & Care meet on the 3rd Monday of each month 
at 10:00 AM to make cards for those whom we would like to show 
our love and care to. Contact: Vicki West 
 
WAM (Wiser & Mature) Lunch-Ons—this is an adult fellowship 
group that meets four times a year for a delicious-themed lunch 
and great fellowship. 2023 dates are: June 8, September 12, and 
November 14. Contact: Jim McEwan 

Thank you for all of the donations for this life changing and artistic opportunity!  Clayton Stoker 

On behalf of the Burton family, I 
would like to thank all those who 
have prayed for us and sent kind 
thoughts through these last months 
and weeks. It was a hard time but 
prayers and cards reminding us of 
your love and God’s care eased the 
journey.                Thank you, Mary 
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On Behalf of The FUMC Nursery Team we would like to thank you for all your donations & continued sup-
port. We are currently seeking donations of Peanut/ Nut Free Snacks, 100% Juice Boxes & Mini Water Bot-
tles. All donations may be dropped off in either buildings Nursery or the Nursery Donation bins located in 
the Narthex outside of the coat closet on the right hand side and inside of the main entrance of the FLC 
building. 
 
This past month we bid our fondest farewell to Miss Karin as she embarked on her new journey in life at 
Land Between the Lakes in Kentucky. May God continue to lead her & bless her on her new adventures. She 
will be greatly missed!!!  
 
Please take a moment to offer our warmest of welcomes to Mrs. Jessica CeCe. She has joined our nursery 
team. We Look Forward to getting to know Miss Jessica better. Please stop by and say hello!  
 
One of the lessons the nursery littles have enjoyed learning about was the parable of The Mustard Seed. 
We planted our own seeds and will continue to nurture them and watch them grow. We painted prayer 
bowls that we will be presenting to our Stephens Ministries at a future date during one of the services. The 
children also had the opportunity to join Ms. Kate's Group for A fun balloon experiment, lesson & fellow-
ship. On Valentine's weekend the children passed out Valentines after service to the congregation. They 
LOVED doing It!!! We can't wait to showcase their pride and passions in the weeks to come. If you know of 
any littles who would like to join us for our weekly devotion & lots of fun, our door is ALWAYS open! 
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Kate Glasson 
Children’s Ministry  

Coordinator 
 

fumc.kate@gmail.com 
810-629-2132 ext 160 

 
Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Lakeshore Kids on Sundays at 9:30 AM 
 

Wednesday Nights: BFaith 6:30-8:00 PM 
 

Movie Nights: April 21st & May 19th 6-8 PM FLC 

 

Birthday Bags Hands-on Mission 
Project: Lakeshore and BFaith Kids 
are combining forces and gathering 
supplies to create Birthday Bags for 
our Food Pantry. These bags will share 
the joy of birthdays. Items needed are 
boxed cake mixes and frosting, nap-
kins, plates, balloons and plastic table 
covers. Please join the children of our 
church as we give them the tools to 
help others.  Thank you!  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

VBS 2023     July 17—21 
Register online at fentonumc.com 

Prayers & Pretzels—Come and join 
Mrs. Wood in making Lenten Pretzels 
on Wednesday, April 5th during BFaith 
Kids Midweek! 
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Stacey Highfield 
Youth/Young Adult Ministries 

fumc.stacey@gmail.com 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM,  

FLC Youth Café 
 

Games, Chats & Snacks  
(6-12 grades) 

Connect with friends (old & new),  
play games, and enjoy some snacks! 

Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, FLC Youth Café  
 

Follow us on Instagram @fentonumcyouth   

 

Calling 911 
Stephen Ministry has been equipping ourselves with knowledge of various re-
sources. From mental health stigmas; mental health facilities and problems; 
how to recognize drug overdoses, such as opioid uses, etc. We are hoping to 
become better aware of the issues people we care for might be facing. This 
way we can be better resources to help in difficult situations. 

At our meeting this month, Samantha Sturgis, Fenton’s 911 Dispatcher Supervi-
sor joined us to give a better idea of what happens when you call 911. She said that you would be 
asked “Where is your emergency” and then followed with a number of questions all while the dis-
patcher is multitasking and sending texts to either police, fire department or ambulance. 

Some of the take away information was: 

 1. If you dial 911 by mistake—stay on the phone and tell them it was a mistake. Otherwise, 
 they will try to call you back to see if there is an emergency. 
 

 2. Be patient with the number of questions asked—help is on the way but they want to glean 
 as much information as possible so the responders know what they are walking into. 
 

 3. Samantha said that you should just call 911 even if it isn’t a true emergency—all non  
 emergency calls go through the same dispatcher and they are trained to distinguish the help  
 needed. 
 

 4. Also, be aware that should you be unable to speak for whatever reason, you can TEXT 911 
 and reach a dispatcher. 
 

 

Three of our students are engaged in a collaborative 
Confirmation class with two other churches. Most 
recently, we visited Flint Islamic Center and St. 
George Orthodox Church. Learning about other 
faiths - and other expressions of Christian faith - has 
been enlightening!  
 

Watch your emails and texts  
for exciting summer opportunities!  

We are delighted to have thriving ministries, with 5-
10 students on Sundays and 10-15 on Wednesdays.  
 

Eleven of our students and three adults had a blast 
at Spring Hill in February!  

Our youth are building strong bonds!  
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New issues of the Mainspring are released every other 
month.  Submissions are due by the 15th of the month 
prior to a new issue.  If you would like to include an 
article into our newsletter, please send your request to 
Kathy at fumc.kathy@gmail.com. 

Find us on Facebook! 

“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world.” 

Reaching upward to God 
Reaching inward to each other 

Reaching outward to our neighbors 
So that all can find wholeness in Jesus Christ. 

Our pastor would like to reach out to the members of our 
congregation who are sick, in the hospital or whose lives 
are otherwise in upset.  Most of the time, hospitals and 
family members let us know about illness or surgery, but 
not always.  If you know of a member who needs pastoral 
care, please call the church office.  It is better to hear 
about a need from twenty people than from no one. 

Fenton United Methodist Church 
119 S. Leroy St. 
Fenton, MI  48430 

 
Community Easter Egg Hunt 

April 7th at 1:00 PM 
Outside at the Fenton Community Center 

 
In coordination with FARR, we are preparing for the up-
coming Community Easter Egg Hunt. We are in need of 
items to fill the baskets. Items needed include: candy (no 
chocolate bunnies), nail polish, hair ties, drawing pads, 
small basketballs, soccer balls, footballs, card games, 
Legos, and any other athletic items that small children 
might like. A donation bin is located in the Narthex. 
Thank you! 


