
 

   

 

 

 
              

         of St. Mark’s  

 

Creating Christian community, Living God’s love,  Serving our neighbors. October 2017 

 Council Members needed for next term, and a Treasurer needed sooner 

 

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy 

in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then 

give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, 

do it cheerfully.” Romans 12:6-8 (NIV) 

 

In 1958, economist Leonard Read wrote that “not a single person on the face of this earth knows how to make” a pen-

cil, but rather there are many people who have input in making the component parts of a pencil, such as lumberjacks, 

graphite miners in Ceylon (present-day Sri Lanka), those who made the brass ferrule, etc. [Read, Leonard E. (1958). I, 

Pencil: My Family Tree. Irvington-on-Hudson, NY: The Foundation for Economic Education, Inc.] 

 

Much like the pencil, no one person alone can run a church by herself.  St. Marks needs many different people with 

different skills to properly function.  We need ushers, assistants to the pastor, Sunday school teachers, choir members, 

committee members, and many other people and their skills in order for the church to properly function.  Some people 

head the call, and others are like Jonah, who “Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish,” instead of go-

ing to Nineveh as God had commanded. Jonah 1:2-3 (NIV).  Jonah eventually relented and served God in the way in-

tended. 

 

Some people, like Moses, do not feel that they can speak in public.  Moses asked, “why would Pharaoh listen to me, 

since I speak with faltering lips?” Exodus 6:12 (NIV).  God gave him courage to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  If 

you do not want a speaking part, you can volunteer with the Altar Guild, the flower ministry, or in the herb garden. 

 

What is your passion?  Is it cooking?  Volunteer to host a fellowship hour.  Are you good with numbers?  Volunteer to 

be a counter or serve on the Finance Committee.  Do you feel strongly about certain components of the service?  Join 

the Worship committee.  Are you good at knocking on doors?  Join the Outreach committee. 

 

Not everyone can preach like the apostle Paul, but we all can do something.  In Exodus 12, a battle between the Israel-

ites and Amalekites ebbed and flowed, so that “as long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but 

whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning.” Exodus 17: 11-12 (NIV). Aaron and Hur supported 

Moses’ hands with their own, helping Israel prevail.  Aaron and Hur were able to do God’s work, without public 

speaking or any specialized training.  Similar jobs today could include even helping Carol assemble the bulletin and/or 

Voice.   

 

Of course, if you are not afraid of public speaking, we would welcome your decision to read the lessons during the 

service, or be the assistant to the pastor. And we would very much welcome someone volunteering to be treasurer. 

 

--Darin Sorrell, Council President. 
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OCTOBER SOCIABLES 

Get your bike (and your legs) ready for 

our Sociables’ Autumn Katy Trail Ride/

Walk on Saturday, October 21. We will 

meet in Defiance at 10:00 am at the Katy 

Trail Bike Rental, on the left as you go 

through town on Hwy 94.  Lunch around noon at Defiance 

Roadhouse, just across the street. Join us for any or all of 

the activity. If you need any additional information con-

tact Jan Mueller, 314.368.6866 or jmue56@aol.com. 

BYOBike or rent there for $5.00 per hour. Contact Jan in 

advance if you need to rent a bike. 

 

Adult Education Schedule: 

October 1—The Book of the Revelation 

October 8—The Book of the Revelation 

October 15—Lutheran Family & Children Services—

Mike Duggar 

October 22—Reconciling in Christ 

Oct. 29—Reconciling in Christ 
 

October 22nd and 29th the Adult Class will be talking about the 

Reconciling in Christ movement in the ELCA.  

R.I.C. congregations promise publicly that they will be open 

and affirming of members who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or 

Transgendered. Those of us who are not one of these folk sel-

dom realize how difficult it is to find a congregation that will 

not condemn or outright harass someone who is.  

While we can, should the group wish, discuss the Biblical ques-

tion behind this, we will concentrate on the following things: 

1) What it means to be an R.I.C. congregation 

2) How a congregation becomes R.I.C. 

3) What happens within congregations who become R.I.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Adult Class meets on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

Calling all Nerds, Techies, Geeks and Propeller 

Heads! 

We need a Tech Crew! The new 

screen system is going in, we'll 

have a computer system to keep 

working and there will be times 

when the new Permanent Pastor 

will need some assistance learning how to make 

effective use of the equipment. 

It isn't that difficult - but people with some com-

puter background (even a home power user!) 

would be so very helpful in the future. 

SO! Please connect with Pastor John about this, 

and he'll give you the 4-1-1!        Pastor John 

Please contact Pastor John at 1963ford@live.com 
(the pastor@stmarkselca.com is not functioning). 

CALL COMMITTEE REPORT 
In September, our Ministry Site Profile (MSP), 

which is the outline of the opportunity of serving 

as pastor at St. Mark’s, was activated by the Cen-

tral States Synod. Activation means we now may 

begin receiving the profiles of candidates to inter-

view as part of the call process. Subsequently, we 

received a letter from Bishop Roger R. Gustafson, 

which indicated the following: “… we are experi-

encing a shortage of pastors available for call 

across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-

ica.  Here in our  synod we also have a consider-

able number of congregations in transition.  Those 

two realities mean you may not receive the names 

of candidates to interview as quickly as you might 

expect, and the number of candidates may be 

fewer than you desire.” The message is clearly to 

be patient. We have posted the full letter in the fel-

lowship hall. 

 

In the meantime, the call committee met and con-

tinues to prepare for the interview process, includ-

ing discussing and drafting interview questions 

that will be asked of all potential pastors. We will 

also be meeting to anticipate questions that may be 

asked of us and potential responses. 

 

    Bruce Steinke 

 



 

THURSDAY MEN’S WORK TEAM 

The next meeting of the Men’s Work Team will 

be Thursday, October 19 from 9-11:00 am.   

Coffee & bagels provided. 

THANK YOU’S 

Thank you notes have been received from our scholar-

ship recipients: 
 

-Thank you for awarding me the scholarship! I am so 

blessed to be a member of St. Mark’s and a part of the 

church family. I will using it to pay for my books. 

Thank you again!   Rachel Eschbacher 

 

-Thank you so much for the scholarship award! This 

will help me pursue new forms of service both on cam-

pus and abroad this year at school. I am so grateful to 

come from such a loving, supportive church commu-

nity and will always look forward to service at St. 

Mark’s!     Hanna Albers 

 

-Thank you very much for the scholarship money and 

the lovely send off to college! I can’t wait to come 

back and visit and I will always have the wonderful 

memories of church with me.  

Emma Lochmoeller 

 

-I am once again so blessed to have such an amazing 

church family who is devoted to their youth. You all 

shape and mold us into the young Christian adults we 

are today. Thank you so much for this scholarship to 

help me continue my final chapter of college. 

           Shannon Rose Laute 

 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

On Reformation Sunday, October 29th, the Worship 

Committee is asking you to use the “Scroll Paper” pro-

vided in this newsletter to put on our Luther Door in 

the Narthex.  Remember that Martin Luther nailed his 

95 Theses to the Wittenburg church door to inform 

people of the reforms that were needed in the 

Church.  In honor of that bold act, on this 500th anni-

versary year of the Reformation, we’re asking you to 

dream about our mission and ministry here at St. 

Mark’s.   

 

Prayerfully consider  St. Mark’s direction for the fu-

ture.  Let’s dream big!   

 

Additional sheets of paper will be available in the Nar-

thex.       

Page  3 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

For three Sundays in October, we will have the op-

portunity to contribute to the Endowment Fund in 

honor or in memory of a loved one.  Our endowment 

committee interest has been very helpful in funding 

special projects and for general expenses in the 

past.  We’d like to make sure the Endowment Fund 

stays strong and continues to serve our mission here 

at St. Mark’s.   

 

There will be special envelopes in the pews for 3 

Sundays, and the names of contributors and their 

loved ones will be listed in the bulletin on All Saints 

Sunday, November 5th, as well as in the December 

newsletter.  Remember, your gift can help keep our 

Endowment fund strong.  The Envelopes will be in 

the pews on the following Sundays:  October 15, 22, 

and 29.  Questions?  Please see Pastor Liz or Pastor 

John. 

 

LUTHERAN FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

SPECIAL SUNDAY      

On Sunday, October 15th, we will have a guest 

preacher and adult education presenter, Mike Dug-

gar, President and CEO of Lutheran Family and 

Children’s Social Services.   

 

This special Sunday is in recognition of Pastor Liz’s 

35th anniversary of ordination.   Pastor Liz has re-

quested that a diaper drive be held in conjunction 

with this celebration.  Bring your diapers and leave 

them in the Narthex.   

 

The pastors have adopted their 3 children through 

Lutheran Social Services and its mission has been 

meaningful to them in every congregation they’ve 

served.  If you prefer to donate money, please mark 

“Diaper Drive” in the memo of your check or enve-

lope.  There will be a cake reception in the Fellow-

ship Hall following worship.   
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The difference that Fairtrade makes...  

Fairtrade certification can make a meaningful difference to farmers and 

workers in developing countries. 
 

 

Through Fairtrade, producers feel the increased power that they have over their own futures. 

 

 With help from the Fairtrade Access Fund, farmers in Paraguay have opened the first ever 

producer owned sugar mill. 
 The Fairtrade Minimum Price mechanism has helped Fairtrade farmers of products such as 

coffee, cocoa, bananas and tea to secure a more reliable income and work their way out of pov-

erty. 

 Fairtrade enables farmers to have greater access to additional trading markets, through agri-

cultural developments such as organic farming, giving farmers incentive to improve their 

farms and sell more crops. 
 Investments of the Fairtrade Premium in agricultural techniques and equipment improves 

crop yields and quality. 

 Farmers and workers choosing to participate in Fairtrade oftentimes feel like they have a 

greater power and voice with a sense of control in their futures. 
 Fairtrade Premium investments contribute to improved housing, infrastructure, education 

and medical services within communities. 
 

We have teas, coffees, hot chocolate, candy and spices.  Bring your wallets and checkbooks!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next Fair Trade Sale will be Sunday, October 22 during Fellowship Hour.  



 

  

 

 

       

             

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00-8:00 pm 

The Gala 150th Anniversary Pageant on October 28 will recall St. Mark’s history in three skits. The late 
1800’s, Early 20th Century, up to present day. Special guests will include James Eads, President Grant, Mark 
Twain, Susan Blow, founder of the 1st Kindergarten, Scott Joplin, Martin Quigley, former pastors and St. Mark’s 
light hearted musical parodies. 
 

Preceding the Pageant will be a catered smorgasbord extravaganza with a wide variety of desserts, wine and beer. 
 

The evening will conclude and launch the next 150 years with a visit to the sanctuary lead by Martin Luther him-
self. This is the eve of the 500th Anniversary of the reformation, the mother of all protests. 
 

Feel free to dress in the time period you choose to add atmosphere to this fun filled celebration by our congrega-
tion. When you come it will make the evening even more successful! 
 

Reservations are required due to space limitations in the fellowship hall.  Tickets are $20/adult, $10/child. Tots 5 

and under are free.  Please make reservations ASAP with Wilma Wilson at 314-991-4991 or email wilmakwil-
son@gmail.com. Make out checks to St. Mark’s and write “Smorgasbord” in the memo line. Questions?  Ask Lisa 
Albers or Kathy Steinke. 

************************ 

SOCIABLES PROGRAM PLANS FOR OCT. 2017- FEB. 2018 

 

MONTH      ACTIVITY           SPONSOR   

October 21               Biking on Katy Trail    Jan Mueller 
Nov. 18     Chocolate Factory Tour   M. Endres 
Dec. 16     Christmas Caroling           J. & M. Bleeke 
Jan. 13, 2018     Wine, Appetizers, Planning   G. & F. Steinke 
Feb. 2018     Trivia Night     D. Sorrell 
 
Please watch for specific details in the Voice, Bulletin and Calendars. For more information contact sponsors. All 
members and their friends are welcome to join in the activities!!!! 
 

On Saturday, October 7th at 10:00 am we will be having our  

annual Blessing  the Animals worship service and fair.  Animals will be 

blessed and there is an opportunity to remember our pets who have 

died.  

 

There will be refreshments, dog treats, bandanas and a photo time for 

you and your pet. We’ll gather on the front lawn. Costumes are wel-

come. See you there! 
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Reformation 500 Luther Film Series regarding Martin and Katie Luther 
 

All will be shown at 7:00 p. m. at the Christ Lutheran Church Arden Mead Center Upper Room, 17 Selma 
Ave, Webster Groves, MO 63119 

 

Free showings, popcorn, and beverages. 
Free will offering for St. Louis Lutheran Habitat Build and Lutheran Disaster Response 

 
October 
1 – “Martin Luther” PBS Empires Series. The film shows the collapse of the medieval world and the birth of 
the modern age as he reluctantly took on the most powerful institutions of his day and won. 
 
15 – “Luther” – A 1974 film of the drama “Luther” written by John Osborne.  This filmed production stars Stacy 
Keatch with Judi Dench.   
 
22 – “Luther and the Reformation” by Rick Steves.  
Travel expert Rick Steves sheds light on the 500th anniversary of the Reformation by visiting key sites includ-
ing Erfurt, Wittenberg and Rome)(60 min.) 
                                                                          and 
“The Morning Star of Wittenberg:  The Life of Katie Luther” This documentary gives an in-depth look at the life 
of Katie Luther who helped Martin change the course of history. (30 min.) 

 

 
************************** 

LUTHERAN-CATHOLIC JOINT COMMEMORATION—500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

Sunday, October 29  - Ecumenical Prayer Service at Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis 

 

Monday, October 30 - Panel Discussion as Aquinas Institute of Theology 

 

Informational posters are displayed throughout the building. 

 
 

****************** 
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

 

If you wish to help with Hurricane relief, Lutheran Disaster Response is already there and we 
will be the last to leave. Please Note "Hurricane" in your memo field. This will work for either 
Harvey or Irma. 

 

If you wish to help with "It's My Book!", the reading program in public schools we are beginning, 

please put "My Book" in your memo field. 

 

The Screen system purchased years ago will be installed October 16th! We rejoice. Those who wish may 
contribute to the projector that will work with it. We welcome any gifts to this project which will require an addi-
tional $3,000 to $4,000 to complete. Now is the time to make out that check.  

 

We will direct all funds to the proper place, and I delight in assuring you that funds so directed go completely 
to where they are destined. Lutheran Disaster Response is incredibly responsible with your money, as are we 

here in St. Louis!                                Pastor John 
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Pastoral Acts—Wedding, September 9. 

Michael  Maughan & Stephanie Armstrong 



 

Happy 80th Birthday Lou! 

Any many more! 

Joint Confirmation with our South-

side Youth Cluster has begun! 

It’s My Book Orientation. 

You can still get involved.! 

See Pastor John for details. 

Intergenerational Sunday School Class 

kicks off a new Sunday school year. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

October 2017 

 

ST. MARK'S HAS A STEWARDSHIP TEAM! 

Annie Ferlisi, Linda Collins, Morris Kugler and Eunice 

Halverson are our new Stewardship Team - and their 
work will be to help the congregation celebrate the great 
work of  our congregation and the ELCA throughout the 
whole year ... not just during the Fall Stewardship Drive! 

But speaking of  the Fall Stewardship Drive - our Stewardship Sunday will be after 
worship on October 22nd, the week before the big 150th Anniversary Gala. There 

will be a Mission Festival held in the Narthex to celebrate our work as a congrega-

tion. You'll have the opportunity to see the work you are doing through the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America and through St. Mark's. Please plan to take part! 

 Stewardship Packets will be available at this event  

for all St. Mark's members.  

  


