
 

   
 
 

 
              

         of St. Mark’s  

 

Creating Christian community, Living God’s love,  Serving our neighbors.  May 2019 

On Mother's Day, four of our students at St. Mark will stand before you and affirm their faith.  

 

Ruthie Bynum, Ella Mackinson, Amelia Miller, and Jay Sorrell. They will tell you, in words and 

actions, that their faith is alive. 

 

* The faith that God instilled in them in Holy Baptism. 

* The faith that their parents nurtured from early on, bringing them to Church and Sunday School,   

teaching them the Lord's Prayer, inspiring them to the good life in Christ. 

* The faith that you, their fellow St. Mark's Folk, helped them grow into, offering them guidance 

and love, hope and care. Modeling for them how a Church lives its communal life in the world. 

 

YOU should be there. It should be a "packed house." The ushers should need to bring shoe-horns 

to squeeze extra people into those pews so that everyone can see this amazing and wonderful 

event. We haven't had a confirmation in the last couple of years. To put this simply: THIS IS A 

BIG DEAL!  

 

Your pastors look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Pastor John  

 

Pastors John and Liz have accepted an additional position as interim pastors at Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church. This should not affect their work here at St. Mark’s. They will start working with the congrega-

tion in May and begin preaching there in June. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      St. Mark’s celebrates a Risen Christ on Easter Sunday. 
                                   He is Risen indeed! 

Men’s Crew 

Thursday, May  16 
10:00 am 

Coffee and bagels available. 
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Service Committee 
Its scholarship time!  And it’s a double offer! 

We will be sponsoring coffee hour on May 5th to 

help fund our scholarship funds.  

 

1.      Will be our own college students.  The last few 

years we have been able to offer small scholarships 

to 4-6 students from our congregation.  We have re-

ceived many thank you notes and calls saying how 

thankful they were for the additional help with 

school expenses such as books, tuition, equipment. 

More importantly they all complete a brief essay of 

how service is important in their lives.  These are 

inspiring to read.  

 

2.      We will again be sponsoring a low-income 

first-generation college student.  More information 

on this will follow. Join us on the May 5th  and sup-

port the future of our church, our community and 

world.  

 

We are still collecting seeds for Feed my Peo-

ple.  See the basket in the back of church.  The cli-

ents love to raise their own food and we want to 

help them. 

 

Our collection for St. Martha’s Shelter was a great 

success. We ended up with 5 or 6 high chairs, sever-

al booster seats, games, toys, really cute clothes, 

food, diapers, utensils and more.  So thank you to all 

who participated and to our not so secret shopper! 

We also collected a barrel full of food to accompany 

the other items.  

 

The food pantry focus for this month is Kid 
Friendly Food in anticipation of summer 

break.  Many of the students depend upon school for 

breakfast and lunch and this will not be available 

over the summer... so think breakfast and  

   Service Committee 

 

 

  

Sheltered Reality Returns on May 4th! 

3rd Annual Neighborhood BBQ  
 

Our 3rd annual BBQ 
is scheduled for Sat-
urday, May 4th from 
11:00-2:00pm.  We 
scheduled it earlier 
this year to so we 
can invite students 
from Lutheran Cam-
pus Ministry and 
neighbors from 

Dewey School before the end of the school year, plus 
take advantage of cooler spring weather. 

 

Please mark your calendars for the BBQ on Saturday, 
May 4th . 

 

LEARNING COMMITTEE 

Confirmation   

Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation Rite )  
May 12, 2019 

 
Ruthie Bynum 
Ella Mackinson 
Amelia Miller 

Jay Sorrell  
 

will be confirmed during Worship service. 
We will also honor our confirmands at a Fellowship 

immediately following Worship. 
 

Adult Ed 
May 5—No Adult Ed. 

May 12—Janice Raeber from Lutheran Family &  
Children’s Service 

May 19—last session of the school year 
 

 
Please join your St. 
Mark’s church family 
and friends at Shaw 
Park on Sunday, June 9 
at the South Pavilion for 

our Annual Picnic.  Church service will start at 
10:15 and lunch follows. Meat and drinks will 
be provided. Please bring a dish to share and 
your own plates/utensils. See you at the park! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

JOBS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

    Clean out weeds from Iris flower bed along driveway—Pastor Liz 

    Remove dead vegetation from beds in front of Church 

    Collect and bag leaves around the Church and Office building 

    Prep and plant grass seed in former garden in back or Church 

    Pick up sticks and trash on lawns 

    Clean up Herb Garden and reset tool "mail" box 

    Replace burned out light bulbs in Fellowship Hall, Nursery & Sunday School Rooms 

    Touch up paint on cabinets in Kitchen. 

    Prep and paint door frame of Nursery 

    Clean stoves and ovens 

    Prep and paint the back porch of the office building 

    Prep and touch up paint the front of the stage.—C. Kugler 
 

If you will volunteer to do any of these projects contact Fred Steinke, email: fhsgems@aol.com 314-843-5053 or 314-
307-7454.   
 

Thank you to all those who came to the Work Day on Saturday 3/9 and Carol Kulger who painted the poles in the fel-
lowship hall on her own!  And… THANKS TO SNOW SHOVELERS!!!  This winter brought more snow than we can remem-
ber….especially on the weekends.  Our sincere thanks to those who helped us for the major snowfall in January and 
then the minor snowfalls in February and March.  In alphabetical order:  Mark Endres, Mike Hennies, Steve 
Lochmoeller, Pr. John and Pr. Liz, Darin Sorrell, Bruce Steinke and Fred Steinke.  We saved thousands of dollars because 
of your help. And thanks to anyone we might have missed.   

                                                                      Fred Steinke, Property Chair 

 

 

 

Reminder: Getting started with the My Schnucks eScrip 
Card program is easy. Once you sign up, you earn up to 
3% of your purchase amount for St. Mark’s.   

 

1. Stop in at Schnucks and pick up a My Schnucks Card. 

2. Register your card online at escript.com/Schnucks or by calling 1-800-931-6258. 

3. Show your card each time you check out. 

4. St. Mark’s Group ID# is 164503026. 
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God's Holy Spirit has been 
the power source and guid-
ing light of the Church 
since the day it blew 
through the Disciples on 
Pentecost. The Spirit has 
been within the Church 
through good times and 

bad, hard times and easy, joy and sorrow. In the 
Book of the Acts of the Apostles (Acts), we read 
the story of The Church as it has repeated itself 
over and over again for 2000 years. 
 
Come and be a part of a Wednesday Evening Bi-
ble Study. We meet from 7-8:00 pm. This is an in-
depth study, going slowly and seeking the wisdom 
for our particular moment of the Church in the an-
cient stories of the Apostles. We  will meet May 1, 
8, 15 & 22. 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 
We need two people willing to attend the 2019 

Synod Assembly,  
June 6-8, 2019 in Overland Park, Kansas.   

 
Please contact Pastors John or Liz if  you 

would like to attend.  
 

 

“IT’S MY BOOK!”  

 

Jan Mueller got some 

great cards from the stu-

dents of Dewey. Jan is one 

of our six regular readers 

there!   

 

Not pictured are: Phyllis 

Atkins, Kathy Steinke, 

Emily Endres, Dr. Morris Kugler & Dr. Amelia 

Aschenbrenner. Thanks for another great year! 
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Last day of  Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Tuesday, May 7. 

  

Last day of Chancel Choir rehearsal is  

Tuesday, May 28.    

 

We will resume practice on Tuesday,  

September 3. 

 

New Choir members welcome! 

Mark your calendars for September 3! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For three Sundays in May, we will have the oppor-
tunity to contribute to the Endowment Fund in 
honor or memory of a loved one.   

 

Our Endowment Fund interest has been very 
helpful in funding special projects and for general 
expenses in the past.   We’d like to make sure the 
fund stays strong and continues to serve our mis-
sion here at St. Mark’s.   
 

There will be special envelopes in the pews for the 
first three Sundays in May: the 5th, 12th, and 
19th.  The names of contributors and their loved 
ones will be listed in the bulletin on Sunday, May 
26th for Memorial Day weekend, as well as in the 
June Voice.   

 

We had a strong response when we did this for All 
Saint’s Sunday.  Questions?  Please see Pastor 
Liz.  



 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker at Women of the ELCA General Meeting 

Third time is the charm!  Our guest speaker had an emergency at Bravely last month and sincerely regretted 

that she could not join us.  Once again we are truly very excited to have  the executive director of Bravely, 

Michelle Roberts, speak after our WELCA general meeting May 1, 2019 which is from 10:30 to 11:30.   

Ms. Roberts will speak from 11:30 to 12:00 and then join us for lunch at 12 noon.  Everyone is welcome to 

join us.    Ms. Roberts, MEd, MSJ, LPC, NCC, is a trauma therapist and award-winning journalist. She also 

holds a Masters degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling from University of Missouri-St. Louis and is also 

a PhD candidate in clinical mental health counseling there. She has Masters in Journalism from Northwestern 

University.  

A nationally certified psychotherapist, she also operates her own private practice, the St. Louis-based Relation-

al Trauma Recovery Center, where she works with clients, mostly women, whose PTSD, anxiety, depression, 

and addictions were caused by past relationship trauma and abuse. Roberts' approach to her work in session 

and at Bravely is feminist and multi-culturally informed. 

 

 

 

 

Small Group discussion at our Women of 

the ELCA 2019 Spring Retreat held April 

13. 

Our theme was Listening to God, Embrac-

ing our Gifts, led by Eunice Halverson    



 

 How does Katie Luther inspire you? 

by Audrey Novak Riley 

 

 

Women of the ELCA celebrate Katie Luther in May, remembering her not only as Martin’s wife and 

the mother of their six children, but also as the energetic and effective manager of all that went on at 

Lutherhaus—its flocks and fields, its brewery and its boarding house—and as a bold, thoughtful, 

faithful woman. 

 

From her childhood, Katie was apparently destined for a quiet life as a nun in the convent led by her 

aunt, the abbess of Nimbschen. At the age of 16, Katie made her final vows, no doubt expecting to 

live out her days in the convent’s peaceful routine of prayer and contemplation. 

 

But two years later, in 1517, something happened. A monk who taught at the nearby university tacked 

up a list of 95 theses on a church door where everyone could see them—and it was a sensation among 

the scholars and religious of the region. Katie and some of her sisters were eager to learn all they 

could about this new movement in the church, reading and discussing these new ideas among them-

selves. 

 

After years of reading and thinking and praying, Katie and her sisters realized that they had to change 

their lives. They begged to be released from their vows, asking their families to take them back under 

their roofs, but the families refused. Then one of the women—maybe it was Katie?—had the idea to 

write to that monk in Wittenberg for his help. 

 

Now that was bold. Did they realize what they were asking? The abduction of a nun—even if it was 

her idea—was a crime that carried a heavy penalty, especially for a monk like Martin Luther. And yet 

Katie and her friends asked. Martin and his friends answered, smuggling the women away in the wee 

hours of Easter morning, 1523. 

 

Before long, all the nuns were settled in Wittenberg with the husbands Martin found for them—

except one. Katharina von Bora was jilted by her first choice, and after that, she said, she would have 

no other but Martin Luther himself. Now that was bold.  The gossips had plenty to say about the scan-

dal of the escaped nun marrying the revolutionary monk—we can imagine—but the couple found real 

happiness together. And that was bold, too.  

 

We Lutheran women love Katie Luther, not least for her boldness. She stood for the courage of her 

convictions, even in the face of the sternest opposition. That’s an inspiration to all of us. And her wise 

management of the Luther family’s resources is another inspiration. What other parts of Katie’s per-

sonality and life story do you find especially inspiring? How can we be more like her? 
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Check out St. Mark’s Little Free Library at 
the west side of church near the herb garden! 



 

F.Y.I—St. Mark’s collected $280.00  for  a sending/thank you to Pastor Rebecca 
Boardman as she moves on to a new opportunity in Arizona. 



 

 

 St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

6325 Clayton Road 

St. Louis, MO 63117-1808  

www.Stmarkselca.com 

E-mail:office@stmarkselca.com 

314-721-6974    

 

 

MAY 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
  
   

   
 
 . 
 
 

  
 
6:15 pm Bell Choir 
7:15 pm Chancel 
Choir 
 
   

1 
 
10:30 am Women of 

the ELCA  
  
7:00 pm – 100 
Women Who Care 
 
7:00 pm Bible Study 

2 3 
 

7:00 pm 
Sociables to 

Theater 

4 
 
9:30 am Girl Scouts 
in Fellowship Hall 
 
11:00 am – 2:00 pm 
Picnic & Drum Line 
Event  
 
 
  
 

5 
 
9:00 am Sunday 
School 
10:15 am Worship  
11:45 am Fellowship 
6:00 pm St. Louis Flute 
Choir Rehearsal 

6 
 
  
 

7 
 
6:15 pm Last Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 
7:15 pm Council 
 
7:15 pm Chancel 
Choir 
 

8 
 
 7:00 pm Bible 
Study 

 

9  
 
 

10 
 

. 

11 
  
8:30 am Learning 
Committee @ Bread 
Co in Brentwood 
 

10:00 am Service 
Cmt.at Bread Co in 

Brentwood 
 

Church Work Day 
(tentative) 

Confirmation       12 
 
9:00 am Sunday 
School & Adult Bible 
Study 
10:15 am Worship-
Confirmation  
11:45 am Fellowship 
6:00 pm St. Louis Flute 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
Happy Mother’s Day! 

13 
 
 

14 
 
10:00 an Mary 
Circle 
 
  
7:15 pm Chancel 
Choir 
 

15 
   
10:00 am Rebekah 
Circle 
 
7:00 pm Bible Study 
 

16 
  
 9:00 am Men’s 
Crew 

17 
  
 
  
  

18 
  
9:30 am Girl Scouts 
in Fellowship Hall 
 
  
 
  
   

        19 
 
9:00 am Sunday 
School and Adult Bible 
Study 
10:15 am Worship-  
11:45 am Fellowship 
   
6:00 pm St. Louis Flute 
Choir Rehearsal  
 

20 
  

7:00 pm Eve Circle 
   

21 
 
7:15 pm Chancel 
Choir 
 

Newlsetter 
Deadline 

22  
 
10:00 am 
Piecemakers 
 
7:00 pm Bible Study 

23 
 
  
 

24 
 

 
   

25 
 
   

                         26 
 
10:15 am Worship-  
11:45 am Fellowship 
  
6:00 pm St. Louis Flute 
Choir Rehearsal 

27 
 

6:00 pm German 
Speaking Group 

 
Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
7:15 pm Chancel 
Choir-Last 
Rehearsal 
 
6:45 pm Sarah 
Circle at the 
Olympia 
Restaurant 
 

29 
 
  

30 31  

Altar Flower 

Ministry 

Sarah Circle 

 
 



 

       

MAY 
    
 

 
1 JP Schott 

3 William Endres 

6 Noah Turner 

7 Trevor Schott 

9 Michael Albers 

9 Carol Schmidt 

13 Magretta Yokota 

14 Bryce Miller 

27 Kurt Steinke 

  

  

 

 

 

MAY 

 
 

22 Ralph & Evelyn Kolb 

26 Bruce & Kathy Steinke 

29 JP & Lauren Schott 

 
 

 
 
 

The Voice is published monthly by 
St. Marks Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Online at www.Stmarkselca.com 
E-mail: office@stmarkselca.com 

6325 Clayton Road, St. Louis, Missouri   63117 
Phone: (314) 721-6974   Fax: 721-6982 
Carol Johnson, Administrative Assistant 

 

Please submit Voice articles by the 21st of each month.

 
               WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR May 2019 
 

 May 5 May 12 May 19 May 26 

ASST. TO PASTOR John Davis Kayleigh Koester Mark Endres Matt Hibbard 

ACOLYTE Soren Hennies Connor McManamon Willie Sorrell Bryce Miller 

COMMUNION  
DEACON 

Sherry Prel Sue Davis Trish Winchell Rick Rapplean 

READER Lisa Albers Marsha Balluff Paul Laute Carol Kugler 

USHERS 
John Bleeke 
Judy Stenzel 

Bruce Steinke 
Rick Rapplean 

Peter & Ellie Chereson 
Paul Laute 

Rick Rapplean 

GREETERS 
Wilma Prifti 

Rebecca Verble 
Fred Steinke 

Nancy Hofheinz 
Emily Endres 
Carol Schmidt 

Sue Davis 
Nettie Larson 

VISITOR  
FOLLOW-UP 

Lou & Wilma Prifti Fred & Grace Steinke Mark & Emily Endres John & Sue Davis 

ALTAR GUILD 
Nancy Hofheinz-Set 
Mark Endres - Clear 

Nancy Hofheinz-Set 
Mark Endres – Clear 

Nancy Hofheinz-Set 
Mark Endres – Clear 

Nancy Hofheinz-Set 
Mark Endres - Clear 

ALTAR FLOWER  
      MINISTRY 

Sarah Circle Sarah Circle Sarah Circle Sarah Circle 

COUNTERS 
Paul Laute 

Rick Rapplean 
Paul Laute 

Rick Rapplean 
Paul Laute 

Rick Rapplean 
Paul Laute 

Rick Rapplean 

FELLOWSHIP Service/Scholarship Confirmation Sign-Up Sign-Up 

 



 

S t .  Mark ’s  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church  

6337 Clayton Road 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1808 

Pastors John & Liz Backus 

Phone: 314-721-6974 

Fax: 314-721-6982 

E-mail: office @stmarkselca.com 

Web: www.stmarkselca.com 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

May  2019   

 

 

 

  

 

Sociables to the theater—May 3rd  

BBQ & Sheltered Reality—May 4th 

Rite of Confirmation—May 12th 

May 19—Last Sunday School/Adult Bible Study before Summer break 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Annual Church Picnic in Shaw Park—Sunday, June 9th 

(see pg. 2 for details) 


