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Creating Christian community, Living God’s love, Serving our neighbors.

May Day
The celebration on the first of May has ancient roots. Spring was coming for real (sure took it's
time here in St. Louis this year, huh?) and the promise of a coming harvest began to look good.
As a boy, I was instructed by my Mom to put a basket of violets I'd picked on the doorstep of the
little girl next door (sadly, not Pastor Liz - wasted basket of flowers ...) and ring the doorbell.
When she answered, she chased me until I got caught and kissed. Is that still a thing?
May Day is also a celebration of workers and work. I think it would be good to revive that notion,
in a time when work is often derided and devalued.
Pastor Liz and I like to work. We believe it is good for one, often curative of body and soul. When
you put the last nail into a wall, fill the fish-pond full of water and turn on the waterfall, clean up
the last paintbrush or hang that hammer on the wall in the outline on the pegboard ... you've done
something. Work is good.
On May Day, I hope you celebrate work. I earnestly pray that the work you do to support your life
and your family is valued by those for whom you work. I believe that you should be paid fairly for
the work you do - receive an appropriate share of the profit that your employer derives from your
service.
I earnestly pray that the work you do can bring you joy and fulfillment. It's a long old run to
"retirement" if you find your work distasteful or unhappy.
And I pray that if you are at work on May Day, you grace another person at your work. Wish them
a happy May Day and say something good about the work they do.
Pastor John

Pastoral Acts: April 5, Graveside service for Laura Brannan
April 28, Memorial service for Laura Brannan
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Service Committee
Our Lenten Tree Project was a wonderful success. We
had over 1400 items donated (over 2400 if you count
individual diapers!).
For three Sundays in May, we will have the opportunity to contribute to the Endowment Fund in
honor or memory of a loved one.
Our Endowment Fund interest has been very
helpful in funding special projects and for general
expenses in the past. We’d like to make sure the
fund stays strong and continues to serve our mission here at St. Mark’s.

Thanks to all who donated goods, money, packed mand
hauled! St. Marks is such an amazing and generous
congregation. A very special huge THANK YOU to
Annie Ferlisi our fearless shopper, without whom we
could not have pulled this off. Thanks Annie!

It is Scholarship Time: We raised over $1,700.00 dollars at our coffee hour and Fair Trade sale. What we
need now are applicants. See Sue, the bulletin board or
There will be special envelopes in the pews for the Service box for an application. This is open to all memfirst three Sundays in May: the 6th, 13th, and 20th. bers of St. Marks participating in post high school studThe names of contributors and their loved ones will ies. We have the $$, now bring us your applications!
be listed in the bulletin on Sunday, May 27th for
Memorial Day weekend, as well as in the June
Our herb garden clean-up day is scheduled for May 5th.
Voice.
Bring your shovel, some gloves, an old pair of shoes and
We had a strong response when we did this for All come and join us. No one is too young or too old. The
Saint’s Sunday. Questions? Please see Pastor Liz. herbs are bought and ready to plant. I am surprised how
often we receive compliments or thanks from neighbors
who enjoy the harvest and/or the peace. Garden clean
Call Committee Update
up will be followed by a brief Service Cmt. Mtg.
The Call Committee has recently received interest
and information from a new pastor candidate. A
first interview has been scheduled with the comOur May food pantry theme is Kid Friendly Food. Think
mittee for late April.
of breakfast and lunch items kids enjoy or can prepare
Bruce Steinke
for themselves. Many students who are rely on breakfast and lunch at school will be home for the summer
without these meals. Think peanut butter, cereal, oatmeal, crackers, soup, mac and cheese, etc.

Last day of Bell Choir Rehearsal is
Tuesday, May 8.
Last day of Chancel Choir rehearsal is
Tuesday, May 22.
We will resume practice on Tuesday,
September 4.
New Choir members welcome!
Mark your calendars for September 4!

Our May special project is “Adopt a College Student”
fundraiser for one or two high school students who have
been accepted to college on scholarship, but need help
furnishing their dorm room. Look for more info to
come in upcoming bulletins.
Sunday, June 10 in Shaw
Park. Worship service at
10:15 am followed by
food, games and fellowship.
More details to follow in
the June Voice and upcoming bulletins.
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Thank You!

A thank you has been received from Joe Jovanovich
of Dog Town United:
Dear St. Mark's Lutheran: thanks so much for all the
help
. offered by the volunteers from St. Mark's for St.
Patrick's Day. I've heard so many compliments from
our board members about how great your team was.

2. Register your card online at escript.com/
Schnucks or by calling 1-800-931-6258.
3. Show your card each time you check out.
4. St. Mark’s Group ID# is 164503026.

I'm so thankful for your support. In April, we will be
figuring out more on the agenda of Dogtown United
that's unrelated to St. Patrick's day, and I would love
to keep you involved in this work.

Thanks so much again,
Joe Jovanovich
Learning Committee
Thank you to all of our youngsters and young adults
who did an amazing job with this year’s Easter
Breakfast! We raised over $1000 to go toward youth
activities in the coming years! Thank you to the St.
Marks family for your generous support.
Sunday school for all ages is going strong until our
final day on Sunday May 20th.
We are anxious to pick a St. Mark’s Reads summer
selection. We like to pick a book that has a movie
version and is appropriate for youth through adults.
We will then arrange for group leaders to lead 3-4
Sunday morning book discussions in the summer and
have a movie night to enjoy at the end of the summer.

Thank you St. Mark's Lutheran for bringing us dinner
FOUR TIMES this semester:-) We can't get enough
of your chicken & taters, sassy salads & yummy desserts and HOMEMADE BREADS!

Send Lisa Albers your suggestions so we can choose
our book! Past selections have been: Holes, To Kill a
Mockingbird, The Shack, The Help and The Secret
Life of Bees.
Lisa Albers

Getting started with the My Schnucks eScrip
Card program is easy. Once you sign up, you
earn up to 3% of your purchase amount for
St. Mark’s.
1. Stop in at Schnucks and pick up a My
Schnucks Card.

Men’s Crew
Thursday, May 17
9:00 — 11:00 am
Coffee and bagels available.
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Sorry, That's Not My Gift
Written by Anthony Robinson
"Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed." - I Corinthians
12: 1
I'm having second thoughts on spiritual gifts. For a time now, we've been saying -- I've been saying -- that
folks need to discern their particular gifts and be supported in exercising those gifts. We have done gift discernment inventories. We have offered gift discernment workshops.

And sometimes that's been terrific. Some people have named a gift they hadn't recognized and claimed a
ministry that had their name written all over it. Hallelujah!
But sometimes this has gone sideways. As in, the dishes need to be washed. The trash wants taking out. The
notes for the meeting need to be taken and distributed. Or someone has to ask people for a pledge for next
year's budget. And people say, "Sorry -- not my gift."
Sometimes there's stuff that just needs to be done. Sometimes -- well, really, all the time -- there are mundane things that need to happen so the group, family, church, etc. can function. Someone has to show up to
unlock the door. Someone has to take the food donations to the food bank. Someone has to count the offering.
Sometimes, in fact, it may even be good for us to do stuff -- service -- that has no glory in it, that isn't really
fulfilling for us. We do it because it needs to be done. We serve, whether the task at hand is exactly our thing
or not. And maybe we even forget about ourselves while we're doing it -- which may, in the end, be at least
part of the point of service in the first place.
Prayer: God, grant me grace so to lose myself in service to you that I may be truly found. Amen.
About the Author
Tony Robinson, a United Church of Christ minister, is a speaker, teacher, and writer. He is the author of
many books, including What’s Theology Got to Do With It: Convictions, Vitality and the Church. You can
read Tony's "Weekly Meditation" and "What's Tony Thinking?" at his website,
www.anthonybrobinson.com.
Submitted by Wilma Prifti
Family Fun Night in honor of Mom’s
You won't want to miss St. Mark's Family Fun Night in Honor of Moms on
Saturday, May 12 starting with dinner at 6 pm.
Bring a favorite dish your mother makes/used to make to share as well as
your favorite board or card game. For the kids -- an opportunity to make a
Mother's Day card and gift. For the adults, games and socializing -- and a photo booth for all!
It's free, but please make a reservation by contacting Eunice Halverson at 314-269-7994 or
eunice_halverson@att.net. What a great fun way to honor mothers!

A group picture with Mr. Lincoln
and his family at the Lincoln Library.

Visiting Mr. Lincoln’s
home in Springfield, IL.

Lincoln spent much time in the Old State Capital,
where he tried cases before the Illinois Supreme Court.
He delivered his famous "House Divided" speech in
Representatives Hall in 1858 when he began his
campaign for the U.S. Senate.

And the reason for the trip.
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J P Schott
Andrew Endres
Noah Turner
Trevor Schott
Mike Albers
Carol Schmidt
Magretta Yokota
Bryce Miller
David Riter
Kurt Steinke

Ralph & Evelyn Kolb
Beth & Edward Eschbacher
Bruce & Kathy Steinke
JP & Lauren Schott
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WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR May 2018
May 6

May 13

May 20

May 27

ASST. TO
PASTOR

John Davis

Darin Sorrell

Kayleigh Koester

Mark Endres

ACOLYTE

Jay Sorrell

Clara Velloff

Amelia Miller

Soren Hennies

COMMUNION
DEACON

Judy Stenzel

Lou Prifti

Nancy Hofheinz

John Bleeke

READER

Carol Kugler

Paul Laute

Mark Endres

Sign-Up

USHERS

Bruce Steinke
John Bleeke
Peter & Ellie Chereson

Paul Laute
Sherry Prel

Dan Miller
Judy Stenzel
Carol Schmidt
Joe Stockley

GREETERS

Fred Steinke
Joe Stockley

Wilma Prifti
Nettie Larson

Sue Davis
Rasma Chereson

Emily Endres
Ellie Chereson

VISITOR
FOLLOW-UP

Fred & Grace Steinke

Lou & Wilma Prifti

John & Sue Davis

Mark & Emily Endres

Lisa Albers – Set
Mark Endres - Clear

Lisa Albers – Set
Mark Endres – Clear

Lisa Albers – Set
Mark Endres – Clear

Lisa Albers – Set
Mark Endres - Clear

Sarah Circle

Sarah Circle

Sarah Circle

Sarah Circle

Paul Laute
Rick Rapplean

Paul Laute
Rick Rapplean

Paul Laute
Rick Rapplean

Paul Laute
Rick Rapplean

Chereson/Schmidt

Kugler’s

Sign-Up

Sign-Up

ALTAR GUILD

ALTAR FLOWER
MINISTRY

COUNTERS

FELLOWSHIP

Linda Collins
Steve Lochmoeller
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

10:30 am WELCA

6

7

9:00 am Sunday
School & Adult Bible
Study
10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship

9:00 am Garden
Clean-Up followed
by a brief
Service Cmt. Mtg.

9

10

11

10:00 am Mary
Circle

14
7:00 pm Outreach

20
9:00 am last Sunday
School & Adult Bible
Study
10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship

6:30 pm German
Speaking Salon
group
7:00 pm Eve Circle

27

28
Memorial Day

6:00 pm Family
Fun Night to honor
Mom’s

15
7:15 pm Chancel
Choir

21

12
8:30 am Learning
Cmt. @ Bread Co
in Brentwood

6:15 pm Bell Choir
7:15 pm Council
7:15 pm Chancel
Choir

13
Happy Mother’s Day
9:00 am Sunday
School & Adult Bible
Study
10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship

10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship

8

5

16
10:00 am Rebekah
Circle

22
7:15 pm Chancel
Choir

17

18

9:00 am Men’s
Crew

19
Sociables – Trip to
Winery

23

24

30

31

25

26

10:00 am
Piecemakers

6:45 pm Sarah
Circle at Olympia
Kabob House

29

6:45 pm Worship
Cmt.

Altar Flower
Ministry

Office Closed

Sarah Circle
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S t. Ma rk ’s E va ng el ic a l L ut he ra n Ch u rc h
6337 Clayton Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1808
Pastors John & Liz Backus
Phone: 314-721-6974
Fax: 314-721-6982
E-mail: office @stmarkselca.com
Web: www.stmarkselca.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Saturday, May 12
6:00 pm Family Fun Night in honor of our Mom’s
***********
May 17
9:00 am Men’s Crew
***********
May 19
Sociables to Winery
Save The Date!!
Sunday, June 10, Church Picnic
Saturday, June 16th Drum Line Event

