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Creating Christian community, Living God’s love,  Serving our neighbors. May 2017 
 

As of this writing, the Transition Task Force - tasked with setting up the information needed to proceed to 
calling a permanent Pastor - will be completing its work in May. At the May Council meeting, the council 
will be presented with their findings, and council may begin setting up a call committee. We will thank the 
TTF for their labor in May, and pass the work on to a Call Committee. 

This is a good time to talk about "Call." Pastors look for all the world like they are hired. They are not hired. 
They are called. It is a three part Call. 

1) the internal call that the Pastor has felt to be a minister in the Lutheran Church - a servant in word and 
sacrament. 

2) the external call of the congregation - the group who believes that this individual, having felt the internal 
call, is the one to lead them forward in mission and spirituality. 

3) the call of God - whose hand guides all this process through our prayer and study. 

Pastors are always "Intimate Others." Always in the same "soup" as the congregation and always connected 
in fellowship and prayer to the members. At the same time, always just a bit different - not completely one 
with the congregation - needing to remain somewhat separate in order to properly skipper the ship when 
the water is rough. 

Pray, sisters and brothers, for the call process and for the new permanent Pastor - whoever that may be - 
that St. Mark's may grow in spirit and in truth over the next years! 

The Transition Team will meet on Monday, May 8.  This will be our final meeting before passing our work 
on to the Church Council.  

We thank Isi Albers, Marian Bleeke, Rasma Chereson, Bruce Steinke, Chuck Yokota and Rebecca Verble for 
their willingness to serve in this capacity. 

Pastor John   
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Please mark your calendars for visits from other guest 

Pastors visiting St. Mark’s 
  

May 14 - Bishop Gustafson 

June 4 - Rev. Martin Rafanan 

July 9 - Rev. Michael Megahan 

July 23 - Rev. Jeff Lindgren 
 

There are others we are waiting to hear from before 

announcing their names.   If you have any suggestions 

for visiting guest pastors please see Kathy Steinke or 

any member of the Worship Committee.  

 

Outreach Committee will sponsor a  
 

BRAVELY “BOX” PARTY 
 

During fellowship on Sunday, May 7th 

 

What is a Bravely Box Party?   A Bravely Box party 

is a gathering sponsored by individuals or organiza-

tions, like St. Mark’s, where guests can hear about the 

mission of Magdalene St. Louis and Bravely from a 

resident of the program and purchase products.  This is 

a brand new undertaking for Magdalene St. Louis and 

the Outreach Committee is inviting YOU to support 

this mission. 

 

An essential part of recovery is preparing for employ-

ment and developing skills that will empower residents 

to earn a living wage for the rest of their work careers. 

That’s why Bravely was formed—they design and sell 

apparel so that they can share their message of hope 

with you AND so that they can grow their skills in all 

aspects of running a business: sales, marketing, web 

design, order fulfilment, book keeping…the list goes 

on. These are transferable and marketable skills that 

they will carry with them for life. 

 

Magdalene St. Louis, Executive Director Hope Welles 

Jernagan, Christine McDonald, and Senior Rabbi 

Elizabeth Hersh have shared messages during worship 

and meetings of the Women of the ELCA explaining 

how our partnership is God’s hands in this mission.   

The Bravely Box Party is another way for St. Mark’s 

to enrich our relationship and support the mission of 

Magdalene St. Louis.  

 

THURSDAY MEN’S WORK TEAM 

The next meeting of the Men’s Work Team will be 

Thursday, May 25 from 9-11:00 am .   

LEARNING COMMITTEE 
There are exciting things happening with learning at St. 

Mark’s. The arrival of Easter season means we are celebrat-

ing spring and wrapping up our learning year. Our Youth 

have been busy with activities and their biggest fundraiser 

of the year with another successful Easter Breakfast. The 

total raised was $919.00 and we heartily thank everyone for 

your generosity! These funds help support our service, over-

nights, camp and travel program for all of our children. 

Whenever we can put kids in the presence of those who are 

passionate about the Lord’s work then it is a good thing! 

 

Look forward to two faith step events: 

Our newest acolytes Clara Velloff, Jay Sorrell. and Soren 

Hennies will receive their Faith Step cross! 

 

Our two seniors Rachel Eschbacher and Emma Lochmoeller 

will be graduating HS this spring and we will give them 

their final Faith Step bead as we send them off into their 

next faith journey! 

 

Important upcoming dates: 

Tuesday May 2—6:30 pm Christ Lutheran---Confirmation 

planning meeting (contact Mary Dallmann or Pastor John if 

you have input you wanted included in the meeting) 

Sunday May 14—Bishop Gustafson leads Adult Bible 

Study at 9:00 am 

Sunday May 21—Last day of Sunday School 

Summer 2017—St. Mark’s Reads (our summer book/movie 

study) book choice and movie dates to be announced soon 

(If you have ideas for a book/movie then please send them 

to Lisa Albers—we will make a final decision at our May 

meeting) 

June 16-18—Youth service trip to Potosi Trout Lodge (we 

have two youth planning to attend: Rachel Eschbacher and 

Isi Albers---cost is $80 each for all food and lodging) 

Confirmation Camp and Camp Wartburg sessions--- 

(some middle school youth are already registered or consid-

ering attending) if interested please see Lisa Albers or Mary 

Dallmann 

 
Fall 2017—Confirmation Class for 7th graders will begin 

Sunday June 25, 6-8 pm at Trinity in Kirkwood---Youth 

planning meeting for fall 2017-2018 

September 15—Early registration due for Summer Youth 

Gathering in Houston summer 2018 

September 24—Cluster meeting planning for Gathering 

 

We look forward to a summer of exciting learning, service 

and planning activities. Reminder, there is no VBS 

(Vacation Bible School) planned for St. Mark’s this sum-

mer. If anyone is interested in planning this please let our 

committee know and we will help in any way we can. We 

will forward information about other Area 10 VBS opportu-
nities that we find out about! 
 

Blessings for a great end to the school year! 
 



 

States Synod as a member of the Pastor to Pastor 

pilot project; a member of the Bishop’s Pastoral 

Care team; co-chair of local arrangements committee 

for the 1993 Church wide assembly in Kansas City; 

Chair of the evangelizing strategy task force; and  a 

contributing writer for “Lectionary Homeletics” 

which is a bi-monthly journal designed to give Pas-

tors a resource by writing commentaries on upcom-

ing readings in the liturgical schedule.. 
 

In the community he served he was a volunteer me-

diator for Johnson County Small Claims Court and 

taught mediation techniques at Johnson County 

Community College. In addition Bishop Gustafson 

has been a consultant for “Clean Water Interna-

tional” which offers sponsorships to children born 

into extreme poverty with the idea that all children 

deserve clean and untainted water. 
 

Roger is married to Pastor Susan Langhauser and 

has a son Andy who works at Mariner Wealth Advi-

sors.  His favorite past-times include rock and jazz 

music, motorcycles, and barbecue. 
  

“As I look back and connect the dots, the importance 

of belonging that was so much a part of my growing

-up years would stay with me as I left the security of 

my parents’ home to venture out into the world. 

Later, as I became interested in and then more in-

volved in the Church, I came to realize that the 

whole notion of belonging was really what the Bible 

talks about in terms of relationship. Paul puts it this 

way: “… you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to 

God.” (1 Cor. 3:23) Belonging. Whether we live and 

serve in Area Ministry 1 or 10 or anywhere in be-

tween, the Gospel of Christ assures us that we be-

long to each another. It is that sense of belonging – 

to Christ and to one another – that I want to rein-

force as bishop. I look forward to doing just that in 

the months and years ahead.” 
 

Information obtained from his biography on the 

ELCA website.  To learn more about Bishop Gustaf-

son  see The Office of the Bishop section of the 

ELCA homepage. 
 

We are honored and excited to have Bishop 

Gustafson join us to help celebrate the St. Mark's 

ministry! 
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SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS 
It is Scholarship Time:  Applications will be available 

on the bulletin board in the basement or from the of-

fice or Sue on line.  Applicants should be members of 

St. Marks and participating in post high school educa-

tion.  Applications are due the beginning of June. 

We are also looking for donations to this fund.  We 

were thrilled to be able to award $2500 in scholarships 

this past fall.  The students were very grateful and 

each wrote of how they see themselves engaging in 

Christian service now and in the future.  We have less 

money this year and hope to be able to accommodate 

all our students. See Sue, Ruth or Trish for questions. 

 

We are overwhelmed with the wonderful, generous 

response to the Lenten tree.  We have achieved way 

beyond our goal of 150 items for the Crisis Nurs-

ery!!!!    

 

Lastly, our 150th anniversary item collection for the 

next few months are backpacks.  We are amazingly 

already half way to our goal of 150.  Thank you to all 

our generous donors.   If you don’t want to hunt for 

bargains, one of our shoppers will gladly shop for you.  

It would be great to have these on display for when the 

bishop comes in May! 

 

WORSHIP NEWS 

Welcome, Bishop Roger Gustafson  

on Sunday, May 14th 
 

Please join us Sunday May 14th as we welcome 

Central States Synod residing Bishop Roger 

Gustafson to St. Mark’s as our special guest 

preacher as part of our year-long 150th anniversary 

celebration.  A festive reception will immediately 

follow worship in the fellowship hall. 
 

Bishop Gustafson began his road to pastoral care and 

leadership career a bachelor’s degree in journalism 

from the University of Minnesota.  He earned his Mas-

ters of Divinity degree with honors from the Pacific 

Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkley, California.  

His first careers were in the print media on a variety of 

newspapers.  Bishop Gustafson began his spiritual 

ministry at Advent Lutheran Church in Olathe, Kansas 

in 1990. 
 

Bishop Gustafson has been serving in the Central 



 

MAY SOCIABLES 

As we celebrate St 

Mark’s 150th Anni-

versary this year, 

there are so many 

wonderful and excit-

ing things going on. 

Please come to a 

Barbeque on the 

front lawn of the 

church (weather de-

pending) on May 

13th from 12 – 4 pm. 

If it is raining it will be held inside in the fellowship 

hall. The menu will be boneless pork steaks, ham-

burgers, hot dogs and brats, salads, chips and an ice 

cream sundae bar.  

 

I need people to help plan, shop, setup and serve for 

this event. Please contact me if you can help, my 

number is 314-293-1015 (Home) and 314-952-4287 

(cell). We will need all the help we can get.  Thanks 

in advance!   

   Beth Eschbacher 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 

Hello everyone, please 

join your St. Mark’s 

church family and 

friends at Shaw Park 

on Sunday June 11 at 

the South Pavilion. 

Church service will start at 10:15 and lunch follows.  

The meat (hamburgers/hot dogs) and drinks will be 

provided. Please bring a dish to share and your own 

plates/utensils. There will be a cake walk so if you 

would like to donate a cake/dessert/cookies for this 

that would be great and a wrapped white elephant 

for Bingo.  

If it should rain it will be held in the fellowship hall 

at the Church. If you have any questions please see 

me at church or contact me at 314-952-4287. Thanks 

and we will see you there. 

 Beth Eschbacher – Fellowship chair 

 A Mother’s Day Prayer 

 

We pray for Mothers everywhere… 

 

For mothers of young children that they may nur-

ture and raise their children to be good and faithful 

people in the world. 

 

For mothers of older children that they may have 

the wisdom to know when to help their children  

hang on to their roots and when to spread their 

wings. 

 

For mothers of grown children that they may feel 

satisfaction in a job well done. 

 

On this day we remember mothers of children in 

war-torn countries, mothers of children where dis-

aster or famine has struck, and mothers who fear for 

their children’s safety that they may find food for 

their children, justice for their families and peace 

for their souls. 

 

We also lift up those for whom this day is painful; 

mothers whose children are missing; mothers whose 

children have died; mothers who have lost children 

to miscarriage, mothers who have had abortions; 

mothers who have lost custody fo their children, and 

mothers whose children have disappointed them.   

 

We pray for those who wish to have children but 

have none that they may be filled by God. 

 

We pray too, for all motherless children, children 

whose mothers have abused or abandoned them and 

for all those whose mothers have recently died. 

 

For all the good experiences of motherhood, we 

thank and praise you Lord. We lift up to you for 

healing all the painful experiences of motherhood. 

 

Written by Pastor Joelle Colville-Hanson. 
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Greetings from Ralph & Evelyn Kolb and Dolly Darigo 

and Gene & Betty Collins from their new digs!! 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

May 2017 

ST. MARK’S 
 
  
 

 

St. Mark’s 150th Anniversary BBQ & Party on the Front Lawn. 

 May 13th from 12 – 4 pm 

(see pg. 4 for details) 

 
****************************** 

 
 Join us for worship with Bishop Gustafson on May 14! 

The Bishop will also be leading Adult Sunday School at 9:00 am. 
 

Special Fellowship Hour Following Worship 
 
 


