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At the congregation's January meeting, the following Statement of Intentional Welcoming was passed. 
 

The arms of Jesus are always spread wide in welcome. In keeping with Jesus’ call to welcome the stranger, 
St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church wants the community to know: 

  
We welcome those of diverse economic backgrounds. Those of means and those who are in need are  

welcome to worship here as full partners in the life of this Church. 
  

We welcome those of diverse family backgrounds. Single parent families, “traditional” families, blended 
families and those to whom family is one person are welcome to worship here as full partners in the life of 

this Church. 
  

We welcome those of diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds. There exists here no color or culture barrier to 
full partnership in the life of this Church. 

  
We welcome those of diverse gender identities. We are engendered in varying ways including but not lim-
ited to straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered. These various ways of being are no barrier to full 

partnership in the life of this Church. 
  

We welcome those with disabilities, physical, mental and emotional.  Our church building is wheelchair  
accessible, we have a hearing loop and we strive to implement other accommodations as needed.  

These conditions are no barrier to full partnership in the life of this Church. 
  

We welcome those who seek spiritual growth and enrichment regardless of where they are on their faith 
journey.  We welcome lifelong Lutherans, those from other traditions and those just beginning to explore. 

All who are drawn to the communion table are welcome. 
  

We recognize that not everyone will want to stay … but we offer this welcome as a way of introducing our-
selves as a part of the body of Christ here in Clayton. 

 
This statement has included us in the list of Reconciling in Christ Congregations - an internet website that 
people use to find a Church that is open and welcoming to all people. ALL people.  

Feel free to spread the word about this. We are open for "business". We are out the doors and into the com-

munity (see opportunities in this newsletter) and we are ready to continue our journey as the Body of 

Christ.  

 

Adult Education 

The topic for the next several weeks at Adult Education is 1 Corinthians. We have been moving into this slow-

ly - getting a lot of background stuff spoken of and asking some really good questions about scripture in general 
and the times that the Biblical authors wrote. You can start up any time and not feel out of place so please feel 

free to try Adult Ed at 9am on Sundays!       Pastor John 
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 St. Patrick’s Day Parade &  Sociable Event 

 To further our relationship with the 
community, the Outreach Committee 
has volunteered to help Dogtown 
United during the annual St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade on Saturday, 
March 17 and we need your help. 
From 6:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dogtown United will need 
our assistance. Duties may include: 

setting up booths and barricades, replacing trash and 
recycling bins, removed barricades and manning Dog-
town United information booths.  
 
Volunteers would be expected to break into smaller 
groups and lend a hand for 2-4 hour shifts throughout 
different parts of the day. 
 
Morris Kugler is ordering sweatshirts for the parade for 
volunteers to wear. The sweatshirts are $17.00. Reach 
out to Morris if you are interested in purchasing a 
sweatshirt. Deadline to order is March 4th. 
 
More information about logistics and duties will be 
shared in the bulletin. If you have any questions, reach 
out to Pastor John or Matthew Hibbard. 
 
Cross of Cares 

Cast your cares on the Lord and he 
will sustain you; He will never let 
the righteous be shaken.”  Psalm 
55:33 (NIV) 
 

During Lent, there is a 
“Cross of Cares” located in 
the Narthex beside a basket 
of cloth strips.  Feel free to 
take a moment to pray or re-
flect on a care or burden on 
that is on your heart and tie a 
strip of fabric onto the cross.   
 

During the Good Friday ser-
vice we will carry the cross to the altar as a visual sym-

bol that we place our cares in God’s hands. 

 
**************************** 

Men At Work! 
The once-a-month Thursday group to fix things about 
the Church building is going great guns.  
 
We meet at 9am on the 3rd Thursday of the month. 
Next one is March 15.  Come for bagels and coffee and 
fix-up time!  
 

Council’s Corner  
We are happy and thankful to announce that dur-
ing our first Council meeting this year Trish 
Winchell agreed to be President of Council for 
only a 1 year term and Ruth Sorrell has agreed to 
re-join Council as Service Chair.  Because of 
these actions, our Council now meets our consti-
tutionally-required number of members.    
 
Current Council members for 2018: 

Trish Winchell – President 
Rasma Chereson – Vice President 
Rebecca Verble – Secretary 
Matt Hibbard – Outreach Chair 
Ruth Sorrell – Service Chair 
Lisa Albers – Learning Chair 
John Bleeke – Worship Committee liaison 
Wilma Prifti – WELCA President 

 
Our current treasurer arrangement is for Nancy 
Hofheinz to sign the checks that are prepared by 
Mary Dallmann.  Mary is being paid for continu-
ing as the Church’s financial secretary to manage 
our payroll and accounts payables.  Council 
would love to find a current member interested in 
joining Council and being the treasurer.  Please let 
one of us or Pastors John or Liz know if you 
would be interested. 

Building news to report is that our HVAC Task 
Force met with Bob Tuckett, an HVAC engineer 
and former member of St. Mark’s.  HVAC is the 
building’s heating and air conditioning systems.  
We have a very aged boiler system for heat.  In 
the last 17 months, there have been 12 leaks to 
current boiler system since Pastors Liz and John 
have become our interim pastors.  Bob agreed to 
evaluate our HVAC systems and to make basic 
recommendations for securing HVAC services 
throughout the entire building utilizing existing 
equipment where appropriate.  Bob is doing this 
as a gift to the congregation and he will not 
charge us for his services.  This begins our HVAC 
review for the future which ultimately will require 
financial investment by the Congregation if and 
when new equipment is needed.  The Task force 
will make recommendations to Council for how 
we can manage or replace our HVAC systems for 
better utilization of resources.   

Our HVAC Task Force currently includes Lou 
Prifti, Dave Riter, and Steve Lochmoeller.  Beth 
Ann Bynum may help as well.  We are thankful 
for their time for this matter. 
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Sanctuary Synod Resolution  

Listening Sessions 

At our 2017 Synod Assembly voting members adopt-
ed a resolution that encouraged all congregations to 
support and engage in the ongoing work of welcom-
ing refugees. They also asked that a task force be ap-
pointed to explore becoming a Sanctuary Synod of 
the ELCA and to report back to the 2018 Synod as-
sembly in June.  This task force has been meeting and 
would now like to invite you into the process through 
a series of Listening Sessions.  
 
These meetings provide the opportunity for you to:  

1 ) hear from people who want to share their 
experiences of interacting with those who come from 
places other than the U.S. and have been here for ex-
tended periods, and  

2 ) provide other constructive input to the 
Task Force for possible inclusion into the response to 
Synod.  
 
These sessions are meant to collect information and 
not to debate the merits of any aspect of the Resolu-
tion. They will have a direct impact on the way the 
task force responds to our Synod's resolution. Every-
one with experiences, and anyone with concerns, 
opinions, and passion about the possibility of becom-
ing a sanctuary synod is encouraged to attend.   
Central States Sanctuary Synod Resolution Listen-
ing Sessions 

 Saturday, March 3: 10:00 am–12:00 noon at St. 
Mark's Lutheran, St. Louis, MO 

 
Sunday Dinners at the LCM House 
Delivering hot, home-cooked meals to college stu-
dents gathered around the Sunday dinner table at 
the Lutheran Campus Ministry house is an act of 
love.  Students from several universities gradually 
arrive in time for a hearty 7 p.m. dinner followed 
by candlelight worship at 8 p.m.   
 
St. Mark’s is quickly becoming known for provid-
ing a wholesome meal of vegetarian chili, home-
made bread, baked chicken, skin-on mashed pota-
toes, salads and melt in your mouth desserts.  Sup-
porting this ministry is important and necessary. 
Would you like to prepare an item and/or help de-
liver it along with other food to the LCM house on 
7019 Forsyth Blvd?  The Outreach team will pro-
vide recipes if needed and cover a portion of the 
food costs.  St. Mark’s has signed up for the third 
Sunday in March and April.  If you are able to help 
with the March 18th meal, please contract Kathy 
Steinke.  Help us be God’s hands and feet. 

Did you know that Cravin’ Fresh Catering (the ca-
terer we used for some of the food for the Smorgas-
bord event) is providing the mashed potatoes for the 
meals we deliver to the LCM?  Paul the owner heard 
we were feeding college kids and offered to help.  
“It’s a way to give back and we’ll all about that.”  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry Fund Raiser 
Lutheran Campus Ministry needs your support as we em-
bark on a service learning trip to Antigua, Guatemala this 
spring break. Students will learn about coffee farming 
and serve with hands-on projects. Learn more from the 
students when they visit to sell Fair-trade Guatemalan 
Crafts and direct-trade coffee on March 25 during Fel-
lowship Hour.  We accept cash, check, Venmo (@LCM-
STL)and credit card.  Learn more: www.LCMstl.org                        

Rebecca Boardman 

 
Worship News—Seder Dinner 

Join St Mark's Lutheran Church 
for our annual Seder Dinner on 
Holy Thursday, March 29 at 
6:00 pm. We will celebrate a 
complete Seder in a family style 
setting. 

The celebration includes a delicious dinner of lamb,  
salad, potatoes and a variety of desserts. A free will 
offering is requested but not mandatory. No one will 
be turned away. 

Please contact Marsha Balluff, 314.581.4218, or 
marshaballuff@gmail.com to make a reservation to 
join us in this ancient celebration to thank God for 
His mighty acts in leading His people out of slavery 
in Egypt. 

Friday, March 30 - Good Friday service at 7:00 pm 

Saturday, March 31 - Time of Prayer and Reflec-
tion from 1-3 pm. The church will be open during 
that time for reflection and prayer. 

Easter Sunday, April 1 - Breakfast beginning at 
8:30 am followed by an Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30 am 
for the kids. Worship at 10:15 am. 

 

Drum Line Event—Save the Date,  

Saturday, June 16th.  

http://www.lcmstl.org/
tel:%28314%29%20581-4218
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The Lenten Tree is back this year to collect baby (and 

toddler) items for Crisis Nursery. Ornaments are availa-

ble on the Lenten Tree with needed items—or if you 

prefer, you can give money to Annie Ferlisi or Jane 

Knittig and they will do the shopping for you. See An-

nie or Jane with Questions.  Let’s collect baby items! 

 

 

 

 

Crisis Nursery Wish List 

No ornaments left or not sure what to get? Try something off the Crisis Nursery  

• Art supplies including play dough, paint, model magic, and construction paper 

• Diapers, especially sizes 4, 5, 6 diapers and pull-ups 

• Wipes 

• Lotion 

• Bubble bath and baby wash 

• Hair products for African American children 

• Children’s clothing, especially sizes 3T – 16/18 

• Dress up clothes 

• Underwear and socks 

• Coats, shoes, and gloves, especially for school aged children 

• Sippy cups 

• Enfamil with Lipil (or store brand milk based) 

• Toys, especially Mega Blocks or Legos, light-up toys, cars and trucks, dolls, and toys for older children 

• Children’s DVDs rated G or PG 

• Cleaning supplies including dish soap, laundry detergent, trash bags, Lysol Wipes, and Swiffer cleaners 

• Batteries 

• Paper products including plates, paper towels, and plastic spoons and forks 

• Healthy, kid-friendly foods like fruit juice, canned fruit and vegetables, and mac and cheese 

 

Service Committee Update: 

Soup-er Bowl—Thanks to all! We collected 215 cans of soup for the Salvation Army and predicted the 

winner! 
 

Valentine’s Day Project—We sent cookies, little toys, lotions and tons of love to 11 college/graduate 

stuents and 4 shut-ins. Thank you to our bakers, packers and delivery agents! 
 

Thanks to all who participated in our Fair Trade Closeout Sale. We donated our proceeds to the Scholar-

ship Fund. Our next and final sale will be April 8th when weewill have a coffee hour for the Scholarship 

Fund. 
 

Look for a late April garden clean up day! 



 

 

   It's My Book! at Dewey! 

Thank you, thank you,  
thank you! 

 

The Outreach Committee hosted a fundraiser event for the “It’s My 
Book!” reading program during Fellowship Hour on February 18. The 
event was an overwhelming success thanks to the generosity of this con-

gregation. During the fundraiser event alone, we were able to raise $1,380. With this financial support, the 
Outreach Committee will be able to support the 2018-2019 school year at Dewey Elementary.  

Thank you for making an impact in the community. If you would like to continue to show your support, 
please note “It’s My Book!” in your giving so that it can be collected in the proper dedicated fund. Thank 
you again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A thank you note from student       St. Mark’s “sweet church ladies” at 

“Dahira” of  Dewey School.                   Dewey for a “Black History Month” event    



 

S t .  Mark ’s  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church  

6337 Clayton Road 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1808 

Pastors John & Liz Backus 

Phone: 314-721-6974 

Fax: 314-721-6982 

E-mail: office @stmarkselca.com 

Web: www.stmarkselca.com 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Time to Spring Forward on March 11 
Remember to turn your clocks ahead one hour on  

Saturday, March 10 at bedtime. 

 

 

Easter Season Opportunities to Worship  

Thursday, March 29—Seder Dinner on Holy Thursday at 6:00 pm 

Friday, March 30 - Good Friday service at 7:00 pm 

Saturday, March 31 - Time of Prayer and Reflection from 1-3 pm.  
The church will be open during that time for reflection and prayer. 

 

Easter Sunday, April 1 - Breakfast beginning at 8:30 am followed by an  
Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30 am for the kids. Worship at 10:15 am. 

 

 


