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Creating Christian community, Living God’s love,  Serving our neighbors. March 2017 

 TRANSITION TASK FORCE UPDATE: 

 

Dear Beloved at St. Mark's: 
 

The last TTF meeting was a blast! We worked together on three lists of five items. They are: 

 

First:  What are five things we want our permanent pastor to be strong in: 
 

1) Strategic Planning 

2) Preaching / Worship Leading 

3) Administration 

4) Stewardship 

5) Global Service 
 

Second: What are five things we would like our permanent pastor to do in their first year with us: 
 

1) Connect with members directly 

2) Help the congregation better connect with the Cluster, the Synod, and the ELCA 

3) Form a Mission Focus / Strategic Plan (with the advice of the congregation / congregation council) 

4) PREACH - Bring your “A” game to the pulpit 

5) Spend time and effort with the structures (committees and groups) of St. Mark’s.  
 

Finally: What are five things the congregation will do to support the efforts of the permanent pastor: 
 

1) Communicate effectively about our committees and groups. 

2) Provide encouragement and patience and openness to 

change 

3) Encourage your continued learning and growth 

4) Provide financial stability 

5) Support you with earnest, consistent prayer 

 

 

Pastors John & Liz                                                 

 

Pastoral Acts: Baptism of  Michael Thomas Karr 
                                                                   
                                                                                                                               

        
              
                                                                                                                                                                 St.  Mark’s Transition Team                                                                       

                                                       Bruce Steinke, Chuck Yokota, Isi Albers 
                                                                                                                                      Rebecca Verble and Rasma Chereson 

                                                                                                                                           (not pictured) Marian Bleeke 
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45
th

 Annual  

ASH WEDNESDAY  

BREAKFAST 

Worship with Holy Communion  
and Imposition of Ashes 

 
Wednesday, MARCH 1, 2017 at 7AM and 9:30AM 

WELCA invites all members and visitors to attend this 
inspiring event at St. Mark’s on Wednesday, March 1.   
 
Begin your Lenten Season with this meaningful com-
munion service and imposition of ashes followed by a 
breakfast that includes egg casserole, hot cross buns, 
fruit, coffee and juice.  The tables are traditionally set 
in the formation of a cross and music includes “Were 
You There When They Crucified My Lord?”  
 
Make your reservations to Wilma Wilson at 314-991-
4991, wilmakwilson@gmail.com, or the church office.  
Please indicate if you are reserving for the 7:00 AM or 
9:30 AM service/breakfast.  Proceeds from the free 
will offering will benefit Magdalene House. 
 
150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Please mark your calendars for visits from other guest 

Pastors visiting St. Mark’s 

  

March 12 - Rev. Robert Banitt 

May 14 - Bishop Gustafson 

June 18 - Rev. Martin Rafanan 

July 23 - Rev. Jeff Lindgren 

August –TBD 

September—TBD 

October—TBD 

 

There are others we are waiting to hear from before 

announcing publicizing their names.   If you have any 

suggestions for visiting guest pastors please see Kathy 

Steinke or any member of the Worship Committee.  

 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

The Outreach Committee is looking for volunteers to 

help update the outdoor message sign. We’ll provide 

you the messaging, all you need to do is update the 

sign (and we can help you with that too!) If you can 

help, please contact Matt Hibbard. Thanks! 

CALLING ALL MEN!   

Men's Work Crew has begun! 

And in one meeting we  

 replaced needed furnace filters,  

 met with a building inspector to gain insight on 

the office building we own,  

 fixed and re-installed the screen for the fellow-

ship hall so that it can be used,  

 worked on the sign lighting 

discussed and planned for mounting the screen in 

the sanctuary and providing a projector for use 

there. Not bad for two short hours! 

 

We will break into two groups and each group will 

meet once a month.  
 

The next Thursday Group will meet March 16th at 

9am with coffee and bagels. 
 

We will get a Saturday morning group going in 

March. Date to be announced. Great job, men! 

Chuck, Dave, Mark, Rick, and Fred all attended the 

first meeting.      

 
PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

March 18 Property 
Work Day!!   

All able body men, 

women and children 

are invited (and en-

couraged) to join the 

Property Committee 

in cleaning up the yards and outside of the Church 

and office building.  

 

Please mark your calendar for Saturday, March 18 

from 9:00 am—12 noon.   

 

Inside clean up will take place in April. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

The TV located in the Narthex provides members 

and visitors important information about church 

events and programs, but recently, the TV screen 

has gone dark! Why's that? It's because we've ex-

perienced a shortage of volunteers to help keep the 

messages updated on a continual basis. Let's keep 

the TV screen on and the messaging going. Those 

who are interested would be responsible for updat-

ing the TV screen for at least once a month. Contact 

Matt Hibbard to learn how you can get involved.  



 

MARCH SOCIABLES—A Night at the Theater.  
Join the Sociables for an evening at the theater to see 

Arthur Millers' A View From the Bridge on Satur-

day, March 4, 2017. 

 

The Clayton Community Theater is located one 

and half blocks west of St. Marks in the former CBC 

HS building, 6501 Clayton Road.  Starting time is 8 

pm.  Cost per ticket is  $12  as a group rate. Please 

contact Fred Steinke for tickets and payment. 

Make checks payable to: Fred Steinke, cash also 

works.  

 

Reservations and payments are due no later than 

Sunday, February 26, 2017. The building is handi-

cap accessible with a lighted parking lot. 

 

This event is not limited to St. Marks members so 

bring your friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: A Records Organizer    

St. Mark’s is a treasure trove of information and im-

portant historical documents.  We have lists of those 

who served in World War II, we have baptism and 

marriage records.  We have bulletins and newslet-

ters, and 150 years of records that need preserv-

ing.  At least some of them do.   

 

Our ELCA has guidelines for what to save and for 

how long. Carol Johnson and Pastor Liz will help in 

this process.  But we need one or two people to work 

on organizing all the church records and storing 

them in a way that makes them easy to retrieve and 

will preserve them for future generations.   

 

We want to get started this spring or early summer, 

and we’ll need a complete audit done before we can 

purge some of the financial records.  Interested?  

Please talk to Pastor Liz.  
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SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS 

We have lots coming up in the next few months. 

To honor our 150th anniversary, we are collecting dif-

ferent items each month in the multiples of 150.    

 

In honor of all the new babies at 

St. Marks, the Lenten tree will 

be a baby shower to collect 

baby (and toddler) items for 

Crisis Nursery.  Ornaments are available on the 

Lenten tree with needed items - or if you prefer, you 

can give money to Annie Ferlisi or Jane Knittig and 

we will do the shopping for you. 

 

Annie has Easter stickers for you to serve as a re-

minder to pick up baby shower items.  See Annie or 

Jane with questions.  Let's collect 150 (or more) baby 

items! 

 

May will culminate our collections with  150 Back 

Packs.  These are a big item and we are hoping to 

have a display for the Bishop when he preaches.  They 

are starting to go on sale now, so keep your eyes open. 

We will need to collect these early as the Bishop is 

here on Mother’s day.  Donate a back pack in honor 

of your mother for Mother’s Day!!!!! 

 

We will take any of these items at any time so if you 

see a good sale…… 

 

THANK YOU!  
St. Mark’s generosity is far reaching indeed. Due to 

the surplus of items—socks, gloves and hats, donated 

by St. Mark’s members, Sue Davis and the Outreach??

Committee offered to donate some of them (113 pairs 

of socks and a total of 30 hats, gloves and scarves ) to 

an elementary School in Collinsville, IL The school, 

Kreitner Elementary, is made up of 80% ESL/Title 9 

students. The school does a lot to help these largely 

Spanish speaking immigrant families.  

 

The faculty and parents  of Kreitner Elementary are 

very grateful to St. Mark’s for your help. 

                      

    Submitted by Carol Kugler 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you to the Service committee for the cookies. I 

really appreciate it.  They are delicious! 
    Tom Dwyer 



 

WELCOME BACK PASTOR ROB! 

Pastor Robert Banitt, who served as pastor of St. 

Mark's from 1990-2005, will be preaching on March 

12th as one of our special guests celebrating our 150th 

anniversary.   

 

After serving 15 years at St. Mark’s, Pastor Rob 

Banitt retired from our midst to greener pastures in 

the state of Illinois.  He later served as interim min-

ister for churches in Mascoutah, Hazelwood, and 

Sullivan, MO, until moving to Cumming, Georgia, 

north of Atlanta in 2013.  Rob and his wife, Dixie,  

currently attend Christ the King Lutheran Church 

where Dixie plays in the Bell choir and Rob sings in 

the Chancel choir.  He also teaches Tuesday Morn-

ing Bible Study.    

 

Now that they are "officially" retired, they spend a 

lot more time with their children and grandchildren.  

Rob and Dixie are both master gardeners and Rob 

still dabbles in woodworking. (The communion table 

we use now was designed and built by Pastor Rob). 

Rob sent updates on his children and grandchildren. 

.  

“John and Shannon, and daughter Allison (fourth 

grade), live in Jupiter, FL.  John is PNC Director of 

Investments-Florida East; Shannon is PNC Senior 

Estate Settlement Advisor for all of Florida.    

 

David and Karen, and Jordi (HS Freshman) and JR

(Sixth grader), live nearby in Ball Ground, 

GA.  David pilots for Delta Airlines; Karen is a 

homemaker.    

 

Dr. Michael and Dr. Anne,  Nicholas, (age 5) and 

Emilia (age 2.5), live in Seattle, WA.  Michael and 

Anne are Ophthalmologists on the faculty of Wash-

ington State University Medical School.” 

 

Rob and Dixie have visited multiple times since his 

retirement but will be preaching for the first time at 

St. Mark’s since his retirement.   

 

Please help us welcome our old friend and former 

Pastor when he joins us on March 12th! 

 

WORSHIP NEWS 

Cross of Cares 

“Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; He will 

never let the righteous be shaken.”  Psalm 55:33 (NIV) 
 

During Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday, there is a 

“Cross of Cares” located in the Narthex beside a bas-

ket of black, cloth strips.  Feel free to take a moment 

to pray or reflect on a care or burden on that is on your 

heart and tie a strip of fabric onto the cross.   
 

During the Good Friday service we will carry the 

cross to the altar as a visual symbol that we place our 

cares in God’s hands. 
 

 

LENTEN WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

During Lenten Wednesday Worship, we will hear sto-

ries of people who Jesus encountered - up until those 

who stood at the foot of the cross. They will follow 

stories in your Journey ‘Round Jerusalem booklet 

from the Learning Committee. These people are: 
 

March 8 —The Scribe who Listened 

March 15 —The Woman with Two Coins 

March 22 —Judas 

March 29 —A Soldier with a Club 

April 5 —Masoud, the Thief. 

 

Come and be a part of the Lenten Discipline at  

St. Mark’s. Dinner at 5:45 pm, Worship at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laying on of Hands, Anointing,  

and Prayers for Healing 

During  worship at St. Mark’s on Sunday, March 5th 

individuals are invited to come up to the altar for 

prayers, anointing and laying on of hands by Pastor 

Liz and Marsha Balluff.   

 

 

 

 



 

ST. MARK’S 

 

 

Invite all the women of  your church and friends to our 

 

ANNUAL SPRING RETREAT 

Saturday, April 1, 2017 

 

Pastor John Backus 

will lead the retreat on the theme of   

  

‘The Language of Love 

Choosing Respect in a Today’s World 

 

             8:45 am Registration – Continental Breakfast 

       9:30–11:30 am  The Language of Love 

        (includes a brief break at 10:30 am.) 

      11:30-11:45 am Communion Service 

      12:00 -1:30 pm Salad Luncheon 

  

Cost for the retreat is $10.00 per person which includes both breakfast and lunch.  For reservations, 

please call the church office at 314-721-6974 or e-mail office@stmarkselca.com or call Marilyn Horst 

at 314-773-9055 or mhorstnov2@gmail.com.   St. Mark’s ELCA is located at 6337 Clayton Road 

(across from Cheshire Inn).  Parking on lot east of the church behind the church office building or 

street parking in front. 

 

Pastor John Backus received his B.A. in Philosophy from the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. He 

and Pastor Elizabeth Backus were married in May of 1976. Pastor John graduated from Wartburg 

Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa in 1979. The pastors have served as a team ministry since 1982 in Lanes-

boro, Minnesota; Kansas City, Missouri; and Omaha, Nebraska. Now “semi-retired” they serve as In-

tentional Interim Pastors at St. Mark’s in Clayton while re-furbishing a 110-year-old home near the 

Botanical Gardens.  

mailto:office@stmarkselca.com
mailto:mhorstnov2@gmail.com
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February 2017 

ST. MARK’S 
 
  
 

 Join us for worship with Pastor Rob Banitt on March 12! 
 

****************************** 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 1—White Breakfast at 7:00 & 9:30 am 

6:30 pm—Ash Wednesday Worship Service with Imposition of Ashes 
(see pg. 2 for details) 

 
 

Wednesdays during Lent 
5:45 pm—Lenten Dinner followed by Worship in the Chapel at 6:30 pm. 

(see page 4 for details) 

 
 


