
 

   

 

 

 
              

         of St. Mark’s  

 

Creating Christian community, Living God’s love,  Serving our neighbors. June 2017 

The Outreach Committee is planning a new adventure for the fall! It's so new, we don't even have a name for 

it yet, but we are starting the work. 

Volunteers from St. Mark's will venture to public schools, read a book selected by the teachers to 2nd grade 

students. The volunteers will ask the students questions about the book, raise their interest, and help the stu-

dents talk about the feelings raised by the book they read. Then, each child in the class will receive a book 

for their very own. 

We will be working in one of the lower-income schools near our area. 

All we need is volunteers and money! Three classrooms usually cost about $1000 per year to provide all the 

books for nine months. Volunteers volunteer to come to the same classroom once a month for the school 

year and spend 1/2 hour with the students. 

This program changes the lives of the students - and who knows - it just might change yours as well. 

Would you like to donate time or dollars! Please see Pastor John and make your commitment to this mission 

of St. Mark's. You'll make a difference!    Pastor John   

Pastoral Acts: Baptism of Annika Rachel Hennies on April 16, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheltered Reality Drum Line with our own Dr. Kugler and Mary Dallmann! 
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FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

The Greek philosopher Heraclitus is quoted as saying 

"change is the only constant in life."  How true that is 

for St. Marks.  We are in a process of transition from 

our interim pastors to a new full time pastor.  Although 

as Lutherans, we sometimes feel like Lynyrd Skynyrd, 

saying “Lord help me, I can't cha-a-a-a-ange,” we 

know, as RUSH’s New World Man knew, that 

“constant change is here today.” 

 

We thank the Transition Task Force for their work in 

creating the Mission Site Profile.  The TTF was com-

prised of Rebecca Verble, Bruce Steinke, Isi Albers, 

Marian Bleeke, Chuck Yokota, and Rasma Chereson. 

 

The council spent much time deliberating in person 

and by email choosing among the congregation mem-

bers who expressed an interest in serving on the Call 

Committee.  The Call Committee is now comprised of 

JP Schott, Bruce Steinke, Linda Collins, Mark En-

dres, Rachel Eschbacher, and Phyllis Atkins.   

 

Our Constitution sets a limit of six on the call commit-

tee, so council had the unenviable task of paring down 

the list of volunteers to six, thereby eliminating several 

excellent volunteers, who, although not chosen, would 

have been excellent on the call committee.  Thanks to 

all who volunteered to serve, and for the expected hard 

work of the Call Committee.     

 

The Call Committee and Council plan to meet with 

Pastor BJ Arnold (our “Call Process Minister”) and 

Pastor Keith Holste on Thursday, June 1 at 7:00 pm. 

 

Please keep the Call Committee and their work in your 

prayers. 

 

If you wish to recommend a certain pastor as a poten-

tial candidate for St Marks, you may contact a member 

of the call committee. 

                       Darin Sorrell, Council President 

 

 

THURSDAY MEN’S WORK TEAM 

The next meeting of the Men’s Work Team will be 

Thursday, June 22 from 9-11:00 am .   

150TH ANNIVERSARY 
Our special 150th anniversary guest preacher for Pente-

cost Sunday, June 4th, is Rev. Dr. Martin Rafa-

nan.  Many members of St. Mark's first became ac-

quainted with Pastor Rafanan during our partnership 

several years ago with Gateway180: Homelessness Re-

versed, the largest emergency shelter for women, chil-

dren and families in Missouri where he was Executive 

Director from 2008-2014. 

 

Pastor Rafanan was ordained at Lutheran School of 

Theology Chicago seminary in 1978 and has passion-

ately served God through his call as a parish pastor, di-

rector of nonprofit organizations and a leader in the St. 

Louis interfaith community championing civil rights 

and social justice issues.  He is currently the Coordina-

tor of Missouri Jobs with Justice through the Statewide 

Champions Programs.  In October 2016 he was awarded 

Distinguished Alumni at LSTC for Specialized Minis-

try.  Please join us for worship on Pentecost followed 

by a festive fellowship downstairs with the "open mic" 

format.  
 

Mark your calendars:  Summer 150th Anniversary 

Guest Preachers 
 

July 9—Rev. Michael Megahan, retired missionary  

Lutheran Bible Translators   

July 23—Pastor Jeff Lindgren, former transition pastor 

August 20—Pastor Rebecca Boardman from Lutheran 

Campus Ministries STL. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The altar flowers that grace our altar are a 

reminder of Christ's resurrection.  With 

flowers, something dead is put in the 

ground and something living comes from 

it. A special way to show someone you 

care, while also contributing to the beauti-

fication of our sanctuary, is to place flow-

ers on the altar. The cost for each bouquet is $12 and 

the flowers are yours to take following the late service. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for you to give flowers 

in honor of, or in memory of, loved ones on their birth-

day, wedding anniversary or other special occasion. 

 

There is a flower chart in the Narthex, outside the door 

to the chapel, to sign up. There are a lot of openings for 

Sundays this summer, and we would appreciate your 

help in providing these flowers. Below the chart are 

pink slips on which you can write what you want to ap-

pear in the bulletin. The pink slip and your payment 

should be given to Nancy Hofheinz.   Thank you! 



 

JUNE SOCIABLES   

Don’t miss out – contact 

Marian Bleeke to sign up. 

  

Join us for the June So-

ciables event – ‘A Night at the (Muny) Opera’ to see 

‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ on Saturday June 17.   

 

We will meet at the upper lot entrance to the Muny 

for a guided tour of the Muny (including the back-

stage).  The tour starts at 6:35 and is about 30 min-

utes long.  After that we have picnic tables reserved 

near the front entrance.   

 

Anyone not wanting to go on the tour can meet di-

rectly at the tables.  Bring your own picnic or 

buy food there.  The show starts at 8:15.  Tickets are 

$33 each.   

 

We currently have 30 tickets reserved, but can add 

more if needed.  Final count with payment is due to 

the Muny no later than June 3; we would like to 

have reservations in by Sunday May 28 to Marian 

Bleeke (msbleeke@gmail.com, or cell phone 314-

640-5040).  

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER ON PENTECOST 
Have you ever prayed the Lord's Prayer in a differ-

ent language?  Here is a unique  opportunity to think 

about this wonderful prayer in a new way.   

 

To help celebrate Pentecost during worship on June 

4th, the Worship Team invites you to bring a copy 

of the Lord’s Prayer written in a language other than 

English to recite in unison as we corporately pray 

the Lord’s Prayer. I easily found a version in French 

on the internet and printed a copy for my-

self.  Simply bring a copy to read aloud during the 

prayer.  If you prefer, you can always pray in your 

native language. 

 

Thank You! 

Thank you so much for letting the MOM’s Club use  

the Fellowship Hall for our meetings. We so appre-

ciate you letting us use the space with other moms 

and offer support to new moms! Thanks again. 

 

Enclosed with this note was a check for $50 to St. 

Mark’s which was credits to Kitchen Update. 
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SERVICE COMMITTEE 

It is Scholarship Time:  Applications are available on the 

bulletin board in the basement or from the office or Sue 

on line.  Applicants should be members of St. Marks and 

participating in post high school education.  Applications 

are due the beginning of June. We are also looking for 

donations to this fund.  We were thrilled to be able to 

award $2500 in scholarships this past fall.  The students 

were very grateful and each wrote of how they see them-

selves engaging in Christian service now and in the fu-

ture.  We have less money this year and hope to be able to 

accommodate all our students. See Sue, Ruth or Trish for 

questions. 

 

Our food pantry focus for June is children’s breakfast 

and lunch.  The kids are off school for the summer.  

Many receive two meals a day at school during the school 

year and don’t have these options at home. 

 

We are overwhelmed with the wonderful, generous re-

sponse to the Lenten tree.  We have achieved way beyond 

our goal of 150 items for the Crisis Nursery!!!! We to-

taled over 1400 items.  Crisis nursery was thrilled and 

overwhelmed with our donations.  Thank you for your 

caring and generous donations. 

 

Our last 150
th

 anniversary item was backpacks.  Thanks 

to Annie (The world’s best bargain hunter) and Phyllis for 

their amazing shopping and for the generous donations 

from the congregation in cash and back packs, we not 

only met our goal, but exceeded it with nearly 170 back-

packs. Now…..we would like to fill them.  So our food 

pantry focus for July and August will be summer foods, 

but also school supplies.  We hope to have at least half of 

them full by mid-August for the beginning of the school 

year. So watch for good sales. 

 

Please take time to look at our 150 items board to see 

everything we have collected and shared this past year.   

It is truly amazing. 

 

Special thank you to everyone who came out for our gar-

den clean-up day.  Many hands really did make for light 

work.  The food pantry garden is planted and the herb 

garden was weeded, filled in and cleaned up.  It looks 

beautiful. Take some time to walk through it and grab 

some herbs for dinner.   We will have a calendar available 

soon for signing up to harvest and deliver from the food 

pantry garden later in the year.  Help with weeding is also 

greatly appreciated.  See Sue, Trish or Ruth to volunteer. 

mailto:msbleeke@gmail.com
tel:%28314%29%20640-5040
tel:%28314%29%20640-5040
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I do want to give a HUGE shout out to Mark, Dave Riter 

and John Bleeke for doing a wonderful job barbecuing, it 

was a hot day but it was delicious.  

 

Thanks for all who brought salads and desserts, Fred and 

Grace for preparing all of the drinks and Pastor Liz for 

making a lot of ice ahead of time, (that was a huge help).  

 

Again, it truly was a wonderful event and I have to say, if 

we do have something like this every year, and I can get 

the help I had Saturday, I would not mind heading it up 

again. Thank you very much!        Beth Eschbacher 

 

 

********************************** 

 

ST. MARK’S 2017 GRADUATES 

 

Rachel graduated from  

Oakville High School.   

 

She will be attending 

Lindenwood University 

in the fall, pursuing a 

degree in Music Educa-

tion 

 

  

 

 

 

Rachel Elizabeth Eschbacher 
 

Emma graduated from 

Brentwood High School 

in the top 10% of her 

class. She participated 

as President of the Na-

tional Honors Society 

and French Honors So-

ciety. 

 

She also played 4 years 

of varsity Field Hockey 

and 2 years of Varsity  

 Emma Lee Lochmoeller     Soccer. She will be  

 attending Southeast Missouri  State in the Fall. 

 

 

Congratulations Rachel & Emma!! 

  

LEARNING UPDATES! 

Summer 2017—St. Mark’s Reads (our summer 

book/movie study) book choice and movie dates to be 

announced soon (If you have ideas for a book/movie 

then please send them to Lisa Albers—we will make a 

final decision at our May meeting) 
 

July 16-18—Youth service trip to Potosi Trout Lodge 

(we have two youth planning to attend: Rachel 

Eschbacher and Isi Albers---cost is $80 each for all food 

and lodging) 
 

Confirmation Camp and Camp Wartburg sessions--- 

(some middle school youth are already registered or 

considering attending) if interested please see Lisa 

Albers or Mary Dallmann 
 

Fall 2017—Confirmation Class for 7th graders will be-

gin  
 

Sunday, June 25, 6-8 pm at Trinity in Kirkwood---

Youth planning meeting for fall 2017-2018 
 

September 15—Early registration due for Summer 

Youth Gathering in Houston summer 2018 
 

September 24—Cluster meeting planning for Gathering 
 

We look forward to a summer of exciting learning, ser-

vice and planning activities. Reminder, there is no VBS 

(Vacation Bible School) planned for St. Mark’s this 

summer. If anyone is interested in planning this please 

let our committee know and we will help in any way we 

can. We will forward information about other Area 10 

VBS opportunities that we find out about! 

 

Blessings for a great end to the school year! 

    Lisa Albers 
 

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
Thanks You!! 

When Kathy Steinke asked for someone to organize a 150th 

Barbecue in May, the thought was “oh I would like to do 

that” only to realize later that Rachel’s prom was on the same 

day. Mark Endres said he would organize this with me and I 

have to say, we have the most wonderful people in our 

church. It was AMAZING, how many hands volunteered and 

helped Mark and I put this together, working in the kitchen, 

setting up tables and chairs outside, taking it all down and 

cleaning up. I cannot remember everyone’s names but you 

know who you are.  

 

GOD blessed us with the most glorious weather and the 

Drum line musicians were fantastic and so entertaining.  
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ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 

 

Please join your St. Mark’s church family and friends at Shaw Park on Sunday, June 11 at 

the South Pavilion. Church service will start at 10:15 and lunch follows.  

The meat (hamburgers/hot dogs) and drinks will be provided. Please bring a dish to share and 

your own plates/utensils. There will be a cake walk so if you would like to donate a 

cake/dessert/cookies for this that would be great...and a wrapped white elephant for Bingo.  

If it should rain it will be held in the fellowship hall at the Church. If you have any questions 

please see me at church or contact me at 314-952-4287. Thanks and we will see you there. 
                

  

tel:%28314%29%20952-4287

