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Creating Christian community, Living God’s love, Serving our neighbors.

I love theology! When we speak and think theologically, we think and speak and act as if God really mattered in our day to day lives.
As you will read elsewhere in this fine publication, there was a candidate seriously considered for
permanent Pastor at St. Mark's. In conversations about this candidate, I was quick to point out that
when a permanent Pastor is called, that means that God is finished doing God's work through Pastor Liz and I here at St. Mark's.
When the candidate declined further consideration for call, one of our members pointed out to me
that, if I believed what I had said, then I must also believe that God is not finished doing God's
work through Pastor Liz and I here at St. Mark's now. WOW!

That is the wisdom of Christ speaking through the Church and thinking theologically right here in
River City! Hooray for St. Mark's which houses such theologians. Hooray for the ELCA which has
such congregations as St. Mark's in it! Hooray for the Church, the Body of Christ!
Pastor John

Reminder: Pastors John and Liz will be on vacation from July 5th—July 20th.
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CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE
We have good and bad news to report. The Call
Committee interviewed a second candidate both
through video and in person. We were excited
to recommend this candidate to Council for call.
Council subsequently voted to invite the candidate
to come to St. Louis to meet the congregation. Unfortunately, through this candidate's discernment
process, he decided to remain with his current
congregation prior to the congregational visit.
We are disappointed, but not dismayed. We know
this happened for a reason and will continue to
look for the right candidate for our congregation.
We ask you to continue to remain patient and have
faith in the process.
Bruce Steinke, Call Committee Chair

New members needed and desired.
We will resume practice on
Tuesday, September 4.

SERVICE COMMITTEE

Food Pantry theme for July is
Breakfast foods. Cereal, oatmeal, pop tarts, protein bars,
pancake/waffle mix, canned
fruit, bottled/canned juice, jelly/honey.
Herb Garden: The herb garden is ready for picking.
Help yourself!
We will collect Project Dorm Room through Sunday,
July 1. If you’re writing a check, please make it out to
St. Mark’s with Project Dorm Room in the memo.

During July and
August we will
again be collecting
school supplies.

Change of Address
Loretta Rusch has moved.
Please make note of her new address:
701 South Laclede Station Road #206
Webster Groves, MO 63119
314.882.5388

Men’s Crew
Thursday, July 26
9:00 — 11:00 am
Coffee and bagels available.

St. Mark’s First Communion Class
Pictured from left to right,
Ella Mackinson, Oden Hennies,
Oliver Ferlisi, Connor McManamon and
Lucy Ferlisi
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Greetings from
Ralph and Evelyn Kolb

and Dolly Darigo!

St. Mark’s BBQ on the lawn and Sheltered Reality Drum Line event was a great
success! Thanks to all who participated and helped in any way.
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What Really Matters
John Edgerton, Associate Pastor at Old South Church in Boston, MA
June, 2018
"
“In the second year of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel, Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah

began to reign. He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. The high places, however, were not
removed; the people continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense there." - 2 Kings 14:1, 3-4
King Amaziah had a stressful job. He led an entire nation. If the people didn't follow the Laws
of God (all 613 of them), he had to answer to God Almighty. And Amaziah's performance review
could go one of two ways. The Bible would say of Amaziah either, "He did what was right in the
eyes of the Lord" or—bum ba buuuuuuuum—"He did not do what was right in the eyes of the
Lord."
Talk about pressure! Amaziah had reason to worry. He had one big shortcoming. It would come
up at every "Monarch-Nation-Relations-Committee" meeting. Several responses to the SurveyDonkey noted it was never a problem for the Monarch Emeritus.
The problem that kept Amaziah up at night was…people were burning incense on the high places.
You were expecting something worse, maybe?
In the end, the verdict on Amaziah's leadership was clear: he had done what was right in the eyes
of the Lord. He was faithful in the most important ways. And if the incense thing never quite got
figured out, so be it.
For church leaders in a numbers-obsessed, data-driven culture, it's tempting to focus on the myriad
ways we fall short of perfect. Maybe Sunday attendance isn't what it used to be, or the social media
numbers are low. It's tempting to mistake worry for vision.

Focus on making people's lives better in your local community. Social media numbers will
follow. Focus on glorifying God and attendance numbers won't be a problem. Attendance numbers
may or may not be high. But whoever tells you that God only works wonders when attendance is
high is selling something—probably a church growth book.
Be faithful and you'll do right in God's eyes.
Prayer

Help me not sweat the small stuff.
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2018 Synod Assembly Wrap-up
"This was fun!" I heard a number of variations on that evaluation last Saturday afternoon as we
wrapped up the Synod Assembly at Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas.
Our focus was evangelism as we gathered under the theme “God’s Story, Our Voices.” In sermons,
workshops, keynote, and music we explored the intersection of God’s story and our own stories and
how we might as individual Christians give voice to our faith. We even factored in some practice in
sharing our faith with another person as we reflected on the questions “How has your faith remained
constant through the years and how has it changed you?” and “Where have you seen God active recently?” The goal is to make faith talk an increasingly normal part of our everyday speech.

Every year our Assembly is blessed by the participation of a representative of the churchwide expression of the ELCA. This year we heard from Ruben Duran, director of the Congregational Vitality
Team. Ruben also oversees new ministry initiatives, several of which are under way right here in the
Central States Synod.
This was a challenging Assembly as well, since voting members decided to increase by $20,000 the
spending for campus ministry and seminary support. Since we pass half our revenue on to our
churchwide expression so it can continue our ministry throughout the country and beyond our borders, the amount of the approved increase is actually $40,000.

A team of Glocal Musician Educators got us on our feet and clapping as they drew us in with music
from all over the globe. They take the term “educators” seriously – it didn’t take them long to teach
us lyrics in a number of languages which for most of us were foreign.
Bethany College, the venue for this Assembly, truly rose to the occasion. The faculty and staff hosted us with genuine hospitality; and in his warm welcome to us President Will Jones made it clear that
he highly values a solid working relationship between the college and our synod.
All in all it was an excellent several days that combined the business of the synod, inspiration, and
learning – all designed to equip us for the simple but deeply faithful practice of giving voice to the
gift of faith that is in us. This is, after all, how God changes the world.
--- Bishop Roger
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Synod Assembly Actions
The Central States Synod met in assembly June 7-9, 2018 at Bethany College, Lindsborg, KS. At that
assembly, we adopted the following resolutions:
1. To encourage congregations of the synod to become “green congregations” by forming a Green
Team that will take steps to reduce the congregation’s negative impact on the environment and foster
“green discipleship” among their members;
2. To designate the Epiphany Season as a “Season for Global Awareness;” October 7, 2018 as a
Sunday in solidarity with our companion synod in Russia, and May 5, 2019 as a Sunday in solidarity
with our companion synod in Papua New Guinea;
3. To designate May 11 & 12, 2019 to learn about Lutheran Family & Children Services of Missouri
and pray for children and families;
4. To transmit a memorial to the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA regarding the celebration
and recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the ordination of women;
To designate September 15 & 16, 2019 to learn about Lutheran Senior Services and pray for God’s
ministry through seniors.
We also recognized and prayed for three congregations that have left the ELCA last year, two congregations that closed, twelve rostered ministers who retired, and five rostered ministers who died.
The assembly adopted an amended synod constitution which included by-laws reducing the size of
the synod council to four officers and 10 to 12 additional members (the previous size was 21 members) and continuing resolutions which combined the ten area ministries into five conferences. These
conferences will be used to determine representation on the synod council, resolution committee,
etc. This new configuration does not preclude congregations and rostered ministers from meeting
together in geographical clusters of their own choosing for the purpose of collaboration and support.
The assembly also elected members to the synod council as well as churchwide voting members. Since the adopted amended synod constitution reduced the size of the synod council, the exact
membership of the synod council will be determined by the executive committee and announced as
well as posted on the synod website.
A budget of $1,755,222 was adopted following an amendment to increase the budget by $40,000
with an increase of $10,000 to campus ministry, $10,000 to seminaries, and $20,000 to churchwide
(since the synod shares 50% of all mission support form congregations with the churchwide organization.)
The Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers (Pastors and Deacons) was adopted. The
guidelines include a 3.4% increase in suggested salaries as well as an increase in pulpit supply ($150
for one service, plus $50 for each additional service.)
Next year’s assembly will be held on June 6-8, 2019 in Overland Park, KS. The agenda will include the election of the bishop.
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St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
6325 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO 63117-1808
www.Stmarkselca.com
E-mail:office@stmarkselca.com
314-721-6974

Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

Happy 4th of July!
10:15 am Worship
First Communion

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

12

13

14

Office Closed

Church office
closed

11:45 am Fellowship

8

9

10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship

10

11

7:00 pm Council

15
10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship

16

R.O.A.R
Recovery Group

17

7:00 pm Outreach

22
10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship

18

19

Women of the ELCA

20

10:00 am
Piecemakers

23
YMCA Cooking
Class in Fellowship
Hall

24
YMCA Cooking
Class in
Fellowship Hall

Synod Convention

21
11:00 am Holistic
Mamas Market

25
YMCA Cooking
Class in
Fellowship Hall

26
YMCA Cooking
Class in
Fellowship Hall

27

28

YMCA Cooking
Class in Fellowship
Hall

9:00 am Men’s
Crew

29

30

31
Altar Flower Ministry
Eve Circle

10:15 am WorshipYouth led
11:45 am Fellowship
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JULY
JULY
8
9
10
11
12
19
20
23
24
29
30

2
17
29

Dave Collins
Matthew Hibbard
Ellie Chereson
Tom Dwyer
Trish Winchell
Emily Endres
Soren Hennies
Eric Kalleberg
Beth Eschbacher
Ruth Sorrell
Tammy Toboonruang

Sean & Nicole McManamon
Michael & Beverly Belloff
David & Florence Riter

The Voice is published monthly by
St. Marks Evangelical Lutheran Church
Online at www.Stmarkselca.com
E-mail: office@stmarkselca.com
6325 Clayton Road, St. Louis, Missouri 63117
Phone: (314) 721-6974 Fax: 721-6982
Carol Johnson, Administrative Assistant

Please submit Voice articles by the 21st of each month

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR July 2018
July 1

July 8

July 15

July 22

July 29

ASST. TO
PASTOR

Mark Endres

Matt Hibbard

Kayleigh Koester

Eunice Halverson

John Davis

ACOLYTE

Amelia Miller

Soren Hennies

Ella Mackinson

Ruthie Bynum

Clara Velloff

Sue Davis

Trish Winchell

Rick Rapplean

Carol Gronau

Marian Bleeke

READER

Carol Kugler

Sign-Up

Paul Laute

Sign-Up

Sign-Up

USHERS

Dan Miller

Rick Rapplean

Peter & Ellie Chereson

Carol Schmidt
Rick Rapplean

GREETERS

Fred Steinke

Wilma Prifti
Nettie Larson

Emily Endres
Joe Stockley

Sue Davis
Rasma Chereson

Fred Steinke
Rebecca Verble

VISITOR
FOLLOW-UP

Fred & Grace Steinke

Lou & Wilma Prifti

Mark & Emily Endres

John & Sue Davis

Fred & Grace Steinke

ALTAR GUILD

Florence Riter – Set
Steinke/Prifti - Clear

Florence Riter – Set
Steinke/Prifti – Clear

Florence Riter – Set
Steinke/Prifti – Clear

Florence Riter – Set
Steinke/Prifti – Clear

Florence Riter – Set
Steinke/Prifti - Clear

ALTAR FLOWER
MINISTRY

Mary Circle

Mary Circle

Mary Circle

Mary Circle

Mary Circle

COUNTERS

Mark Endres
John Davis

Mark Endres
John Davis

Mark Endres
John Davis

Mark Endres
John Davis

Mark Endres
John Davis

Sign-Up

Sign-Up

Sign-Up

Sign-Up

Rebecca Verble

COMMUNION
DEACON

FELLOWSHIP

Robb Mackinson
Phyllis Atkins
Paul & Sherry Prel
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S t. Ma rk ’s E va ng el ic a l L ut he ra n Ch u rc h
6337 Clayton Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1808
Pastors John & Liz Backus
Phone: 314-721-6974
Fax: 314-721-6982
E-mail: office @stmarkselca.com
Web: www.stmarkselca.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Women of the ELCA at St. Mark's is collecting the following items for In-Kind gifts for two wonderful organizations in the Camdenton, Missouri area, which is the location of the Central States Synod
WELCA Convention, July 13-15th. Boys' and girls' new socks and underwear (all sizes) for
Lamb House and women's new socks and underwear for CADV.

There is a collection box in the "Katie Room" near the back door.
Deadline is July 12th. Thank you!

