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Creating Christian community, Living God’s love,  Serving our neighbors.        January   2018 

My neighbor is looking for a job. He is a driver, has driven for the city, and he tuck-points as well. 
He's a good fellow, and we speak with one another pretty much every day. He "looks out for me" 
because I'm still new in the 'hood. He is a decent guy. Being unemployed and under employed puts 
stress on everything. Still - he says: "I am blessed. God sees to the big stuff and I see to the little 
stuff. I am blessed." 
 
Pastor Liz and I encourage you to find every opportunity to acknowledge the ways in which God 
blesses you and has blessed you.  
 
1) The It's My Book! readers are being blessed by the children to which they read - and in turn are 
blessing those children. 
 
2) We blessed the students at Washington University with fellowship and a meal. What a great op-
portunity for us to serve. 
 
3) We are blessed by one another every worship service. How wonderful it was to gather on Christ-
mas Eve and remember God's coming to be in our midst - and to be reminded that God still lives in 
our midst. We are never abandoned. 
 
Pastor Liz and I encourage you to bless your home with the ancient Epiphany blessing (12 days after 
Christmas) that you put on your front door. We do this every year. On the inside of the door, so that 
you see it as you leave, chalk this:  20 + CMB + 18.  
 
2018 is the year - the cross divides the year from the letters CMB which stand for Christe man-
sionem benedicat (Christ bless this house) OR for the three wise men from the East: Caspar, Melchi-
or, and Belshazzer. This reminder tells us each day that we are blessed. 

 

           Pastor John  

 

 

To all those considering becoming part of the St. Mark's Congregation 

Please Save the Date of January 14th after worship for a New Member infor-
mation time. We will have lunch together as part of the fellowship hour with Pas-
tors and a few other members of St. Marks. 
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January Sociables 

Sociables Winter Party Event. Come join your St. 
Marks friends for an evening out for appetizers, drinks 
and desserts on Saturday , January 13 at the home 
of Grace & Fred Steinke . Location, 9713 fall Ridge 
Trail,  Sunset Hills, Mo 63127. Tele: 314-843 -5053,  
e-mail fhsgems@aol.com .  The Party starts at 7 pm 
and you can bring a favorite snack or dessert. 
Drinks will be provided. 

After filling up on the food and drink and catching up 
on each others activities, we will get around to plan-
ning our events for 2018. 
 
February Sociables 
Save the date!! Saturday, February 24 at 7:00 pm at 
Word of Life Lutheran School at 6535 Eichelberger. 
Contact Darin Sorrell for more details. 
 

 

It's My Book! at Dewey!Please continue with your 
monetary commitment to It’s 
My Book! Our readers are 
Phyllis Atkins, Emily Endres, 
Jan Mueller and Kathy Stein-
ke. 

 

Outreach Committee 

St. Mark's provided a delicious baked chicken and 
mashed potatoes dinner last November for LCM stu-
dents attending Sunday dinner before worship.  We 
have signed up again to provide dinner for the 30 stu-
dents on Sunday, January 21st and are looking for 
cooks and two delivery people who would like to stay 
and share supper and fellowship. 

 

If you are interested in helping with this mission, 
please contact Kathy Steinke.  We will assign you a 
dish to prepare and deliver ready to serve to St. 
Mark's at 6:30pm.  Two people will then deliver the 
food items to LCM building on Forsyth Blvd. in Clay-
ton.  The first meal we prepared was very popular, so 
we thought we would send the same "signature" din-
ner of baked chicken, mashed potatoes, green salad, 
homemade bread, dessert and vegetarian chili. 

 

Thank you for your partnership! 

 

NOTICE of Congregational Meeting    

Sunday, January 28, 2018 

Immediately following Worship service 

Hello everyone, it is almost that time of year 
for our Annual Congregational Meeting & 
Dinner on January 28.  We will again be hav-
ing a Pot Luck style meal. Fellowship will be 
providing the meat, rolls and drinks.  Please 
bring a dish to share. Any questions? Contact 
Beth Eschbacher. 

 
 
January Adult Education 
January   7—Romans 
January 14—Magretta Yokota on her  
  Reformation Anniversary trip 
January 21—Romans 
January 28—Romans-end session. 
 
 

Mid-Week Lenten Dinners at 6:30 and 
Worship 7:15pm 
New this year, the Wednesday Lenten dinners 
prior to worship will begin at 6:30pm due to 
bell and choir practices moving to Tuesday 
evenings.  This will give people leaving work 
more time to travel to the church to share din-
ner and worship together.  We are looking for 
cooks to prepare dinner for 25-35 people for 
the following dates.  Please contact Kathy 
Steinke via email kathysteinke81@gmail.com 
or 314-422-2835 
  
Feb. 21 
Feb. 28 - The Bleekes 
Mar. 7 
Mar. 14 
Mar. 21- The Priftis 
 
We hope you will join us this year on 
Wednesday evenings in Lent.. 
 
Service of Healing 

 
There will be a Service of Heal-
ing on Sunday, January 21.  
 
  

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=9713+fall+Ridge+Trail,%C2%A0+Sunset+Hills,+Mo+63127&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=9713+fall+Ridge+Trail,%C2%A0+Sunset+Hills,+Mo+63127&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=9713+fall+Ridge+Trail,%C2%A0+Sunset+Hills,+Mo+63127&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(314)%20843-5053
mailto:fhsgems@aol.com
mailto:kathysteinke81@gmail.com
tel:(314)%20422-2835


 

Newsletter Mailing Change   
This month we are trying something different. 
We’re only sending a paper copy of the newslet-
ter to a short list of people, particularly those 
who would not receive a copy of the newsletter 
by e-mail.  Your copies will be sent with first 
class postage.   
 
The folks who usually get the newsletter via e-
mail will receive it in that manner, as usual.  
There will be a stack of paper copies available in 
the narthex for anyone who wants to pick up a 
copy there.   
 
We are trying this approach because of too much 
waste. We were printing  200 copies of the news-
letter each month, when our real needs are much 
smaller.  This will be a trial month, so let us 

know what you think.  Pastor Liz  

 

Call Committee Report 
To date, the Call Committee has interviewed one 
potential pastor. As noted earlier, we had re-
ceived information and interest from a second 
candidate, but that candidate removed themselves 
from the process prior to our interview. Our call 
process advisory pastor indicated that it would be 
slow during the advent season, which has turned 
out to be true. Thank you for your patience. 

   Bruce Steinke 
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Service Committee 

Wow, we are already at the end of another 
year of giving and service.   We completed 
our 150’s collections with the culmination in 
September of 150 backpacks. Thank you, St. 
Mark’s for all your donations, help, caring 
and kindness.  

 

In December we collected for our Adopt-a-
Family for Feed My People. We were able to 
send many gifts for each family member, as 
well as food for at least one week.  In addition 
we donated over 500 dollars in gift cards, to 
grocery stores, drug stores, gas stations, 
Walmart, Target, even shoe stores.  Then to 
top it off, we were able to send 235 dollars 
towards utilities.  What an amazing collec-
tion!  Thanks to all who donated, wrapped, 
and delivered.  

 

We collected 14 turkeys for the Lets Talk Tur-
key Program this year and delivered them to 
the Salvation Army for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets.  They were thrilled!!  

 

Our January  Food Pantry 
Focus will be cold weather 
foods and canned goods, 
culminating with our 
Souper Bowl challenge.  
Stock up on soups and 

stews to vote for your favorite team.  St. 
Marks has predicted the winner that last three 
years….Will we do it again?  

 

Also, keep on the look out for a close-out sale 
on our Fair Trade supplies.  Deep discounts 
are coming your way! 

 

Wishing you could join this wonderful com-

mittee?  We meet the second Saturday of the 
month at 10 am, usually at the St. Louis Bread 

Company in Brentwood.  Come and join us! 

  

 .  

Men At Work! 
The once-a-month Thursday group to fix things 
about the Church building is going great guns.  
 
We meet at 9am on the 3rd Thursday of the 
month. Next one is January 18.  Come for ba-
gels and coffee and fix-up time!  
 

Women welcome too! 
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Thanks to St. Mark’s and Women of the ELCA 

2017 was a wonderful year of gratitude and service to the community with donations listed below.  
Our  worldwide contributions to Lutheran World Relief were 50 school kits and 50 personal hy-
giene kits, plus quilts made by St. Mark’s Piecemakers helped us think of others around the world 
who need our help.  On behalf of St. Mark’s Women of the ELCA, our sincere thanks for your gen-
erous support of our missions. 

Recipient    Memo    Amount   

American Leprosy Missions 2017 Contribution   $      75.00   

Central States Synod - W/ELCA 2017 Offering   $    125.00   

Lutheran Disaster Response 2017 Thankoffering  $1,187.00   

Magdalene Of St. Louis Ash Wednesday White Breakfasts $   425.00   

St. Louis Peregrine Society, Inc. 2017 Contribution   $     75.00   

St. Mark's Evangelical Church $250 Scholarship Fund;   $   250.00 

     It's My Book Fund   $   500.00   

Central States Synod  W/ELCA 2017 Regular Contribution $   300.00   

 Total 2017 Benevolence - W/ELCA St. Mark's  $2,687.00 

 

 

48th Annual ASH WEDNESDAY BREAKFAST 
Worship with Holy Communion and  

Imposition of Ashes 
 

February 14, 2018 at 7:30 AM and 9:30AM 
  

WELCA invites all members and visitors to attend this inspiring event at St. Mark’s on Wednesday, 
February 14.  Begin your Lenten Season with this meaningful communion service and imposition of 
ashes followed by a breakfast that includes egg casserole, hot cross buns, fruit, coffee and juice.   

 

Make your reservations by Sunday, February 11th with Wilma Wilson at 314-991.4991, wilmakwil-
son@gmail.com, or the church office.   

  

Please indicate if you are reserving for the 7:30 a.m. or 9:30 a.m. service/breakfast.  Proceeds from 
the free will offering will benefit Magdalene House, St. Louis. 

***************** 

PLEASE NOTE:  Betty Collins’ new room number is #363. 



 

The Men At Work group has been busy spruc-
ing up the fellowship hall. Walls that have 
been water damaged are undergoing repair. 
Shown first are the beginnings of painting the 
walls. Fred and Dave painted using a roller and 
brush. Then on to the finished product. This is 
a great opportunity for St. Mark's to accom-
plish at very little cost some of the many fix-
up tasks that have been put on the back burn-
er. Volunteers are always welcome to come 
and join the crew. Our next meeting is January 
18th at 9am. Coffee will be on! 
 
 
 
 
(Left) Pastor Liz delivers gifts to  a grateful 

group of volunteers from Feed My People. 

Adopt-a-Family Program.  

 

St. Mark’s once again gave generously to this 
annual effort.  
 
Thank you notes have also been received from 

ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response for  
St. Mark’s very generous response to this ef-

fort. Also from LFCS for  the diaper drive, 
baby items, and cash gifts. 



 

S t .  Mark ’s  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church  

6337 Clayton Road 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1808 

Pastors John & Liz Backus 

Phone: 314-721-6974 

Fax: 314-721-6982 

E-mail: office @stmarkselca.com 

Web: www.stmarkselca.com 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

January 2018 

   
January Happenings 

 

January 13—Sociables Planning Meeting at the Steinke’s 

January 14, 11:45 pm —New Member Informational Meeting 

January 15—Deadline for Reports for Annual Report/Meeting 

January 17—It’s My Book! reading at Dewey School 

January 18—Men’s Crew 

January 21—Healing Service 

  

 

 

 

January 28—11:45 am Annual Congregational  

Meeting & Luncheon 


