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Get Out! For a person who loves to be gardening and lives close to the Missouri Botanical Garden,
it’s tough to wait for spring. I want to be out! I am on the watch for signs of spring. The bulbs that
I’ve forced to bloom inside after being in the refrigerator for 10 weeks are starting to reach up and
out on my window sill. They will be blooming in a week or so. And so, too, St. Mark’s is reaching
out. We’ve heard Phyllis Atkins talk about her outreach into St. Mary’s Hospital and her prayers at
bedsides. We have readers, Emily Endres, Phyllis Atkins, Kathy Steinke, and Jan Mueller reading
at Dewey International School. We’ll be hearing about more opportunities to serve at school in the
weeks to come. We have been asked, and are committed to helping with the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. We are reaching out. With that, comes blessings for others and for us. There will be stories
to share. If you have an experience where you shared God’s love in mission outreach, we’d love to
hear about it in worship. Help us reach out. Tell your story, and invite others to work with you.
Pastor Liz
February Adult Education

February 4—Corinthians
February 11—Corinthians
February 18—No Adult Ed
February 25—Corinthians
Confirmation Schedule
February 11 & 25—4-5:30 PM
March 11—4-5:30 PM
April 15 & 29—4-5:30 pm
On April 29th we will leave St. Mark’s at 5:00 pm and go the bowling alley with the way cool sign
(Tropicana) and bowl a couple of lines together.

Cross of Cares: Beginning on Ash Wednesday there will be a cross in the narthex.
In a basket next to the cross there will be strips of cloth. You are invited to give your
prayer requests and your cares and worries over to God by tying one of the strips of
fabric on the cross. God’s blessings and the assurance of answered prayers be with
you.
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February Sociables
February Sociables is in conjunction with the Word of
Mid-Week Lenten Dinners at 6:30
Life Lutheran School Trivia Night, MC'd by Darin SorWorship 7:15pm
rell, which will be held on February 24th at 6535 EichNew this year, the Wednesday Lenten dinners pri- elberger in the main campus gym. Doors will open
or to worship will begin at 6:30pm due to bell and at 6:30 and trivia will begin at 7:00pm. It will be $20
choir practices moving to Tuesday evenings. This per person with 8 people per team. Individual registrawill give people leaving work more time to travel tions are welcome as well. The cost will go up to $25 a
to the church to share dinner and worship togethperson if paying at the door on the day of the
er.
event!!! Outside food and drinks are welcome. Adult
beverages allowed. Soda and water will be provided.
We are looking for cooks to prepare dinner for 25- The theme is Under The Big Top (Circus) and a table
35 people for the March 7th date. Please contact
decorating contest will take place. To register or for
Kathy Steinke via email kathysteinmore information please contact Darin Sorrell
ke81@gmail.com or 314-422-2835

Lenten Dinners

Feb. 21—The Kugler’s
Feb. 28 - The Bleekes
Mar. 7
Mar. 14—Kathy Steinke & Rasma Chereson
Mar. 21- The Priftis
We hope you will join us this year on Wednesday
evenings in Lent..
Lenten Wednesdays
Ash Wednesday Imposition of ashes 7:00 pm
Lenten Wednesdays with Holden Evening Prayer
7:15 pm Our sermon topic is “Spiritual Maturity.”

Service Committee
Remember to bring cans of soup and
stew this week for the Souper Bowl of
Caring. You can vote for the Cheating
Patriots, the Spunky Eagles or the current frontrunner; “Glad it’s not the Rams.” We’ll
report our results as part of the National Super
Bowl of Caring.
February 11th we will pack up cookies and treats
for the Valentine’s Project for our college students and shut ins. Talk to Grace Steinke if you
are willing to bake. Then all hands on deck to
sort and pack on the 11th.
Lent starts February 14th and marks the beginning
of our Lenten collection. We have decided again
to have a baby shower for Crisis Nursery and
some of our young mothers will help to sponsor
this. After all, who knows more about what babies will need or where to shop than them.

It's My Book! at Dewey!
Please continue with your
monetary commitment to
It’s My Book! Our readers
are Phyllis Atkins, Emily
Endres, Jan Mueller and
Kathy Steinke.
Coffee Hour to Benefit It’s My Book! is scheduled
for Sunday, February 18.
St. Patrick’s Day Parade
This March, the St. Patrick’s Day parade
in Dogtown will be hosted by the new
community organization, Dogtown United. St. Mark’s has been given the opportunity to work with this new group on
the parade. Friday night, March 16 and
Saturday morning, Marcy 17 – groups of
two will be needed to move barricades for the parade.
This is a great chance to help out in our community on a
simple one time project.
More details will be coming soon – but think of this as a
Save The Date notice. This is an opportunity to grow a
relationship with a community that needs the support of
an active congregation The Outreach Committee will be
overseeing our connection to this event.
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SOCIABLES ACTIVITIES FOR 2018
MONTH
February 24
March 17
April
May
June 23
July
August
Sept.
October
Nov.
Dec. 15
Jan. 19, 2019

ACTIVITY
Trivia Night (see pg. 2 for details)
Service Project with Dogtown Association
Amtrak to Springfield, IL (Lincoln)
Winery
River City Rascals baseball game
Float Trip
Arch
Biking on Katy Trail
Theatre
Brewery tour
Christmas Caroling
Wine, Appetizers, Planning

Upcoming:
Feb. 2019

Symphony/Trivia/Bowling/TBD

SPONSOR
Darin Sorrell
Outreach
Morris Kugler
Annie Ferlisi
Eunice Halverson
Lisa Matt, Inc. (sic)
Marsha Balluff
Jan Mueller
Fred Steinke
Annie Ferlisi
Bleekes/Davis
Grace & Fred Steinke

Men At Work!
The once-a-month Thursday group to fix things about the Church building is going great guns.
We meet at 9am on the 3rd Thursday of the month. Next one is February 15. Come for bagels and
coffee and fix-up time!
Women welcome too!

.
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Worship Team Report- 2017

Wow! Last year was something special. Your Worship Team was busy planning meaningful and unique worship
opportunities for all member and visitors. Thank you to our dedicated worship team members: Phyllis Atkins, Pastor
Elizabeth Backus, John Bleeke, Mark Endres, Carol Kugler, Wilma Prifti, and Rick Rapplean. The following is a
summary of ways we endeavored to enhance worship and celebrate St. Mark’s journey with Christ this past calendar
year.
150th anniversary worship highlights:
Guest preachers from January-September: Pastor Linda Anderson-Little, Bishop John Roth, Pastor Rob Banitt,
Central States Synod Bishop Roger Gustafson, Rev. Martin Rafanan, Rev. Michael Megahan, Pastor Jeff
Lindgren, and Rev. Rebecca Boardman. These special services were very well attended, even in the summer
months. Worship team hosted seven receptions. Thank you to Trish Winchell for co-hosting fellowship for
Bishop Gustafson.
“Red Lehr’s Powerhouse Five” jazz band lead worship in February following by a “red beans and rice” fellowship.
Special 150th anniversary banners for our sanctuary were created and donated by Phyllis Atkins with help from
Mark Endres, modeled after the vinyl banners displayed on the light poles along Clayton Road.
Thanksgiving worship following the “150th Smorgasbord & Pageant” celebration in October led by Pastor John.
New twists on traditional worship opportunities:
The newly installed screen has been utilized during worship thus far to visually enhance sermons, share information regarding upcoming events, compliment the children’s Christmas program, and supply lyrics/music to
hymns.
More healing services, 3/5, 7/30, 10/22; Blessing of the Animals; mid-week Lenten suppers/Holden Evening services with sermons in a series, Seder dinner followed by stripping of the altar, Palm Sunday Passion play,
Tenebrae service for Good Friday, addition of “Cross of Cares”; Pentecost was celebrated with a flourish of
balloons.
Other Updates:
Bell and chancel choirs recorded a new CD and sold over 70 copies under the leadership of Carol Kugler.
Soren Hennies, Jay Sorrell and Clara Velloff were trained as new acolytes and are doing a great job! Our current,
seasoned acolytes, Ruthie Bynum, Ella Mackinson, and Amelia Miller, are excellent mentors.
Several members volunteered to lead the children’s sermons as an expression of Christ’s love.
New worshippers joined the bell and chancel choirs, altar guild and our group of dedicated LLAs.
Banner room was cleaned and organized and all worship supplies were inventoried and labeled.
The bell and chancel choirs added new members. Many soloists, Nick Baker, Marion Bleeke shared their musical
gifts.
Thank you!
The worship team is responsible for the altar guild, readers, lay liturgical assistants, ushers, acolytes, communion assistants, bell choir, chancel choir and instrumentalists. Banners, bulletins, candles, Christmas decorations and anything pertaining to the worship service or space also falls under the worship team. Thank you to all members and
friends who have volunteered and served in any of these important aspects of worship this past year.
An enthusiastic thank you goes to Pastors Liz and John for their creative spiritual and administrative leadership for
another year as we seek to call a permanent pastor. Thank you to Carol Kugler for her direction and dedication to
worship planning, both choirs and beautiful organ and piano playing. A final thank you to Carol Johnson for all she
does, seen and unseen.
Please continue to witness to others by inviting neighbors, co-workers, family and those you encounter around St.
Mark’s to worship God in this place. Be confident that they will be spiritually fed with the Lord’s Supper, message,
music, prayer and fellowship.
I pray that we continue to dedicate our time, treasures and talent in thanksgiving to our heavenly Father for
keeping us safe and energized with his love and grace beyond measure,
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Steinke, Worship Chair

St. Mark’s welcomes new members:

Kayleigh Koester

Ben Sumlin & Claire Fortenberry

Joe & Vicki Stockley

Kristi Lipe

Dorothy Stockley

S t. Ma rk ’s E va ng el ic a l L ut he ra n Ch u rc h
6337 Clayton Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1808
Pastors John & Liz Backus
Phone: 314-721-6974
Fax: 314-721-6982
E-mail: office @stmarkselca.com
Web: www.stmarkselca.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

48th Annual ASH WEDNESDAY BREAKFAST
Worship with Holy Communion and
Imposition of Ashes

February 14, 2018 at 7:30 AM and 9:30AM
WELCA invites all members and visitors to attend this inspiring event at St. Mark’s on
Wednesday, February 14. Begin your Lenten Season with this meaningful communion service and imposition of ashes followed by a breakfast that includes egg casserole, hot cross
buns, fruit, coffee and juice.
Make your reservations by Sunday, February 11th with Wilma Wilson at 314-991-4991,
wilmakwilson@gmail.com, or the church office.
Please indicate if you are reserving for the 7:30 a.m. or 9:30 a.m. service/breakfast. Proceeds
from the free will offering will benefit Magdalene House, St. Louis.

