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The Transition Task Force has been formed. Please pray for Rebecca Verble, Bruce Steinke, Rasma 

Chereson, Isi (Isabelle) Albers, Marian Bleeke, and Chuck Yokota. Their job is to assemble the 

Ministry Site Profile which helps candidates for a permanent Pastor understand St. Mark’s situation, 

her hopes, aspirations, and where she really is. It is a big and important part of securing a permanent 

Pastor that is a good fit for the congregation. 

 

Some things at our first meeting that might interest all members of St. Mark’s: 

 

1) We identified 5 things that are important to us that are characteristics of St. Mark’s. 

a) Family Feeling 

b) Inclusive 

c) A sense of Community 

d) A welcoming spirit 

e) Friendly people 

 

2) We acknowledged that we need to be an open family in order to be truly inclusive. Sometimes 

families look too much like closed systems - unwelcome to the wisdom or contribution of others. 

 

3) We began taking stock of our situation, and devised ways to ask people about their opinions of St. 

Mark’s - and where she ought to go. 

 

SO! When the TTF hopes you will answer the email asking you to take a survey. The more wisdom 

we receive, the more likely our adventure will end in a great new permanent Pastor and a bright fu-

ture for St. Mark’s. Paper copies are available at church. 

 

Cross of Cares:  Beginning on Ash Wednesday there will be a cross in the narthex.  In a 

basket next to the cross there will be strips of cloth.  You are invited to give your prayer 

requests and your cares and worries over to God by tying one of the strips of fabric on the 

cross.  God’s blessings and the assurance of answered prayers be with you.  

         

Many thanks to everyone who gave a donation to replace our stolen tools. We are blessed to be your 

interim pastors. 

         Pastors John & Liz 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Please join us on February 12th as we welcome the 

Rev. Dr. John S. Roth, Bishop of the Central/Southern 

Illinois Synod to preside and preach as we continue our 

to celebrate our 150th anniversary  by welcoming past 

Pastors and friends of St. Mark's .  

 

For those long term members of our congregation  you 

may remember him as a very young man serving our 

church for a several years while attending Christ Semi-

nary-Seminex in St. Louis. For that brief period of time 

he often lived on the second floor over the office next 

door to the church.  

 

Bishop Roth began his collegiate career with Concor-

dia Senior College (B.A). He  earned his Masters of 

Divinity at Christ Seminary-Seminex; a Masters in 

Theology at Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago; 

and his PHD at Vanderbilt University.  

 

Prior to being elected Bishop of the Central/Southern 

Illinois Synod in 2011, Bishop Roth served as assistant 

Pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in Glen Ellyn, Il. 

and served as pastor of Faith Lutheran Church, Jack-

sonville, IL, for 23 years.   

 

His extended faith journeys include teaching math to 

7th and 8th graders at the Zuni reservation in Zuni, NM 

and  teaching Theology in Russia.  

 

Following the worship service join us for a special cof-

fee hour to formally welcome Bishop Roth. 

 

Please mark your calendars for visits from other guest 

Pastors visiting St. Marks 

 

April- Rev. Dr. Robert Bannit 

May- Bishop Gustafson 

June- 

July- Pastor Jeff Lingren 

August 

September 

October 

 

For now most other dates are open right now.  There 

are others we are waiting to hear from before announc-

ing publicizing their names.   If you have any sugges-

tions for visiting guest pastors please see Kathy 

Steinke or any member of the Worship Committee.  

 

45th Annual ASH WEDNESDAY BREAKFAST 

Worship with Holy Communion and  

Imposition of Ashes 

MARCH 1, 2017 at 7AM and 9:30AM 

 

History Flashback:  In 1971 Ruth Yaeger, a 

lifelong member of St. Mark’s, visited an Ash 

Wednesday breakfast at St. Paul’s Evangelical 

and Reformed Church in Oakville, Missouri.  

She offered to coordinate the same worship op-

portunity for members of St. Mark’s and in 

1972, the first Ash Wednesday Breakfast was 

held at 9:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall.   Years 

later to accommodate those employed outside 

of the home, an additional service was held at 

7:00 AM.  The tables are traditionally set in the 

formation of a cross and music includes “Were 

You There When They Crucified My Lord?”  

 

WELCA invites all members and visitors to at-

tend this inspiring event at St. Mark’s on 

Wednesday, March 1.  Begin your Lenten Sea-

son with this meaningful communion service 

and imposition of ashes followed by a breakfast 

that includes egg casserole, hot cross buns, 

fruit, coffee and juice.  Make your reservations 

by Sunday, February 26 with Wilma Wilson at 

314-991.4991, wilmakwilson@gmail.com, or 

the church office.   

 

Please indicate if you are reserving for the  

7:00 a.m. or 9:30 a.m. service/breakfast.  Pro-

ceeds from the free will offering will benefit a 

local charity. 

 

 

 



 

FEBRUARY SOCIABLES   

Trivia Night, emceed by Darin Sorrell 

Saturday February 4th, 2017.  Doors open 

at 6:30pm and trivia begins at 7:oo pm. Sponsored 

by the WOL PTL. Tables of 8.  $20 per person at 

Word of Life Lutheran School, 6535 Eichelberger 

Street, St Louis, MO 63109. Contact Darin at  

dsorrell@hotmail.com. 

 

MARCH SOCIABLES—A Night at the Theater.  
Join the Sociables for an evening at the theater to see 

Arthur Millers' A View From the Bridge on Satur-

day, March 4, 2017. 

 

The Clayton Community Theater is located one 

and half blocks west of St. Marks in the former CBC 

HS building, 6501 Clayton Road.  Starting time is 8 

pm.  Cost per ticket is  $12  as a group rate. Please 

contact Fred Steinke for tickets and payment. 

Make checks payable to: Fred Steinke, cash also 

works.  

 

Reservations and payments are due no later than 

Sunday, February 26, 2017. The building is handi-

cap accessible with a lighted parking lot. 

 

This event is not limited to St. Marks members so 

bring your friends. 

 

The Outreach Committee is 

looking for volunteers to help 

update the outdoor message 

sign. We’ll provide you the 

messaging, all you need to do is 

update the sign (and we can help 

you with that too!) If you can 

help, please contact Matt 

Hibbard. Thanks! 

 

WANTED: A Records Organizer    

St. Mark’s is a treasure trove of information and im-

portant historical documents.  We have lists of those 

who served in World War II, we have baptism and 

marriage records.  We have bulletins and newslet-

ters, and 150 years of records that need preserv-

ing.  At least some of them do.   

 

Our ELCA has guidelines for what to save and for 

how long. Carol Johnson and Pastor Liz will help in 
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this process.  But we need one or two people to work 

on organizing all the church records and storing them 

in a way that makes them easy to retrieve.   

 

We want to get started this spring or early summer, 

and we’ll need a complete audit done before we can 

purge some of the financial records.  Interested?  

Please talk to Pastor Liz.  

  

Red Lehr & The St. Louis Rivermen 
David "Red" Lehr  leads the St. Louis Rivermen as 

they  delight audiences everywhere with their unique 

blend of virtuosity and unbridled energy and enthusi-

asm. 

Relying on instincts, inspirations of the moment, per-

fect pitch, inevitable humor, and camaraderie, these 

musicians create joyous jazz and heart-breaking blues 

extemporaniously out of challenging ideas flowing 

forth from each of them.  A thorough knowledge of 

traditional jazz, the example of unarranged jazz bands 

like Louis Armstrong's ALL STARS and Eddie Con-

don's small groups, plus years of experience in numer-

ous traditional bands, form the solid foundation of 

their music. 

 

The RIVERMEN began in 1982 and continues today 

with the latest incarnation of this incredible group of 

musicians wherever they play. 

Regular members of the festival band include: Bobby 

Grimm, banjo; Noel Kaletsky, clarinet and soprano 

sax; David "Red" Lehr, sousaphone and leader; Steve 

Lilley, cornet and master of ceremonies or emcee; Jim 

Maihack, trombone; Don Schroeder, percussion; Ray 

Templin, piano. When playing in the St. Louis area, 

Brett Stamps often subs on trombone with Bobby, 

Red, Steve, Don and one of a number of different ex-

cellent pianists. 

St. Mark’s will welcome them on Sunday, February 

26 as they lead our worship service. They will play 

before worship starting at 9:45 a.m. 

Invite your family and friends to what promises to be a 

lively service! 

 



 

 SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS 

We have lots coming up in the next few months. 

 

First to honor our 150th anniversary, we are collect-

ing different items each month in the multiples of 

150.  So far we have collected/made 150 hygiene 

bags in November and 300 pairs of socks in Decem-

ber.  Thank you, St. Marks! 

 

Our150th theme for January was hats, scarves and 

gloves.  These are items children frequently go to 

school without and it is cold outside.   

 

February will be socks and underwear.  These are 

items listed often as most needed by food pantries. 

 

March and April: Lenten tree will be our 150th col-

lection.  This year we will be having a baby shower.  

So lets collect 150 (or more) baby items.  

 

May will culminate our collections with  150 Back 

Packs.  These are a big item and we are hoping to 

have a display for the Bishop when he preaches.  

They are starting to go on sale now, so keep your 

eyes open. We will need to collect these early as the 

Bishop is here on Mother’s day.  Donate a back 

pack in honor of your mother for Mother’s 

Day!!!!! 

 

We will take any of these items at any time so if you 

see a good sale…... 

 

Also January and February mark the Souper Bowl!  

Bring in cans of soup or stews January 29th or Feb-

ruary 5th and vote for your team.  Each can is a vote 

for your team.  And yes, you can buy votes with 

cash!  Have some fun, root for your team and help 

those in need all on the same day.   

 

On February 12th we will make our Valentine’s 

packages for our college students and homebound 

friends to show them our love.  We need lots and 

lots of cookies.  See Ruth to volunteer to be a 

baker. 

CALLING ALL MEN!   

In February, we will 

launch a new program at  

St. Mark’s.   Although it 

will primarily involve 

men, we will all benefit 

from their efforts.  

 

Starting on Thursday, February 16th, men will 

gather under Pastor John’s direction, in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  We’ll begin with coffee, and some 

discussion, and then tackle several fix-it jobs 

around the church and office building.  All levels 

of skill are welcome.  We’ll get started at 9 am and 

work until 11.   

 

You will be amazed at what can be accomplished 

over several month’s time if we continue this pro-

gram! Come when you can.  Do the jobs you feel 

comfortable doing, or work with someone who 

will teach you a new skill.  Get to know more men 

in the congregation.  The pastor’s have seen the 

value of this type of group again and again.  Ask 

them about Homer, or Don or Ray.   

 

Let’s keep our buildings in good repair so that the 

buildings themselves serve our mission and minis-

try in the world, and so that they may glorify 

God.   

 

DUMPSTER DAY 

Because of inclement 

weather, we had to re-

schedule the Dumpster 

Day  

The new date is Satur-

day, February 25, 2017 beginning at 9:00 a.m.   

A dumpster will be in the church parking lot from 

Thursday, February 23 through Monday, February 

27.   

Please come and help us declutter and organize if 

you are able.  Thanks!   



 

       After worship in the Fellowship Hall, Sunday, January 22. 

Wilma Wilson serves up delicious soup to Bruce Steinke. 



 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

ST. LOUIS, MO 

       PERMIT #03947  

S t .  Mark ’s  Evangel ica l  Lutheran Church  

6337 Clayton Road 

St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1808 

Pastors John & Liz Backus 

Phone: 314-721-6974 

Fax: 314-721-6982 

E-mail: office @stmarkselca.com 

Web: www.stmarkselca.com 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

February 2017 

ST. MARK’S 
  

 
 

(See pg. 2 for details) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RED LEHR & THE ST. LOUIS RIVERMEN 
LEADING WORSHIP ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2017 

(see pg. 3 for details) 


