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I'm a Christmas guy. True that, I'm a Christmas guy.

Lots of preachers are Easter Preachers. "Up from the grave he arose!! With a mighty triumph o'er
his foes!" kind of preachers. It's all about the resurrection with those preachers. And, I mean, that's
okay. It's good that they are out there, doing their Easter thing.
But give me Christmas - give me the incarnation any day.
Easter had to be. You kill Jesus - he has to rise. That's it. It's the only reasonable response to such
an unreasonable action. Resurrection must be.
But Advent comes, and we start waiting for the without question most radical thing that God ever
did so far ... become human.
Biggest gamble ever. We learned in Adult Education studying the book of Job that God loves to
gamble - cannot resist a roll of the dice! Christmas - showing up in the flesh - that was a gamble.
Biggest gamble of all since the big bang.
We await, in these Advent days, the arrival of the child king whose love holds all sway over our
lives.
Come Lord Jesus! Even so, Come!
Pastor John
Pastoral Acts: November 4—Eleanor Baumann baptism
November 23—Funeral of Dolly Darigo

Men’s Crew
Thursday, December 20th
9:00 — 11:00 am
Coffee and bagels available.
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Call Committee Update
Your Call Committee continues to work very hard
and well together to find a long-term pastor for St.
Mark’s.
We interviewed another very good candidate in November and this was encouraging following the disappointment of the withdrawal of a good candidate
in the spring and the Committee passing on a candidate over the summer. Unfortunately, after a good
conversation, this candidate had concerns about our
level of compensation and housing costs relative to
his current situation.
The Synod office has indicated another candidate is
currently reviewing the St. Mark’s profile, but, as of
the date of this note, we have not received formal
interest or materials. Thank you for your continued
patience.
Bruce Steinke

Adult Bible Study—
December 2—Proverbs
December 9—Proverbs
December 16—Nativity Narratives of Matthew &
Luke

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY DINNER

Your next opportunity to help
with this outreach
initiative is to
sign up for the
December 9th
"Baked Potato
Bar" dinner.
Contact Kathy Steinke if you would be willing to provide a dessert.
Thank you Matt for volunteering to deliver!

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9 DURING WORSHIP

Hope to see you there in (of course) the Luther Room.
Pastor John

Thanks to Phyllis Atkins, Pastor Liz, Marsha
Balluff, Juanita Bynum, Emily Endres, Carol
Gronau, Nancy Hofheinz, Nettie Larson,
Sherry Prel, Grace Steinke and Wilma Wilson for volunteering to sort & organize
decades of church records.

Thanks Lisa for leading our children in this
year’s Christmas Program rehearsal.
We look forward to the seeing it on Sunday,
December 9th during Worship service.
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SERVICE COMMITTEE
Let’s Talk Turkey - If you are
shopping and have a chance to
buy a turkey at a discounted
price and don’t need it, consider
donating it to those less fortunate. We will take them to the
Salvation Army for their Christmas baskets.
In December we will have our Adopt-a-Family.
Our December Food Pantry Theme is Holiday
Meals.

Speaking of Turkeys...we delivered 13 turkeys to the
Salvation Army in Maplewood. They were short 50
turkeys this year so were very appreciative. Their
social worker came out in the 20 degree weather just
to shake our hands and thank us. Thank you St Marks
for your generosity!
They smoke them before giving them to clients, so
they are cooked and ready to go.

FELLOWSHIP

Thanks to everyone who sign up to sponsor a Fellowship Hour and/or pitch in to help ad lib. Please continue to help fill the sign-up sheet for December and
January! It doesn't take much... coffee and donuts and
a little cleanup!
We will celebrate December birthday’s on December
16th.
Jan Mueller
December Sociables—Saturday, December 15.
Christmas Caroling to our Homebound
Meet at the Bleeke’s home
(60 Aberdeen Place, Clayton)
at 3:00 pm for caroling or at
6:00 pm for a Chili Potluck
supper. Chili provided. You
are welcome to bring a dish
to share!
Please RSVP with Marian
Bleeke (314.863.7278); msbleeke@gmail.com.

Donations to the All Saints Endowment
Fund have been made:
Ian Knittig, our Chief Inspector and counter!
A trunk full of turkeys!
The Service Committee
Christmas Decorating
Saturday, December 8th at 9:00 am. We need volunteers to help decorate our sanctuary for Christmas.
Come when you can, leave when you must. Any
amount of time you can give is appreciated!

In memory of Laura Brannan from Beth Eschbacher.
In memory of Roy Stenzel (father) and in honor of
Sharon Stenzel (mother) from Judy Stenzel.
In memory of Don Verble, George & Beulah Scharf
and Bill & Martha Verble from Rebeca Verble.
In memory of Rollie & Thomas Larson and in honor
of Nettie Larson from Lisa Albers & family.
In memory of Evelyn Rapplean from Rick
Rapplean.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA CHRISTMAS PARTY
Please celebrate the season at the Women of the ELCA Christmas party at 6 pm on Monday, December 17 at
Eunice Halverson's house. Secret Pals will be revealed and new ones selected for 2019. An offering will be
taken to be donated to a charity selected by the attendees. Bring a dish to share -- main entree will be provided. Please RSVP to eunice_halverson@att.net or 314-269-7994.
Thank You Note:
Dear Wilma,
I am so thankful we met at the Eastern Conference and you invited me to join St. Mark’s November WELCA
meeting. It was such a joy to learn more about the ministries of the women of St. Mark’s and how you all
care, nurture, and support those around you.
Thank you for making space for the voice of a young adult to share stories of our Global Church and my year
in Cambodia. I think women of all ages have so much to learn from each other and I’m thankful for the opportunity to learn from you all.
Your service in the WELCA group and God’s church is evident. Thank you for all you do.
Blessings, Chelsey Johnson, YAGM, Cambodia
To learn more click https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/Global-Mission/Young-Adults-in-GlobalMission

Mark Your Calendars!

Trivia Night 2019!
When?: Saturday February 2nd, 2019
Where?: Bethel Lutheran Church
7001 Forsyth Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63105
What time?: Doors open at 5:30pm
Play begins at 6:30pm
Online Registration: https://goo.gl/forms/a40otwd9TFKDhC6j2

Consider Donating Stock or Mutual Funds to St. Mark’s
I have recently been asked about how to donate securities to St. Mark’s. The following information is adapted
from the savethechildren.org and redcross.org web sites.
Donating appreciated securities – such as stock or mutual funds – is a tax-wise and relatively simple approach to provide for St. Mark’s mission – either through your annual giving or in support of our new heating
and cooling system. Using long-term appreciated stocks and mutual funds for giving may be attractive due to
tax advantages associated with such gifts. The benefits available to you when making a charitable contribution of stock or mutual funds may include:

•

Avoiding federal and state tax on the capital gain;

•

Receiving an income tax deduction (federal and most states) for the full market value of the gift if you
itemize deductions on your tax return and have held the assets one year or longer;
Making a larger gift at a lower original cost to you.
Important facts to remember:

•

You must itemize your tax return in order to deduct a charitable donation.

•

You must have owned the securities for at least one year before donating them or you will be limited to a
deduction of your original purchase cost of the securities.
You may take a deduction valued up to 30% of your adjusted gross income. If the deduction is greater than
30%, you may carry any unused deduction forward for up to five years into the future until it has been fully
used.
I encourage you to consult your financial planner or tax advisor who can assist you in evaluating the tax advantages available to you when donating appreciated securities.
If you decide to make a gift of securities, the following are the steps to take.
Step 1 - Initiate the Stock Transfer
Securities can be gifted to St. Mark’s in two ways: either via electronic transfer (in which your broker transfers
shares using the St. Mark’s account at Merrill Lynch) or by physically mailing the paper certificates if you have
those. Either method is acceptable, but it is necessary for you to contact your broker to initiate the electronic
transfer. They will provide the information needed by their firm for the letter of authorization to initiate the
transfer. With this letter, they should be able to transfer the shares directly into the church’s account. This letter will likely include your name, account number, number of shares, security name, the transfer instructions
referenced below and will be signed by all owners on the account.
If sending physical certificates, please contact Bruce Steinke.
Step 2 – Notify the Church Office of the Proposed Transfer
Notify Carol in the church office of the securities to be transferred, the number of shares, the approximate value, the expected transfer date, the transferring broker and the broker contact information. Also indicate the
designation of the funds (i.e. general fund, building fund, HVAC fund, etc.).
Step 3 - Send the Securities to the St. Marks
If sending electronically, ask your broker to donate through the following:
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated
DTC Eligible Securities: DTC #8862
Credit to: St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
A/C #: 557-02XXX (contact Bruce Steinke for full account number at 314-779-7041 or bsteinke@outlook.com)
If you have any questions about this process or would like an example of the potential benefits, please contact Bruce Steinke. I can also provide contact information for St. Mark’s broker at Merrill Lynch to assist you
or your broker with the transfer.

An Example of How Gifting Stock Works adapted from savethechildren.org:*

Original Amount

Sell $5,000 in Securities
and Donate Cash Proceeds
$5,000

Donate
$5,000 Cash
$5,000

Donate $5,000
in Securities
$5,000

Federal Capital Gains Tax Paid

$525

$0

$0

State Capital Gains Tax Paid

$175

$0

$0

Total Tax Paid

$700

$0

$0

Donation Amount

$4,300

$5,000

$5,000

Charitable Deduction

$4,300

$5,000

$5,000

Federal Capital Gains Tax Saved

$0

$0

$525

State Capital Gains Tax Saved

$0

$0

$175

Federal Income Tax Saved

$1,204

$1,400

$1,400

State Income Tax Saved

$215

$250

$250

Total Tax Saved

$1,419

$1,650

$2,350

After-tax "Cost" of a $5,000 Donation

$3,581

$3,350

$2,650

If you purchased stock for $1,500 several years ago that's now worth $5,000, and you sold it for a
capital gain of $3,500, you could donate it to St. Mark’s, who could then, according to the Tax
Code be permitted (as a “Section 501(c)(3)” charitable institution) to sell the stock without having
to recognize the capital gain.
If you donate the stock directly to St. Mark’s, you will avoid paying federal capital gains tax of $525
($3,500 x 15% = $525). Note the actual capital gains tax rate ranges 0% to 20% depending on
your income. And let's assume you live in one of the states that also taxes capital gains. Assuming
a 5% state capital gains tax rate*, you would avoid an additional $175 ($3,500 x 5% = $175) in taxes. This results in a total capital gains tax savings of $700.
Let's further assume you fall in the 28% federal income tax bracket. Note the actual federal income
tax rate ranges from 0% to 37% depending on your income. By itemizing your deductions, you are
eligible to take a $5,000 charitable income tax deduction that saves you an additional $1,400
($5,000 x 28% = $1,400) of federal income tax for the tax year you made the gift. If your state allows you to deduct charitable gifts, you can also save on your state income taxes. Assuming a 5%
state income tax rate, this results in an additional savings of $250 ($5,000 x 5% = $250) for you.

In this hypothetical example, by making a stock or mutual fund donation, you can make a $5,000
gift that generates a total tax savings of $2,350. A direct contribution of $5,000 in cash would generate an income tax saving of $1,650. And if you were to sell the securities first and then donate
what's left after paying taxes, you would only be able to donate $4,300 ($5000 less $525 + $175),
which would generate income tax savings of $1,419 ($1,204 + $215). Donating long-term appreciated securities is clearly the tax-efficient way.
*The information in this material is not intended as tax or legal advice. It may not be used for the
purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties or liabilities. Please consult legal or tax professionals
for specific information regarding your individual situation.
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DECEMBER
19
26
10
16
16
18
20
20
23

Steve Lochmoeller
Annie Ferlisi
Rick Rapplean
Krista Halverson
Kira Baumann
Lauren Schott
Sabrina Kalleberg

Floyd & Wilma Wilson
Al & Marilyn Horst
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Please submit Voice articles by the 21st of each month.

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS FOR December 2018
December 2

December 9

December 16

December 23

ASST. TO
PASTOR

Kayleigh Koester

Eunice Halverson

Matt Hibbard

Darin Sorrell

ACOLYTE

Ruthie Bynum

Jay Sorrell

Clara Velloff

Amelia Miller

Lisa Albers

Dave Riter

Judy Stenzel

Lou Prifti

READER

Marsha Balluff

Jan Mueller

Paul Laute

Mark Endres

USHERS

Joe Stockley
Rick Rapplean

Paul Laute
Sherry Prel
Peter & Ellie
Chereson

GREETERS

Wilma Prifti

VISITOR
FOLLOW-UP

ALTAR GUILD

COMMUNION
DEACON

December 24
5:00 pm - TBD
10:00 pm – Mark
Endres
5:00 pm – Soren
Hennies
10:00 pm-Ella
Mackinson
5:00 pm Nancy
Hofheinz
10:00 pm John Bleeke
10:00 pm Nancy
Hofheinz
5:00 pm
10:00 pm Rick
Rapplean
Bruce Steinke
Hanna Albers

December 30
John Davis

Ruthie Bynum

Mark Endres
Fred Steinke

John Bleeke
Bruce Steinke
Rick Rapplean

Dan Miller
Linda Collins

Steve Lochmoeller
Emily Endres

Sue Davis
Rebecca Verble

Fred Steinke
Nettie Larson

Wilma Prifti
Fred Steinke

Dave & Linda Collins

Lou & Wilma Prifti

Mark & Emily
Endres

John & Sue Davis

Fred & Grace
Steinke

Wilma Prifti
Fred Steinke

Mark & Emily Endres

Wilma Prifti – Set
Kathy Steinke Clear

Wilma Prifti – Set
Kathy Steinke –
Clear

Wilma Prifti – Set
Kathy Steinke –
Clear

Wilma Prifti – Set
Kathy Steinke –
Clear

Wilma Prifti – Set
Kathy Steinke – Clear

Wilma Prifti – Set
Kathy Steinke - Clear

ALTAR FLOWER
MINISTRY

Rebekah Circle

Rebekah Circle

Rebekah Circle

Poinsetias

Poinsettias

Poinsettias

COUNTERS

Carol Gronau
Nancy Hofheinz

Carol Gronau
Nancy Hofheinz

Carol Gronau
Nancy Hofheinz

Carol Gronau
Nancy Hofheinz

Carol Gronau
Nancy Hofheinz

Carol Gronau
Nancy Hofheinz

Sign-Up

Fellowship
Committee

Birthday
Celebration

Sign-Up

N/A

Sign-Up

FELLOWSHIP

Fred Steinke
Rick Rapplean

St. Mark's Evangelical Lutheran Church
6325 Clayton Road
St. Louis, MO 63117-1808
www.Stmarkselca.com
E-mail:office@stmarkselca.com
314-721-6974

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

DECEMBER 2018

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
9:00 am Sunday
School and Adult Bible
Study
10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship
4:00 pm Confirmation
6:00 pm St. Louis Flute
Choir Rehearsal

3
7:00 pm Outreach
at Mike Duffy’s Pub
& Grill

10

30
10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship
6:00 pm St. Louis
Flute Choir Rehearsal

6

7

6:15 pm Bell Choir
7:15 pm Chancel
Choir

8
8:30 am Learning
Committee @ Bread
Co in Brentwood

11

12

13

14

10:00 an Mary
Circle
6:15 pm Bell Choir
7:15 pm Chancel
Choir
7:15 pm Council

17
6:00 pm Women of
the ELCA
Christmas Party at
the home of Eunice
Halverson.

23
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:15 am Worship
11:45 am Fellowship
6:00 pm St. Louis
Flute Choir Rehearsal

5

10:00 am Service
Cmt. @ church in
the Luther room

9
9:00 am Sunday
School and Adult Bible
Study
10:15 am Worship –
Children’s Christmas
Program
11:45 am Fellowship
4:00 om Confirmation
at Gethsemane
6:00 pm St. Louis Flute
Choir Rehearsal
16
9:00 am Sunday
School
10:15 am WorshipCongregational
Meeting to Approve
Budget
11:45 am Fellowship
Fellowship
6:00 pm St. Louis
Flute Choir Rehearsal

4

24

18
6:15 pm Bell Choir
7:15 pm Chancel
Choir

15

Sociables-Christmas
Caroling & Chili
Supper

19
10:00 am Rebekah
Circle

20

21

22

28

29

9:00 am Men’s Crew

25

26

27

1

2

3

Office Closed
Christmas Eve
service at 5:00 and
10:00 pm.
31

10:30 am Women
of the ELCA

6:30 pm Worship
Cmt. Mtg.

Altar Flower Ministry
Rebekah Circle

December 2018

S t. Ma rk ’s E va ng el ic a l L ut he ra n Ch u rc h
6337 Clayton Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63117-1808
Pastors John & Liz Backus
Phone: 314-721-6974
Fax: 314-721-6982
E-mail: office @stmarkselca.com
Web: www.stmarkselca.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

December 8—9:00 am—Church decorating for Christmas season.
December 9—Children’s Program during Worship Service
Confirmation Cookie Decorating at Gethsemane
Deadline to contribute to Feed My People Adopt-a-Family
December 9— Lutheran Campus Ministry Dinner (see announcement)
December 15—Sociables Christmas Caroling & Potluck Dinner
December 16—Congregational Meeting to approve 2019 budget
December 24—5:00 pm Family Service
10:00 pm Candlelight Service

