
 

   
 
 

 
              

         of St. Mark’s  

 

Creating Christian community, Living God’s love,  Serving our neighbors.        December   2017 

Meetings - Meetings - Meetings! 

St. Mark's has two meetings coming up. Both are very important. Please make plans to attend both and help 
us chart a future for the congregation. 

December 3rd, we will meet to: 
 

1) Take the first the vote on the revisions to the constitution. St. Mark's constitution hasn't been visited in a 
number of years, and changes are necessary to align it with the model constitution of the ELCA. These are 
not faith changes (Still baptizing infants, still taking Holy Communion) but are several changes in language 
often to conform to changing legal situations. The Church exists as an incorporated body and has to follow 
the laws like any other corporation.  
2) Discuss and vote on a budget for 2018. 

On January 28th we will meet to: 
1) Take the second vote on those constitutional changes 
2) Take the first and only vote on the Bylaws for the constitution 
3) Consider becoming a Reconciling in Christ congregation on the Reconciling Works Roster. Simply put, 
this puts our name on a list of congregations that welcome a wide variety of folk - including our Gay and 
Lesbian sisters and brothers in Christ. There will be, in the January Voice, a suggested "Welcoming State-
ment" to help you understand this. In the mean time - just ask PJ if you have any questions. 
4) Consider any other matters that come before the congregation. 

Hope to see you at both these meetings! 

          Pastor John 

 Adult Education for December 
Dec 3 -  Galatians - Paul's Letter 
Dec 10 - Magretta Yokota speaks on her German Reformation Trip 
Dec 17 - Galatians - Paul's Letter - part B 
Dec 24 - Matthew's Christmas Narrative 
Dec 31 - Pre-New-Year's-Eve Morning off 

 
 

To all those considering becoming part of the St. Mark's Congregation 

Please Save the Date of January 14th after worship for a New Member information time. We will have 
lunch together as part of the fellowship hour with Pastors and a few other members of St. Marks. 

 
 

Pastor Acts: Eugene Collins Funeral  
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December Sociables 

MONTH  ACTIVITY  SPONSOR 

Dec. 16 Christmas Caroling           J. & M. Bleeke 
Jan. 13, 2018 Wine, Appetizers, Planning   G. & F. Steinke 
Feb. 2018 Trivia Night           D. Sorrell 
 
Please watch for specific details in the Voice, Bulletin and 
Calendars. For more information contact sponsors. All 
members and their friends are welcome to join in the activi-
ties!!!! 
 
Worship Committee 
A new church year begins with Advent.  We hope you are 
filled with the Holy Spirit and joy in the Good News of 
God's gift to us, Jesus Christ.  Please check the calendar in 
this issue of the Voice and on the website calendar for 
events and times for all of the events and opportunities for 
worship at St. Mark's in December. 
 
Mark your calendars for: 
Dec. 2    Decorating the sanctuary and children's program 
rehearsal at 9:30am 
Dec. 10  "M is for Manger" a youth/children's program as 
part of 10:15am worship 
Dec. 24  Fourth Sunday in Advent Service at 10:15am 
Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 10:15pm 
 
Pre-service music will begin at 10:00 pm Christmas Eve  
with featured soloists singing your favorite Christmas 
songs. 
 
Your in Christ, 

Worship Team 

 

It's My Book! kicks off at Dewey! 

On Nov 29th, our 
first set of readers 
started their work at 
Dewey International 
Studies Elementary 
School. Three read-
ers in three class-
rooms full of second 

graders will receive their own book to keep as a gift from 
YOU!  

Look for the logo above to learn about future It's My 
Book! news. 

Our readers are Phyllis Atkins, Emily Endres, Jan Mueller 
and Kathy Steinke. 

Call Committee Report 
In November, the Call Committee interviewed a 
potential pastor. We also received information 
on a second candidate and are in the process of 
scheduling that interview. We are still awaiting 
a third candidate from the Synod before making 
a decision on any of these potential pastors. 

   Bruce Steinke 

Council Summary 
Council is happy to report that several of Coun-
cil's goals for St. Mark's in 2017 are well under-
way or have already been accomplished.  One of 
those goals included forming a Stewardship 
Committee.  Thanks to Eunice Halverson, Linda 
Collins, and Annie Ferlisi forming this commit-
tee that goal has been met.  Another part of the 
Stewardship goal is to encourage increased giv-
ing which is also being considered.   
 
Another goal which has been completed includ-
ed having an independent financial audit per-
formed since it had been 10 years since the last 
one.  The audit has been completed.  Overall the 
auditor found that our accounts are in order and 
managed well, but he recommended several ad-
justments to procedures to enhance clarity, 
transparency, and accountability.  For example, 
a policy regarding having 2 signatures for 
checks over $1,000 has been in practice, but we 
could not find this policy written anywhere.   
 
This leads to another goal Council has this 
year.  Trish Winchell has been working with Pr. 
Liz to update our Constitution and our bylaws 
and policies.  Council has approved the revised 
Constitution.  The revised Constitution will be 
provided to the Congregation for review and 
approval.  Our procedures require 2 separate 
votes so we plan for this to happen at the meet-
ing for the budget approval and at the annual 
meeting in January.  Revised bylaws have been 
drafted as well incorporating some of the audi-
tor's recommendations.  Council will review the 
revised bylaws at our next meeting in Decem-
ber.  Once the revised bylaws are approved by 
Council they will also be given to the Congrega-
tion for review and approval.   
 
Finally, Council will need the following posi-
tions filled in 2018: President, Worship Com-
mittee chair, and Treasurer.  If anyone is inter-
ested in serving, please contact the Pastors or 
one of the Council members to discuss.           

 



 

Newsletter Mailing Change   
In January, we will try something new in the office.  
We’re only going to send a paper copy of the newslet-
ter to a short list of people, particularly those who 
would not receive a copy of the newsletter by e-mail.  
Your copies will be sent with first class postage.   
 
The folks who usually get the newsletter via e-mail 
will receive it in that manner, as usual.  There will be a 
stack of paper copies available in the narthex for any-
one who wants to pick up a copy there.   
 
We are trying this approach because we are wasting 
lots of copies of the newsletter due to our bulk mailing 
permit requiring that we print and mail 200 copies of 
the newsletter each month, when our real needs are 
much smaller.  This will be a trial month, so let us 

know what you think.  Pastor Liz  

 
December Sociables—Saturday, December 16. 

Christmas Caroling to our 
Homebound. 

Meet at the Bleeke’s home (60 Ab-
erdeen Place, Clayton) at 3:00 pm 
for caroling or at 6:00 pm for a Chili 
Potluck supper. Chili provided. 
Bring a dish to share. 

Please RSVP with Marian Bleeke (314.863.7278); 
msbleeke@gmail.com. 
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Service Committee 

The gardens have been put to rest for the summer.   

The holidays are fast upon up and we are getting 
ready! 
 

We are again adopting a family from Feed My Peo-
ple. Look for ornaments on the tree.  Items are due 
by December 10th.  Full details are on page 6 
 

Our food pantry theme for December is Holiday 
Food.  Think potatoes and stuffing and green beans!! 
 

Speaking of Turkey... we will continue our Let’s 
Talk Turkey program this year.  If you have the op-
portunity to buy an extra turkey while at the store 
and would like to donate it, please do.  Bring it fro-
zen to church and let us know. We will get it to the 
Salvation Army.  They have loved having these in 
the past to give out for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

Thanks to generous donations from our congrega-
tion, we have already delivered 8 Turkeys.  
 
Thanks to a wonderful committee and generous con-
gregation, we have met all of our goals this year and 
have already planned for 2018.  We are thankful for 
the opportunity to serve!  
 
Come join us for our next meeting!  December 9th. 
at 10 a.m. at church.   

 

Thank You’s! 
Dear Friends at St. Mark’s, 
I wish to thank you for your generous donation of 
diapers and baby items for our foster care children. 
Many children will benefit from your kindness.   
 
We appreciate you thinking of Lutheran Family & 
Children’s Services. 
 Sincerely, 
 Bev Schaefer, Foster Care Coordinator 
 

The new screen / projec-
tor system is installed 
and working great! 
Thanks to all those who 
donated in honor of 
Carol Kugler's years of 
service to the music of 
St. Marks!  

We have used the screen for some hymns, and some 
sermon illustrations and it is a wonderful additional 
"tool" in our worship.  

Men At Work! 
The once-a-month Thursday group to fix things 
about the Church building is going great guns.  
 
We meet at 9am on the 3rd Thursday of the month. 
Next one is December 21.  Come for bagels and 
coffee and fix-up time!  
 

Women welcome too! 
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Historian 

We have an Historian! Marsha Balluff has volun-
teered to go through all our records, organize what 

we need and carefully eliminate what we 
don’t.  She’ll be getting all our records together and 
making sure they’re labeled and in one place.  We 

had a successful audit and are now ready to get 
things in order.  Thanks Marsha! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Donations to the All Saints Endowment  
Fund have been made by: 

 

John & Elizabeth Backus in memory of Pastor Liz’s father,  

Robert Danko 

Laura Brannan & Beth Eschbacher in memory of  

Allison (Al) Brannan 

John & Marian Bleeke in honor of our children,  

Caroline, Jeremy & Laura 

Nettie Larson in memory of Rollie & Tom Larson 

Lou & Wilma Prifti in honor of our loved ones 

Rick Rapplean in memory of my mother, Evelyn Rapplean 

Judith Stenzel in honor of my parents, Royce & Sharon Stenzel 

 

 

Special Congratulations to: 

Hanna Albers who has received numerous honors 
with her Gustavus Adolphus Volleyball Team. She 
was chosen as an all-conference player and they 
made it to the Top 8! 

 

And... Jay Sorrell’s Lego robotics team scored well 
enough at the preliminary competition on November 
4 to advance to the state finals, to be held in January. 
The competition included designing a robot to do 
certain tasks on a 6 x 8’ board with obstacles as a 
“core values” presentation.   Kudos to Jay!! 

 

 

 

Outreach Committee 
St. Mark’s Provides Meal to Lutheran Campus 
Ministry 
 
For any college student, a home-cooked meal is a rare 
treat, especially when exams, reports and admission 
letters take up most of your attention. On Sunday, 
November 5, the members of St. Mark’s provided 
dinner to students in need of an oasis and that’s ex-
actly what they received. 
 
On the menu was baked chicken, a vegetarian chili 
and salad prepared by Kathy Steinke as well as mash 
potatoes from the 150th anniversary dinner. I baked 
two loafs of homemade bread, while Phyllis Atkins 
provided the desserts. Kathy and I transported the 
food the short distance to Lutheran Campus Ministry 
at 7 p.m. 
 
I stayed back and enjoyed a meal with about 25 stu-
dents. It didn’t take too long for me to remember 
what life was like in college. One student near me 
was starting to student teach, another student was bal-
ancing an intense rowing schedule with engineering 
courses and another student across the table was wait-
ing patiently for that all-important acceptance letter 
into medical school. Yes, this meal was needed. 
 
I was honored to enjoy time with these college stu-
dents and share in fellowship. It’s a new way the Out-
reach Committee is building relationships with the 
community and we want all of you to join as well. 
We’re planning another meal in January and would 
love your help. Let me or Kathy Steinke know how 
you’d like to be involved.  
 
Outreach Chair, 
Matt Hibbard 
 

Choir News 

Here’s a great Christmas present idea!  
 

St. Mark’s choirs are making a Christmas CD which 
will be available to purchase at a low price before 
Christmas. All your favorites will be on it plus many 
beautiful anthems performed by our choir over the 
year.    



 

  

 

 

Big Dreams for St. Mark’s from our Luther Door! 
 

Here is a list of some of the big ideas people nailed to the Red Door in the Narthex: 
 

Our Vision for St. Mark’s is… 

  

• Develop intergenerational relationships within our congregation. 

• Develop activities and contact possibilities within our neighborhood 

• Develop helping opportunities in parts of our neighborhood that need our help. 

• More praise music, focusing on the Hymn of the Day. 

• Develop One Praise Service per month 

• More participation at St. Mary’s in Pastoral Care Office or  

• Compassionate Care Program. 

• How can we offer volunteers to assure that “no one dies alone.” 

• High Impact young adult group for those ages 20 to 35.including adventure and high-energy service 
opportunities in locations other than the Church building. 

• Opportunities to encounter other faith groups. 

• Choir “Exchanges” with other congregations and other denominations. 

• These opportunities should be  “grass roots” in nature—lead by the people who take part in them. 

• Faith Sharing “Boot Camp”. How do we share our faith in the pluralistic 21st Century? 

 

 

 

 
ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED 

You are invited to the annual Christmas Party of St. Mark’s W/ELCA Monday, December 18, at 6:300PM 
at the home of Florence Riter, 6519 Delor, St. Louis, MO  63109.  The meat entree is prepared and we ask 
everyone to bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert  It is a ‘byob’ if you want something other than coffee, 
tea, or water.   RSVP to Florence Riter at  314-351-8613. 
 
This is a wonderful evening with a purpose:  1) An offering is taken with the women deciding where the 
contributions are donated and 2) the women who have chosen to be a secret pal share gifts and a drawing 
for names is done with anyone who wishes to be a secret pal.  kkSee related article for a description.  We 
look forward to seeing many of you for an evening of delicious food and drink, prayer, fellowship and 
fun!!! 

SECRET SISTERS 
Does anyone wonder about the gifts that are left in the Narthex with someone’s name on it?   It is a gift ex-
change that any woman at St. Mark’s is welcome to participate.  At the annual WELCA Christmas party 
names are drawn from cards with name, birth date (no year necessary!), address, favorite color, things you 
enjoy, i.e. books, wine, fruit, chocolate, flowers, candles, etc.  Throughout the year, you may leave a gift 
for your secret sister on the table in the east section of the Narthex.  You are not obligated to buy expensive 
gifts, sometimes just a card saying I’m thinking of you signed YSP or Your Secret Pal (not in your own 
handwriting) is a wonderful gift. Oh, and don’t use your personal address label.  You can use the church’s 
address as a return address.  If you cannot join us at the Christmas party, please feel free to fill in a blank 3 
x 5 card that will be available on the table in the Narthex.  Your name will be drawn by someone and some-
one will draw a name for you.   Please contact me if you have any questions at wprifti@att.net or 314-825-
0389.  
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Adopt-A-Family Christmas Service Project 

 

As we have done the past several years, St. Marks will adopt a family in need through Feed My 
People this Christmas season.   

Our adopted family consists of Kimberly and her four children – 3 boys and 1 girl.  Kimberly 
has not specified particular needs/requests for herself, but has requested games for William, nail 
polish for Mya and learning toys for Izaiah and Da’Shawn.  Clothing sizes for each family member 
are in the chart below.  The Service Committee will set up a giving tree in the Narthex beginning No-
vember 19th.   

Feed My People requests that we provide the family with enough food to last at least one week 
and that we also include items that cannot be purchased with food stamps, such as paper products, toi-
letries and cleaning supplies.  Please note that we are asked not to donate any items that are glass or 
packaged in glass.  They cannot accept items that require refrigeration, but will accept bags of apples, 
oranges, grapefruits or potatoes as they will last a long time without refrigeration.  Food donations 
may be placed in the wooden crates in the Narthex.  Gift cards (for grocery stores, drug stores, Target/
Walmart, shoe stores, etc.) are also appreciated.  You may also help this family with utilities by writ-
ing a check payable to “Feed My People” and write “utility assistance – basket 100” on the memo 
line.  Feed My People will ensure that the funds are applied to the family’s utilities.  Please give gift 
cards or checks to Ruth Sorrell or Sue Davis rather than putting them under the tree. 

We’d like to provide each family member with one complete outfit and a personal item/toy.  
Beginning November 19th, ornaments will be available on the giving tree listing items that will ensure 
we have gifts for all family members.  Please take an ornament, purchase the item, and place it, UN-
WRAPPED, under the appropriate tree with the ornament firmly attached.  If you don’t have time to 
shop, you may also give cash to Ruth Sorrell who will go shopping to fill in any gaps. 

The last date donations will be accepted is Sunday, December 10th.  Gifts will be wrapped in 
the fellowship hall before and after WORSHIP that Sunday.  Donations of wrapping paper, tissue pa-
per and gift bags are welcome as well.  Please note that Feed My People asks that all gifts to the fami-
ly be anonymous – please do not include your individual name or the church’s name on any card or 
tag.   

 

 Please help us make Christmas a little brighter for this family.  The Service Committee thanks 
you for your support. 

 Your Service Committee 
 
 

Name Age Gender Shirt Size Pants Size Special Request 

Kimberly 32 Female XL 16   

William 12 Male L 12 Games 

Mya 10 Female L 11 Nail Polish 

Izaiah 10 Male L 12 Learning Toys 

Da’Shawn 7 Male L 10 Learning Toys 



 

St. Mark’s 150th Anniversary 
Pageant entire cast of characters. 

Thanks for all your planning!  
It was wonderful! 

And a wonderful meal was enjoyed by all! 

Longtime members Phyllis Atkins and Mark 
Endres reminisce  over old photographs. 

Mark Twain (Lou Prifti) shares his knowledge 
and wit with the  St. Mark’s  

audience. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

December 2017 

 

December 2, 9:30 am—Christmas Decorating at church 
 

December 3—Congregational Meeting immediately following Worship  

  

Agenda 

• Approve 2018 Budget   

• 1st Vote on Constitution Revision. 
 

December 10—Children’s Christmas Program during Worship 
 

December 16—Christmas Caroling & Chili Supper at the Bleeke’s 
 

December 24—10:15 am Service & 10:15 pm Candlelight Service  

(no 5:00 pm service) 


