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 Transition Task Force 

A quick update on the work of the Transition Task Force. They will wrap up their main work at the April 

Meeting (April 10) and give it one final review in May before handing off their report to the Congregation 

Council in May.  

I want to emphasize the great quality of the questions that this group has asked - and their contribution to St. 

Mark's self understanding that they have to offer. It isn't a hard job, but it requires heart and head in the task.  

What are the good things about being such a close knit group? What are the inherent difficulties? How does 

a congregation capitalize on the good and effectively counter act the difficulties without losing the very 

things which draw the core congregation together?  

What are the things about St. Mark's that might make it difficult for a Pastor to offer quality leadership? 

Where are the areas where St. Mark's acknowledges the need for leadership and hungers for it? 

Keep them in your prayers! 

Pastor John   

 

  
                                                                   
                                                                                                                               

     
     
     
       

  

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

  

St. Mark’s Transition Team 

Bruce Steinke, Chuck Yokota, Isi Albers 

Rebecca Verble and Rasma Chereson 

Not pictured:  Marian Bleeke 
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150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Please mark your calendars for visits from other guest 

Pastors visiting St. Mark’s 

  

May 14 - Bishop Gustafson 

June 18 - Rev. Martin Rafanan 

July 23 - Rev. Jeff Lindgren 

August –TBD 

September—TBD 

October—TBD 

 

There are others we are waiting to hear from before 

announcing publicizing their names.   If you have any 

suggestions for visiting guest pastors please see Kathy 

Steinke or any member of the Worship Committee.  

 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

The Outreach Committee is looking for volunteers to 

help update the outdoor message sign. We’ll provide 

you the messaging, all you need to do is update the 

sign (and we can help you with that too!) If you can 

help, please contact Matt Hibbard. Thanks! 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

The TV located in the Narthex provides members and 

visitors important information about church events and 

programs, but recently, the TV screen has gone dark! 

Why's that? It's because we've experienced a shortage 

of volunteers to help keep the messages updated on a 

continual basis.  

Let's keep the TV screen on and the messaging going. 

Those who are interested would be responsible for up-

dating the TV screen for at least once a month. Contact 

Matt Hibbard to learn how you can get involved.  

 

 CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 

Be sure to visit our new website at 

www.stmarkselca.com.  Thanks to Matt 

Hibbard for facilitating this effort.  It’s looks 

great! 

 

THURSDAY MEN’S WORK TEAM 

The Thursday Men's Work Team is in need of men 

who want to help support the work of St. Mark's by 

working on her building. There are tasks that need 

doing and hands that need to do them.  

If you are available Thursdays at 9am, come in for 

coffee, bagels and conversation then an hour or so 

of work.  

You don't even need to be a man! We support the 

working hands of all who show up. 

Pastor John 

 

  

 

LEARNING COMMITTEE 
 

Easter Breakfast 

Come join us for the annual YOUTH EASTER 

BREAKFAST!  

 

APRIL 16th breakfast will be served from 8:30-

9:30am. Easter Egg Hunt will happen at 9:30. The 

cost is a free will offering to help offset middle 

school and youth activities and trips. We have 9 

children attending a “Be Like Jesus” overnight 

event. We may have students interested in Confir-

mation Camp and Wartburg Summer Camp. Also,  

the 2018 Youth Gathering will be here before we 

know it!  

 

Come join us for Breakfast, Easter Celebration and 

Fellowship! 

 

 

http://www.stmarkselca.com


 

Again, thank you St. Marks for your generosity. 

 

Its Scholarship time.  Look for applications soon.  

Deadline for submission will be June 1.  Applicants 

should be members of St. Marks and participating in 

post high school education. 

 

Along this line, we are looking for donations to this 

fund.  We were thrilled to be able to award $2500 in 

scholarships this past fall.   The students were so 

grateful.  Each student wrote of how they see them-

selves engaging in Christian service now and in the 

future.  We have less money this year and are hoping 

to be able to help all our students again this year.  If 

you have questions, please see Sue or Ruth. 

 

WORSHIP NEWS 

 Seder Dinner 
Join St Mark's Lutheran 

Church for our annual Se-

der Dinner on Holy Thurs-

day, April 13 at 6:00 pm. 

We will celebrate a com-

plete Seder in a family 

style setting. 

The celebration includes a 

delicious dinner of lamb,  salad, potatoes and a vari-

ety of desserts. A free will offering is requested but 

not mandatory. No one will be turned away. 

Please contact Marsha Balluff, 314.581.4218, or 

marshaballuff@juno.com to make a reservation to 

join us in this ancient celebration to thank God for 

His mighty acts in leading His people out of slavery 

in Egypt. 

Friday, April 14 - Good Friday service at 7:00 pm 

Saturday, April 15 - Time of Prayer and Reflection 

from 1-3 pm. The church will be open during that 

time for reflection and prayer. 

Easter Sunday, April 16 - Breakfast beginning at 

8:30 am followed by an Easter Egg Hunt at 9:30 am 

for the kids. Worship at 10:15 am. 

 

He Is Risen! 
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SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS 

Update on our quest for collecting 150 of various 

items for our 150th anniversary— 

 

We exceeded our goal in January, when we collected 

100 hats, 100 pairs of gloves and a few scarves.  All 

items were donated to God’s Helping Hands and to a 

school where Carol Kugler is volunteering.  They 

were so happy to receive the items at both places.  

Janis Hutchinson from God’s Helping Hands was go-

ing to try to drive to meet us to pick them up with a 

broken foot.  (we did not let her). 

 

In February we also collected well over 150 pair of 

socks and underwear.  These were blessed March 19th. 

 

Thank you St. Mark’s for your amazing generosity. 

Our March and April 150th anniversary theme/Lenten 

Project is a Baby Shower sponsored by the new babies 

and their moms!   We will collect until mid April.  

These will be blessed the week after Easter.  The Col-

lection area is already filling up.  Thanks again St. 

Mark’s for your amazing generosity! 

 

Then we move on to our big goal of 150 back packs 

in May.   We will happily accept donations as well as 

packs.   

 

Extra projects: 

For the Souper bowl project we ended up meeting our 

goal of 150.  We had $64 in cash (this will go to Feed 

My People) and 87 cans (this went to The Salvation 

Army). 

 

Our Valentine’s Day project touched 10 college stu-

dents and 5 of our home bound friends.  Thanks to all 

the bakers and packers.  We definitely had well over 

150 cookies!  We received thank you’s in the form of 

texts, emails, Facebook shout outs, multimedia cards 

and good old fashioned handwritten notes from the 

college students.  We have heard from several of our 

delivery elves that took treats to our home bound 

friends that they loved the bags and the visit. 

 

We collected heart healthy food in February that was 

donated to The Salvation Army. 

 

Our March Food Pantry theme was Green Items!    

 

April food pantry is cleaning products. 

tel:%28314%29%20581-4218


 

APRIL SOCIABLES 

 A Day at the Missouri Botanical Garden  
 

Come join us on Satur-

day, April 22nd, 9:30 

AM, for the annual cele-

bration of Chinese Cul-

ture Days at the MO 

Botanical Gar-

den,  which will feature 

a Grand Parade with a 70 foot -long dancing dragon, 

authentic regional cuisine, tea & cooking demonstra-

tions, tai chi, acrobatics, and activities in the Grigg 

Nanjing Friendship Garden. Cost is $7 for Mo Bo-

tanical Garden Adult Members, free for member 

children; $15 Adult non-members; $7 Children (ages 

3-12).  Join or renew at the Chinese Culture Days 

Event and get in free! 

 

Please contact Florence Riter, 314-351-8613, or 

Grace Steinke, 314-843-5053, if you have any inter-

est in joining us this day.  If there are 15 or more 

non-members coming, we can get a group rate and 

obtain the tickets in advance and/or possibly arrange 

some tours.  The building & grounds are handi-

capped-accessible and a limited number of wheel-

chairs are available to rent.. 

 

This event is not limited to St. Mark's Members, 

so bring your friends!!! 
 

THE MEGAHAN'S "RETIRED"  
Since our congregation was supportive of  Dr. Mi-

chael Megahan & JoAnn's work as Lutheran Bible 

Translators for many years in Tanzania and Bot-

swana, I have taken some excerpts from the Winter 

Issue of the LBT Messenger to share with our St. 

Mark's Congregation/the Voice.  The Megahan's 

"retired" as resident missionaries in December 2016 

after over 30 years of ministry. During a recent visit 

to LBT's international offices with his wife Jo Ann 

to celebrate their retirement from full-time service, 

Michael shared his favorite story with the LBT staff. 

While preparing to leave Tanzania a number of years 

ago, LBT missionary, Michael Megahan, visited 

each of the churches in the East of Lake Victoria 

diocese.  During one visit, a young woman ap-

proached him, asking if he remembered her.  He did 

not.  She then explained that her father was one of 

the shamans Michael had regularly ministered to in 

previous years.  

"My father never came to faith", she said, "But every 

time you came to talk to him about Jesus Christ, I 

stood behind the wall and listened to what you were 

saying."   

 

The woman, who was a prostitute at the time, realized 

she was a sinner.  "But, I heard you say 'God loves 

you', and for the first time I heard it in my lan-

guage."  Even though she regarded herself as the low-

est of the low, the reassurance that God cherished her 

brought her to faith. 

 

The Megahans have reached that much sought after 

retirement milestone, but their service with LBT con-

tinues. "We want to tap into all that knowledge and 

expertise," said Rev. Rich Rudowske, LBT's director 

for program ministries. LBT's participation in the Bi-

ble translation movement is evolving from the days of 

operating every facet of a language program. "While 

we still send full time resident missionaries for some 

of the work we do, other situations require only peri-

odic intensive engagement," said Rich.  "This is best 

accomplished by those with the wealth of experience 

the Johnson's, Megahans, and Alvina (other recently 

retired LBT missionaries) bring --- experience hard 

earned through years of residential cross cultural work 

and continuing professional development.  The ad-

junct missionary role is a way that we can engage 

them on a part time, project specific basis." 

 

In fact, Rev. Michael Megahan has already begun a 

dialogue with two language groups in Tanzania, East 

Africa, the Kerewe and Kara people.  The Kerewe and 

Kara people live on Ukerewe Island in Lake Victo-

ria.  Michael will help establish translation projects for 

those remote communities.  The Megahans, Rev. 

Larry and Mae Johnson, and Alvina Federwitz, as vet-

eran missionaries (collectively, have over 100 years of 

experience in Bible translation) have left the foreign 

mission field and full-time service, but their hearts are 

still very much engaged with the mission of 

LBT.  Their titles may have changed, but as adjunct 

missionaries, they will still depend upon faithful sup-

porters to pray and cover the costs related to the im-

portant work they will be doing. 

 

The Megahans  moved from Botswana, Africa to Wil-

mington, N.C, as of January 2017, and are on Face-

book. 

 

Submitted by, Grace Steinke 
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tel:%28314%29%20351-8613
tel:%28314%29%20843-5053


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Don't forget: We're collecting for Saint Louis Crisis Nursery. Grab an ornament from the 

tree. Diapers, wipes, formula and a bunch of other items are on their wish list.  

https://www.facebook.com/SaintLouisCrisisNursery/
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 Join us for worship with Bishop Gustafson on May 14! 
****************************** 

St. Mark’s 2017 Council 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Pictured are: Rasma Chereson, Wilma Prifti, Matt Hibbard, Kathy Steinke, 
Rebecca Verble, Mary Dallmann, Trish Winchell & Darin Sorrell 

Not pictured: Lisa Albers 


