
Follow-Up for Gospel Communities Week of Oct 28 

 
Key passages:    Jeremiah 31:31-34, Deut 30:1-6,  
2Sam 7:12-13, Gen 12:1-3 

During the 400 years of silence between the Old Testament and the 

New Testament, the people of Israel waited and looked forward to 

when God would establish a new Covenant with them.  

What will this New Covenant bring? 

 Forgiveness of Sin:  I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 

remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:34).   Jesus is the 

once and for all sacrifice for our sin! In Jesus there is complete 

forgiveness for every sin. 

 Knowing God Personally:   I will be their God, and they shall be 

my people…for they shall all know me (Jeremiah 31:33,34).   a 

personal awareness, and interaction with God… Jesus pours 

out his Spirit on all who believe in him - Paul says the Spirit of 

God causes us to cry out Abba Father - Through Jesus the love 

of God will be a reality in people’s hearts!  

 A Heart to Obey God:   I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts (Jeremiah 31:33).   God’s good laws will 

be internalized - people will willingly accept his rule over them 

and choose to obey him!     

The New covenant that Jesus brings radically changes things but it 

doesn’t ignore or erase the Old Testament.  It grows out of it, and 

builds on the Old Covenant much like a software upgrade.  It is new 

but there are things that are carried over. 

So when you go back and look at the details of the Story and the Law 

of Moses, remember it has 3 parts: Ceremonial, Civil, Moral 

 The Ceremonial laws are all about dealing with sin and 

relating to God who is holy and just and living with the people 

of Israel.  They all look forward to Jesus and what he came to 

do.   The new Covenant makes these laws obsolete because 

now Jesus has come, but these laws  give us pictures and 

insights about who Jesus is and what he has done on our 

behalf. 

 The civil laws governed civil life in ancient Israel so that they 

would be different from the nations around them. The details 

of these laws are specific for Israel’s witness to the nations 

who were around them.  So under the New Covenant these 

laws also become obsolete, but they are very useful because 

they give us many insights and reveal principles that are 

helpful for addressing issues we face today - especially when it 

comes to how we treat the poor and oppressed.  So these 

laws are a source of wisdom as we interact with the fallen 

world around us.   

 The moral laws  (the 10 commandments are essentially the 

first principles of the law) reveal God’s character and his 

design for living life well under his good rule and reign - so 

that we are loving God and loving others the way God 

intended.   Jesus taught them and lived them out.  Under the 

new Covenant they are carried over but the difference is we 

can know them at the heart level.      

Jesus doesn’t erase the Law, he fulfills the law!  



 Jesus becomes the ultimate Sacrifice for our sin so those who 

have faith in him can be completely forgiven  

 Jesus pours out his Spirit on those who believe in him so we 

can know God personally  

 Jesus and his apostles in the NT lay out some basic principles 

to guide us as the Holy Spirit works in us to give us hearts that 

love and obey God!    

Jesus fulfills the law and completes the Old Testament Story revealing 

more details about the end of the story! 

Romans 3:27–31 (NLT)  

27 Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by 

God? No, because our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is 

based on faith. 28 So we are made right with God through faith and 

not by obeying the law.  

29 After all, is God the God of the Jews only? Isn’t he also the God of 

the Gentiles? Of course he is. 30 There is only one God, and he makes 

people right with himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or 

Gentiles. 31 Well then, if we emphasize faith, does this mean that we 

can forget about the law? Of course not! In fact, only when we have 

faith do we truly fulfill the law.  

1 Corinthians 10:11 (ESV)  

11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were 

written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has 

come.  

 

 

 

 

 

Questions:   

How is the Old Testament, the written history of the Jewish people, 
itself an apologetic of the Gospel?   

What are some things the Old Testament Story is teaching us? What 
are some things it is teaching us to believe and do today? 

Why should we learn this story well today? 

 

 

THE STORY Challenge:   
Win a Pizza Party for your Family or Gospel Community.  Learn to tell the story 

from memory together and Matt will buy you Pizza for your next gathering.   

Send Matt a video of your family or group telling the story from memory.    

The first group or family to successfully do this will help us review the story 

together on Sunday morning Nov 18th and win pizza!    

 

For learning resources go here:   

http://dvbc.com/ministries/the-story-resources 

 

 

 

 


