
Follow-Up for Gospel Communities Week of Sept 30 

 
Key passage: Gen 1-3 

The Backdrop: Creation & Fall 

In eternity past God spoke and ‘Bang’ the heavens and earth were created. 
Humans are created in the image of God both male and female and are 
made partners in God’s work, called to cultivate creation, to build families 
and culture. There is order and harmony and God declares that it is very 
good and rests after all his work.  This is recorded in Genesis 1 and 2.  

Then in Genesis 3 we have the story of Adam and Eve being tempted. 
Doubting God’s character, they rejected his rule and chose to be their own 
authority by eating from the tree of good and evil. They instantly 
experienced guilt and shame, and when God called them out, instead of 
admitting their sin they tried to hide it and place the blame.  This ruins their 
relationship with God bringing chaos, evil and death on all of creation. They 
are expelled from God’s presence, yet God provides for them and hints that 
there is still hope –in a cryptic statement God says that someone born of a 
woman will crush evil once and for all yet be wounded in the process.  

Adam and Eve’s heart of selfish rebellion is then passed on to their children. 
Their son Cain murders his brother Able in Genesis 4.  Evil continues to 
develop and gets so bad that God decides to start over by destroying all 
mankind with a flood, yet he preserves Noah and his family who in faith 
follow God’s instructions to build an ark.  They then re-populate the world 
forming cities and nations but evil doesn’t go away it continues to develop 
as it is passed on from generation to generation. The story of the Tower of 
Babel illustrates how the nations continued in their selfish rebellion toward 
God. They gathered together to build a city and tower as a symbol of 

replacing God with man’s own kingdom. As a result God scattered them and 
broke up their common language.  

The first 11 chapters of Genesis acts like an opening montage or backdrop 
tracing the family heritage of Abraham’s ancestors from Adam to Noah to 
Abraham. It is the assumed setting or backdrop that focuses our attention 
on Abraham who would become the father of the nation of Israel, which is 
the beginning of the story Jesus tells on the road to Emmaus of God’s plan 
to bring us back to himself and set up a future kingdom through Abraham 
and his descendants.  

Review with your Group: [see video https://youtu.be/qsER2VOikw8] 

In eternity past God speaks and BANG the universe is created. 

Humans are created in the image of God both MALE and FEMALE. 

They are made PARTNERS with God in cultivating creation, building 
families and culture.  

There is order and harmony and God declares that it is GOOD and rests 
after all his work. 

But the first family is tempted and chooses to reject God’s good rule by 
eating from the tree of GOOD and EVIL. 

This RUINS THEIR RELATIONSHIP with God, expelling them from God’s 
presence, and introduces chaos, evil and death into all of creation. 

A heart of selfish rebellion is passed on to their children and Cain 
MURDERS Able.  

Evil gets so bad that God decides to FLOOD the earth and start over with 
Noah and his Family. 

They repopulate the world but evil doesn’t go away, it is passed on from 
generation to generation – from ADAM to NOAH to ABRAHAM – which is 
where our story begins… 

Questions:   

How does this opening backdrop set the stage for the STORY Jesus told on the 
Road to Emmaus?   

In what ways does this opening ring true to your life experience? 


