
Acts 27:1–28:10  “Smiling at the Storm” - Discussion Guide  

Following Jesus often leads us straight into stormy circumstances but we can smile at the storm and keep 

pressing forward to fulfill our purpose in Christ because our God is sovereign (in charge of everything 

orchestrating circumstances and shaping history to accomplish his will).    Paul is a real-life example of how 

trusting in God’s sovereignty leads to peace and confidence in the midst of stormy circumstances.  

Paul’s example shows us that trusting in God’s sovereignty means:  

A) Placing our confidence in what God has revealed of his perfect will.  Paul refuses to accept that the outcome 

of his circumstances will be any different than what God said he would do (27:25).   We may not be visited by an 

Angel but we have the testimony of Jesus and his Apostles in the New Testament.  God has revealed all kinds of 

things about his will to us.  Our problem is we often treat God’s will as mostly unknown without growing in our 

understanding of what he has already revealed to us.   

B) Acknowledging God is with us in the storm working out his plan.  In and through the storm God is working 

with Paul to give a powerful testimony of God’s power and sovereignty to everyone on the ship and to bring 

healing and good news to the Island of Malta.  God is always working in and through the storms of life to 

accomplish his perfect plan.  

C) Acting in-line with what we know of God’s will.   Paul doesn’t hide in the cargo hold waiting for Jesus to come 

back.  He calls the ship’s crew and passengers to faith in God, while directing them not to abandon ship but to 

run the ship aground as an act of faith (27:26,31).  While we must trust in God’s will our trust is exercised 

through acts of obedience.   We enter into peace and confidence by exercising our faith through obedience.  

The reason Luke writes the book of Acts is to show us the basics of Christ’s plan for building up his church and 

making disciples (Luke 1:1-4, 24:36-49, Acts 1:1-8).  His storytelling is meant to guide us in partnering with the 

Spirit in the good work he’s called us to.  So this story placed near the very end of Acts is a powerful 

demonstration of God’s provision and sovereignty that is meant to encourage us in our calling as followers of 

Jesus in this world; a world messed up and broken by sin where we encounter ‘stormy’ situations outside of our 

control.  

Luke tells this story in detail in order to encourage us… 

 To put our confidence in what the Spirit has revealed of God’s plan for his church 

 To acknowledge that God is with us by his Spirit in every storm working out the details of this plan,  

 To partner with him in his plan by obeying (shaping and building our lives on) everything he has revealed 

to us! 

Nothing can stop God’s will or hinder his purposes for his people.  No matter what storm we find ourselves in he 

is still working his plan according to his word.  There may be many twists and turns along the journey, wars, 

rumours of wars, natural disasters, social upheaval and chaos but through it all Jesus is with his people and he is 

bringing about an eternity unlike anything we can imagine.    

Questions to guide discussion:  

 Think of situations and circumstances in your life in which you clearly saw (or can now see, looking back) 

the Lord providing and working out his plan. How can trusting in the reality of God’s presence and 

sovereignty change the way you handle present or future trials in your life?  

 

 What (if anything) holds you back from having the same confidence in the Lord that Paul expresses in 

verses 22-25? How does Paul’s example challenge you?  How can you be more fully trusting in God’s 

sovereignty?  

 

 How does this story encourage us to keep working out and fulfilling our part in Christ’s mission for his 

church that Luke has outlined for us in Acts?   What would it mean for you to live every aspect of your 

life truly believing that God’s plan is good and his promises are all true?   


