
Acts 20:17-38   ‘ CHURCH DAD’S MATTER’   Discussion Guide 

Even in our culture today, a culture that is radically redefining the family, researchers are concluding that we need good 

dads.  There is a growing array of studies, academic journals and books, all pointing out unique impact of Fathers and 

how much we need the servant leadership of good fathers for the healthy development of children the stability of 

families.      

As Paul travels to Jerusalem he is also stopping along the way to do some mission critical things. One of the things Luke 

describes in detail is this meeting with the Ephesian elders in Acts 20.  One of the things that Paul works hard at 

throughout his entire ministry is developing and appointing elders in every Church (Acts 14:21-23, 1 Tim 3, Titus 1).   

Paul understood that Christ’s plan to spread the gospel out into the world is through the work of simple local churches.  

If these local families of families are going to be healthy and strong, if they are going to continue in the faith and partner 

in the mission in a world full of many challenges and complex issues, then just like any family they will need the servant 

leadership of a few well trained mature Dad’s  or  elders.   

Elders are not the only leaders in the church.  There are both men and women who assist in the leadership of the church 

family.  However, elders fulfill a specific and important role as ‘Church Dads’   

 CHURCH DAD’S MATTER     

 they set an example for other dad’s to follow,  

 they train and mentor in the faith,  

 they help protect the church from harm,  

 and they help provide for those in need. 

The work of dad’s and elders is vitally important for advancing the mission.   The work of strong elders teams helps free 

up pastors and missionaries to work at advancing the gospel and planting more churches.   

One of the ways we can contribute to the Global Mission is through our City Church partnership with BILD international.  

BILD functions as a global network of churches to help church leaders do the same kind of work Paul did in Ephesus to 

disciple and equip parents and church leaders from within the church - including elders.   Strengthening churches in this 

way helps advance the gospel in our world and keep churches on mission.  

Some Questions to help guide discussion:  

 Paul conceptualizes the church not as some modern day organization but as a household, a family of families 

(see Eph 2:18-21,3:8-11, 1 Tim 3:14-16, Titus 2).   How does this understanding shape the instructions Paul is 

giving to these elders?  How is the work of an elder similar to the work of a good Dad? (1Tim 3:5, Eph 6:4) 

 

 What are some ways that Paul led by example?  What things does his example reveal about the work of elders?  

 

 Paul worked hard to disciple and appoint some men to be elders in every church.  Why was this so important for 

the success of the mission?   Why would it be important to engage men and fathers in discipleship and 

equipping in our churches today?      

 

 What are some ways you can help encourage and support the development of good dads and those who might 

be called to serve as ‘Church Dads’ (Elders)?  


