
Romans 15:14–33 ‘Participating in the Progress of the Gospel’ -  Follow Up Guide 

As we get to the end of chapter 15 it becomes obvious that Paul wrote this amazing letter explaining 

and clarifying the Gospel to people who already believe in Jesus.   Not only are they believers but they 

are full of goodness and able to teach (Rom 15:14-15).   Paul is not explaining the gospel for the first 

time or writing them about new teachings. He is reminding them of the gospel and boldly emphasizing 

certain aspects of it’s implications for living life.   

Why is Paul preaching and teaching the gospel to people who already know Jesus?   He is strengthening 

the church in Rome.   All the instruction in the gospel and its implications is meant to move believers 

toward greater gospel unity and greater participation in the gospel mission (Matt 28:18-20).   

Paul refers to his mission work in this passage.  Paul worked with the other Apostles to accurately 

proclaim and pass on the good news of Jesus Christ and all his teaching.  Paul was the Apostle to the 

Gentiles, which means he was commissioned by Jesus himself to lead the effort to reach the non-Jewish 

world with the good news of the gospel.   

We know from the book of Acts that Paul and his team worked hard at three core things. They 

ENGAGED unbelievers with the good news of Jesus Christ.  They ESTABLISHED new believers in the 

gospel forming them into gospel-shaped church families.  They equipped and ENTRUSTED the gospel 

ministry of these church families to local leaders (Acts 13-14).    

Paul didn’t advance the gospel just by showing up and speaking.  He says it was through both WORD and 

DEED (Rom 15:18).  It involved his whole way of life including both speaking and good works (some were 

miraculous works of the Spirit).    

Paul was doing this work with a team of people throughout what is modern day Turkey and Greece 

under the direction and empowering of the Spirit.  Many people still had not heard the gospel in this 

region.  There were only small churches planted in big cities.  Yet Paul claims that he has completed his 

work and now wants to take the gospel to Spain (Rom 15:19-24).   How can he say his work is complete?    

Paul and his team had sufficiently laid a foundation for ongoing mission by establishing churches in the 

major cities of the region as gospel families on mission.   This is what God’s idea of church is: “a gospel 

family on mission in this world”.  We’ve attached all kinds of human tradition to God’s vision and 

complicated it but really it is quite simple: Through faith in Jesus we are forgiven of all sin and given a 

whole new identity and purpose in Christ-  we are his beloved family on mission in this world.  

Paul sees and treats every believing church as a family on mission with him; families who were carrying 

on the same work in their region as partners with Paul just like he had taught and modeled for them in 

word deed under the direction and empowering of the Holy Spirit.  

Their partnership in the progress of the gospel is not only about carrying on the mission in their own 

region but each church family also shares in the responsibility and work of taking the gospel to new 

places and people groups by partnering with leaders like Paul.   There are at least three ways mentioned 

in this passage of how local churches participated in the mission beyond their own cities. 

 They were families who practiced hospitality, sheared resources and mutual ministry with 

Pauline teams. (v24) 



 They were families who gave money toward meeting pressing needs and advancing the ministry 

of leaders and churches in other regions. (v26) 

 They were families who prayed together for Pauline teams and for the progress of the gospel 

beyond their boarders. (v30) 

That’s what living this new way of life -  renewing our minds and being transformation of the Spirit - is 

really all about.  Living in light of the gospel is about being His family that is participating in the progress 

of the gospel as a normal part of the routines and rhythms of our every day lives.    If you go back and 

look closely at all the instructions in Romans chapters 12-14 you will see that what they are really all 

about is living as his family on mission.  

Everything Paul teaches in this letter about the Gospel and its implications ought to overwhelm us with 

God’s love and grace toward sinners and move us to join him in the amazing work he is doing!  Because 

of all Jesus has done for us, we get to live a new way of life together that is part of changing the destiny 

and direction of people’s lives.  We get to be part of welcoming sinners into his family and being part of 

the transformation healing and blessing that the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is bringing. 

Paul is reminding and boldly emphasizing certain aspects of the Gospel and its implications because Paul 

want’s every church, every believer, to offer their daily lives to God as an act of worship in order to be a 

family on mission and to get in on all the cool stuff Jesus is doing.   

 

Questions for guiding follow-up.    

(you could work on these things over a few weeks this summer with your gospel community.) 

 What would it look like for you to be part of a family that is partnering in the mission?  What are 

some ways you could see yourself participating in the mission right where God has placed you? 

 

 What about your Gospel community?  What are some steps you could take to work at being a 

family on mission together?   (A book you might what to review together: BLESS: 5 Everyday 

Ways to Love Your Neighbor and Change the World, by Dave & Jon Ferguson, SALEM Books 

2021) 

   

 In light of the things Paul has reminded us of in this letter, what changes do you need to make 

so that you are living a lifestyle that supports being a family on mission?   (Review any work 

you’ve done in the First Principles series) 

 

 God has connected our church with several church planting networks through Vision Ministries 

Canada & BILD International.   Take some time to check them out online.  

o Vision Ministries Canada: https://vision-ministries.org/ 

o BILD international: https://bild.org/ 

 

 What are some ways we could partner with the leadership teams of these networks to help 

strengthen our church and advance the mission elsewhere? 

 

https://vision-ministries.org/
https://bild.org/

