
Romans 13:8-14  “Piety & Loving Your Neighbour” – Follow Up 

Instead of living our lives by the same philosophies and principles of the world around us, we are to give ourselves to 

living a new way of life that is based on our new identity in Christ and that fulfills our purpose in Christ as part of his 

family on mission in this world! (Rom 12:1-2). 

The key to ‘life change’ to being transformed by the Spirit in order to live this new life is the renewal of our minds.  We 

are to rethink everything about our lives in light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and His principles for living life while taking 

steps to live differently and trusting in the Spirit to transform us as we go. (Rom 12:2) 

What follows are clusters of instructions to help believers re-think their lives in light of the gospel.  Here, in two short 

paragraphs at the end of Rom 13 we have another set of instructions that revolve around the principle ‘love your 

neighbour as yourself’. Because of the Gospel we have this new obligation to love others.   As receivers of God’s love 

and grace in Christ Jesus we have a new obligation to love others (Rom 13:9-10). 

A lot of people in our day people tend to think, “all God really wants is for us to truly love people” so don’t worry about 

God’s commands just love people.   But Paul’s point is that loving your neighbour and God’s commands can not be 

separated.  If you love your neighbor as yourself, you will fulfill God’s law because fulfilling God’s commands, living by 

his instructions, is to truly love your neighbor.   

We typically don’t equate living a holy life or ‘Piety’ with loving our neighbour, but see it more as a personal matter 

relating to our own relationship with God.   But the ancient concept of Piety presupposes that we exist in relationships 

that are not chosen but are given to us at birth.  Piety is about duties that we owe to God and family and neighbors from 

the time of our birth.  

Believers in Jesus are re-born.  We’ve been given new life in Christ. This means we have new relationships and 

obligations in Christ which means ‘walking properly’ (Rom 13:13) is not simply just about our own personal holiness.   

The way you conduct yourself sexually, the way you deal with disagreements, even your eating and drinking are not 

simply private matters.  They are all part of your obligation to love your household and neighbors because of who you 

are and all you have in Christ Jesus.  

All of these instructions are tied to our new identity and purpose as people saved by grace and commissioned to join the 

Lord in making disciples and multiplying his church.   Remember The Apostle Paul is writing the house churches in Rome 

to strengthen these believers in the gospel of Jesus Christ and to equip them for partnering with him in bringing the 

gospel to more people.    Paul is urging believers to abandon old ways of living to live the new life we are given in Christ 

(put on Christ) to fulfill our new purpose in Christ (Rom 13:11-14). 

 Because of the Gospel we have a new family (Rom 12:3-13). 

 Because of the Gospel we respond differently to persecution and authority (Rom 12:14-13:7). 

 Because of the Gospel we love our neighbors as our self (Rom 13:8-14). 

  

The gospel impacts all spheres of our lives and it is this gospel-shaped life that supports and upholds the gospel mission 

to love sinners like Jesus and join him in making disciples.  

Questions for follow-up:  

 What does this passage reveal about God and his purposes?   About you? 

 What steps are you taking (or do you need to take) to ‘put on Christ’? 

 What are some changes you need to make in order to fulfill your new obligation to love your neighbour?  


