
Acts 15  ‘Jesus + Nothing’   Discussion Guide  

This chapter begins with open debate in the church regarding what to do with the increasing number of gentle believers 

who are joining churches.  The debate is in response to the false teaching that one must follow the Law of Moses to be 

saved.   This was causing division in the church and compromising the gospel message.  

Jewish believers were buying into this line of teaching out of some litigate concerns.  A) The Old Testament did teach 

that non-Jews were to be ceremonially cleansed and circumcised if God’s people were to fellowship with them.  B) 

Believers in Jesus are called to turn away from their old sinful lives to follow Jesus as God’s renewed and redeemed 

family.   But this teaching was taking things a step further and changing the message by saying that obeying the law of 

Moses is necessary for salvation.    

The church council in Jerusalem presents three things that confirm the true gospel that people are saved by the 

undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.  Spiritual insight, ministry experience, and the teaching of God’s word are all part of 

discerning matters of sound doctrine today.    

1) What the Spirit revealed to Peter at Cornelius’ house.   The Spirit sent him to preach the gospel to gentiles and 

the Spirit was given to the gentiles upon their belief before they had obeyed any instructions.  

2) The ministry experience of Paul and Barnabas.  They preached salvation by grace alone and the Holy Spirit 

backed up their ministry with miracles.  

3) James shows how the scriptures look forward to the day when gentiles will be brought into the people of God.  

He quotes from Amos where God promises to bring the gentiles in but says nothing about the gentiles having to 

follow any laws.    Jesus is the fulfillment of these promises.  

We are not saved by anything we do.  If we have faith in Jesus there is nothing we do that can add or take away from our 

salvation.  

The instructions given to the gentiles by the council come from the Old Testament laws and are about addressing the 

very things that would be most offensive to Jewish Christians who were not in fellowship with Gentiles.    Obeying these 

laws is not a matter of salvation but a matter of fulfilling their calling to be a unified church on mission with Jesus now 

that they are already saved.    The gospel is not just about saving us but also about calling us into Christ’s plan for his 

church.  All the teaching of the New Testament about the Christian life is not about salvation.  It is not about appeasing 

God’s anger or making up for our sin.  It is about fulfilling our calling as God’s redeemed family and preparing for life in 

the fullness of his kingdom. (see Ephesians 2:8-10). 

Questions to help guide discussion:  

 What can we learn from this example of the early church working out a divisive theological issue?  What are 

some things it models for us today about working out theological disagreements?    Do you tend toward serious 

disagreement too quickly or too slowly? 

 

 Should every disagreement require debate or are some things more important than others?   What priorities are 

driving the deliberations of this council and the letter they send out?  How can these priorities help us avoid 

getting caught up in foolish quarrels and arguments over words? (see 2Tim 2:14-15, 23-26).  

 

 Why is a firm grasp of the true gospel so important for building unity in a multi-cultural church family?  What 

might be some signs that you are buying into a ‘Jesus plus’ theology which is a false gospel? 

You may also want to check out the article “The Gospel Has Two Shoes”  http://mattcraig.ca 

http://mattcraig.ca/

