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Over this past year, we have facedmany challenges and
disappointments. Ongoing lockdowns and restrictions

mademany aspects of community life difficult to live out.
Personal contactwas very limited. A number of good friends and
long-time churchmembersmoved out of the city. Some dear
people passed away, too.

Whilewemay be tempted to hunker down andwait for better
days, the New Testament reminds us that our calling doesn’t
change, nomatterwhat environmentwe find ourselves in.We are
called to be his disciples; we are called to pursue a new way of life
as his family onmission in thisworld. As his “family of families”,
we are partnerswith the Spirit and other churches inmaking
disciples, doing goodworks, andmultiplying his church until
Jesus returns.

So,wemust continue to findways to adapt and faithfully press
forward to fulfill our calling. And that’s exactlywhatwe’ve been
working towards. It hasn’t been easy, but following Jesus always
involves counting the cost and taking up our crosses. The ideas
of casual church-going and convenient discipleship aren’t found
in the pages of scripture, and certainly isn’twhat Jesus had in
mind for his church.

Aswemove forward into another year, myprayer is thatwewill
not only build onwhatwe’ve already learned, but also take full
advantage of the newopportunities that God gave us to serve
Christ and join him in building his church. God placed us in
Toronto. He has given us a role to play in our neighbourhood and
in our growing network of churches as part of his global mission.
Maywe grasp this ideamore fully, andmayhe find us faithful.

Forewords
From Pastor Matt
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From the Editor

T his yearwe’re highlighting howmembers of our
church community are living out the gospel in their

lives. Youmightwonderwhy these stories have been
included, since they’re not “official” church activities,
while an annual report is a corporate document. This
comes from the purpose of the church: tomake disciples
whosewhole lives are rooted in the gospel (not just their
Sundays). The church is our home basewherewe learn,
grow, andwitness together, and thenwe continue that
gospelwitness in our everyday living.

Ephesians 4:11-12 says, “He gave some as apostles, and
some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the

work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ” (NASB).
Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider howwemay
spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another…” Titus 3:5, 8 tells us, “He saved
us, not on the basis of deedswhichwe have done in
righteousness, but according to His mercy…, so that those
who have believed God will be careful to engage in good deeds.”

Ourmeetings andministries together as a church are
opportunities for us towork out how to live out the
gospel practically in our lives. A healthy and vital church
will naturally produce gospelworks, big and small,
among its members. These “feature” stories are part of
our church’s bigger story. They’ve been included to help
everyone think about howyou can use your gifts for
gospelworks in your own life.

To be clear, “your own life” doesn’t mean “byyourself”.
These are not individualistic stories. Rachel found her
career pathwhile servingwith others. Carolworks
togetherwith her Crew. Charlotte highlights the impact
of collaboration inmusic. Even this report has input
from a lot of people.Wework these things out and serve
together as a church family.

If you’re not surewhere to start, I’d suggest joining in
with a gospel community andworking through the First
Principles. (And if anyonewants towrite, design, take
photos , or has ideas for next year’s report, let me know!)

Personally, Sue and I consider ourselves to be incredibly
blessed to be sharing these pandemic trialswith our church
family,who are a huge blessing to us and our family in somany
ways. As you read this report, I pray the stories of our people
entering into discipleship and findingways to serve Christ in
this crazyworldwill inspire you to pursue God’s call and serve
himwholeheartedly.

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for
all people, training us to renounce ungodliness and
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and
godly lives in the present age,waiting for our blessed
hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us
from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for
his own possessionwho are zealous for goodworks. (Titus
2:11–14, ESV)
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About Us
A family of families,
a church of churches.

Sundaymorning gathering
in the church building

DonValley Bible Chapel is a local church familymade
up of smaller "Gospel Communities". These gospel

communities are networked together under a family
order of leadership. These groups arewherewe take part
in family life and learn to obeyChrist together.We
engage our neighbourswith the gospel through these
simple "households”. DVBC also belongs to a network of
churches across Canada.

PURPOSE&VISION
Wewant to see the lives of individuals, families, and
communities made newby the gospel of Jesus Christ.We
work towards this by living in community together and
benefiting our neighbourhoods.Wework togetherwith
like-minded churches to be a continually expanding
family of families.

PRIORITIES
Our priorities are based on the NewTestamentmodel of
church andmissions:
• making disciples
• establishing families
• developing leaders
• benefiting our community
• networkingwith others to plant and establish churches
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Be an effectivewitness in our community.
People have to be established in a lifestyle that supports
themission. That means praying for opportunities,
talking to people about our faith in Jesus, doing good
works together, and connecting others to our community
and family life. (Col 4:2-6, Acts 10, Titus 2, 1Thess 1:4-10)

Be a strategic hub for planting churches in Toronto
and beyond.
Wenetworkwith other churches throughVision
Ministries Canada and the City Church Network.We
respond to newopportunities for multiplying churches,
and help existing churches becomemore established.
(Acts 13:1-14:26, Phil 1:2-8, 1:27 – 2:2)�

STRATEGY
All of our activities as a church are based inDiscipleship
in Community.Wemodelled this after the New
Testament early church,where thosewhomastered the
faith passed it on to others. "Passing on" is done through
community-based, hands-on discipleship. Being a
community is key!We’re not a group of discipleswho
multiply disciples, we are a church family that multiplies
church families.

Become established and rooted in the Apostolic
Teaching of the NewTestament
We are to carefully build on the samemessage and
principles that founded the NT church.We are to use the
teaching creatively to solve problems, build unity, and
one-mindedness. As a family of families, we are to
becomemature and take part in themission together.
(Eph 4:11-16, Phil 2:27-28).
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Our Gospel Communities follow the
example of the early church that met
in people's homes. These small
groups are like home churches. It's
the place to think through the
teaching from Sundaymornings and
discuss the issues around them. They
are where learning, teaching, prayer,
and encouragement take place in a
family setting. In asmuch as the
church is a family of families, Don
Valley Bible Chapel is a church of
churches.

Each group has its own personality
and form in their meetings, and are
in different places of development.
Meeting online instead of in homes
made this harder, but everyone did
they best they could. Meeting online
allowed parents to take part even
while taking care of their children at
home.

There were lots of examples of one-
another care, for example, driving
people to appointments, helping
families move, and volunteering
together at theMeal Program.

In January, Penny was
commissioned to help build up
groups by providing support and
follow-up. Each group's leaders
identified key people to help care for
and build up the Gospel Community
as part of their growth. This group of
leaders and key supporters met
online eachmonth to discuss
important issues.

Some groups had outdoormeetings
in parks when the weather was
warm, and some groups began
meeting in-person again when
everyone got their COVID
immunizations.�

A gospel community
having funwith a
pyjama night.

MINISTRY REPORT

PRIMARY LEADER: MATT
SUPPORT TEAM: PENNY, CATHERINE B.,
SUE, RYAN, ANDREA, PAUL C., VALERIE,
JARET, LIZ v., STEPHEN, LYDIA

GOSpel communities

Photo: Stephen
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Justin was a big part of our church family for many
years. He visited every one of our gospel communities.
He shared meals, shared his life and faith, and prayed
together with us. I loved spending time with Justin—
probably because he ministered to me just as much as I
ministered to him. Whether it was driving his truck to
help someone move, or meeting someone for coffee
and praying together, he always had a story to tell me
about his conversations with people about Jesus. He
would be the first to share his testimony, to pray for
someone, to lend a helping hand—and he would do it
with a smile on his face and lots of enthusiasm!

We celebrated milestones in his life: when he earned a
medallion for living sober, when he got married, some
of his birthdays. I was also with him and supported him
through many struggles: the pain of divorce, grief when
his father died, depression when he was wrestling with
old habits.

Sometimes Justin pretended he was doing better than
he really was, but it wouldn’t last for long, and we‘d end
up confessing our sins and praying for each other. A lot
of church-goers aren’t comfortable with stuff like that—
but we all wrestle with ingrained sinful habits and
attitudes—and Jesus used those times of confession and
prayer to heal some hurts and change me.

Justin once told me that he used to find it very hard to
truly believe that God actually loved him and wanted
him. He then explained that because our church family
welcomed him like a brother—even when he messed
up—and kept encouraging him to do the right thing and
kept praying for him, that he began to truly see that God
really does love sinners!

Justin told me it had been some time after being in
recovery and struggling to make changes in his life that
he finally realized real hope wasn’t found in some
impersonal higher power. He needed the forgiveness,
friendship, and strength of Jesus Christ in the midst of
his hurts and struggles. This changed his life.

Even though he still had struggles, those struggles
changed—because he had Jesus forgiving him, healing
his hurts, and giving him a new purpose in life. Justin
loved Jesus and he loved being part of God’s family. He
loved serving and telling others about how Jesus
forgives sins, heals hurts, and promises us new life
forever in his Kingdom!

If he could step up to the mic today and speak to us all,
I’m certain he would tell you that Jesus is real, He really
does forgive sin and heal hurts, and He came to save
sinners like you and me.

Justin loved Jesus. He still had hurts and struggles, but
Justin loved Jesus. Sometimes Justin would get
discouraged and give in to old habits, but Justin loved
Jesus. There are unanswered questions surrounding his
sudden and tragic death. No one expected Justin to face
death so soon. We couldn’t see it coming, but we know
that JUSTIN LOVED JESUS.

Justin is safe with Jesus today. When Jesus returns as he
promised, Justin will be with him, grinning ear to ear,
ready to tell more stories of how Jesus set him free.�

Justin loved Jesus

EULOGY GIVEN BY MATT

Photo:Walker Family
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55+

Filling His Kingdom

After labouring for the Lord for over 60 years, I recently asked myself the question, "Have I done my
best for Jesus Christ, the One who has done so much for me?" As far as I am concerned, this was a
hypothetical question to myself.

You see, I was trying to find a reason for retiring from the ministry. As I paused to reflect on the events
of the last five years of my ministry, it occurred to me that most of those who came to faith in Christ
have now been called Home to their eternal rest; both young and old alike.

This only reinforces my conviction that a prayer-packed outreach program is far more effective than the
sit-and-wait approach that many church leaders are practicing even today.

As I pondered the situation, an awe-inspiring feeling of calm enveloped my soul. There was a deep
feeling of relief, as though there was someone standing beside me echoing these words: "Well done,
my beloved! Well done, but there is much more you can do. The church buildings may be empty, but
My Kingdom is being filled with newly redeemed precious souls."

I believe with all my heart that God is far more interested in the souls we help to win for Him, rather
than the physical work we do for Him in the physical church buildings. Quite often, we place a lot of
emphasis on the numerical growth of the church rather than the spiritual vigour or growth of our
ministries.

When we consider, too, what COVID-19 has done to negate the gathering of GOD's people in the
church, one is forced to consider other means of reaching the lost for Christ by using alternative
measures. Let us get rid of the notion that in order to win the unsaved, we must invite them to our
places of meeting. Remember this: the directive from the Lord is, "Go ye into all the world and make
disciples from all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). We are directed to go to the world. Not the other way
around.

Let us obey the instructions given to us by the Master Himself.

Murton C.

Winning SoulsWinning Souls
MINISTRY REPORT

PRIMARY LEADERS: VIOLET
SUPPORT TEAM: CARLTON
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Photo and obituary:Wilson Family

55+ is a special focus gospel community that addresses the needs of a later stage of life. This group holds up the church
and lives out their faith through prayer, emotionally supporting peoplewith friendship andwise advice, and practical
helps.

The group continued tomeet mostly online, but also had a very nice park picnic that lifted everyone’s spirits. As a
group, they called everyone in the church directory to givewords of encouragement and prayer.We’d like to
particularly acknowledgeViolet for all of her dilligentwork in organzing and caring for the group.

As a church family,we alsowant to acknowledge a number of seniors thatwe’ve sent off this year:
• Catherine S. was a foundingmember of DVBCwho faithfullyworshipped and servedwith us for over 50 years.

Formanyyears she split her time betweenToronto and Gravenhurst; this summer she decided to reside in
Gravenhurst full-time.

• June warmlywelcomed every one of us every singleweek.With traveling becomingmore challenging, she has
decided toworship togetherwith the brothers and sisters at her living community.

• Murton andVenis “retired” to Jamaica to evangelize, train leaders, and build up the local church there. (See letter
fromMurton, left.)�

Remembering kathleen

Beloved wife of the late Cecil,
Kay will be sadly missed by her
wide circle of family and friends
in Canada and in Ireland.

After emigrating with her
husband and eldest son in 1956,
Kathleen began a life in Canada
that focused on the home and
the church. Her sacrifices as a
mother were considerable, and
her commitment to hospitality
was unparalleled. Many church
friends enjoyed her lavish meals,
creatively presented and
garnished. Those who were on
the fringes were frequently the
recipients of her generous and
giving spirit.

When she began working
outside the home in the 1970s,

she was ahead of her time. While
she was a diligent employee, she
maintained her dedication to the
family and the church.

She brought a warm spirituality
to everything she did
throughout her life, with no
hesitation in sharing her love for
Jesus with anyone.

Kathleen will be remembered for
her classy appearance, love of
fashion, feisty spirit, sense of
humour, affection for children,
fascination with birds, love of
flowers, memorable one-liners,
appreciation for the ocean, care
for others, fast driving, winsome
spirituality, and whipped cream
and parsley on soup.

Inmemory of Kathleen and her
most fashionable hats.

We said goodbye to Kathleen, a long timemember of our church family. She exemplified Christ-like love to
everyone around her.Wewere honoured to hold hermemorial service in the chapel and share stories
about herwith her family.
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Teaching
Sunday preaching iswhatmost people picturewhen they
think of church, but there's a lot more to the teaching
ministry than that. Everyministry in DVBC is part of the
teachingministry.Whenwe live outwhatwe've learned
from the Bible, we show the teaching for others to see
and learn from.

We learn and teach the gospel of Jesus, including his
instructions on how to live Godly lives, sowe can do good
works. It is important that correct understanding of the
gospel is at the core of the church. Otherwise, a church
mightwater down the gospel and end up unable to
address real issues ormove in thewrong direction. But a
church that iswell-established can identify corematters
of salvation. It can discern how to handle issues in
practicalways.We don't learn just to learn,we learn so
thatwe can be good ambassadors of Jesus in thisworld.

Teaching the gospel of Jesus
in an orderly way

to build the church family
on the principles of Christ
and to equip the church

in the whole counsel of God

PRIMARY LEADER:MATT
SUPPORT TEAM: ELDERS TEAM, PAUL C., SUE, CHARLOTTE,

RANDY BECKETT, BOB MacGREGOR

MINISTRY REPORT

via Obed
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This yearwe studied through the books of Luke and Acts,
focusing on the early church's model of how to pass on
thewhole counsel of God. Lessons from places like
Ephesus are particularly relevant in our very diverse city.

Matt gave the teaching onmost Sundays and provided
questions for Gospel Community groups to discuss
through theweek.Wewelcomed guest speakers from the
VisionMinistries network: Mike Stone, KenTaylor, Obed
Rod, Yonatan Hiruy, andMatt Pamplin. The aim is to
continue to strengthen the partnershipswe havewith
other churches sowe can advance the gospel together.

We also had Stephen, Kevin, and Guiordany give the
messagewhileMattwas away in August. Kevin and
Guiordanywere part of the Foundations training
program andMatt coached them on preparingmessages.
(Stephen needed no such coaching :)We're very proud to
see our ownmembers develop in leadership; it is a sign
of the church growing stronger!

Teaching online remains a challenge, especiallywith
people experiencing screen fatigue. It's not as interactive
aswe'd like, butwe're still thankful that technology
allows us tomeet thisway.�

At first, giving a Sunday message seemed
daunting to me. Then I realized that it's
not a task for one sole individual.

The Foundations program helped me
understand the gifts and abilities God
gave me. It also showed me different
ways I can use my gifts.

Pastor Matt worked with me as I prepared
the message. He helped me refine my
ideas and properly structure a scripture-
rooted sermon. Members of the church
family encouraged me by reaching out
and praying for me.

Truly, I was so encouraged and blessed by
the support I received.

I was so encouraged
and blessed
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Everyone is called to lead their household, younger Christians, and non-Christians to know Jesus. Some people have a
second calling to help lead the church family. Leadership development is one of the goals of teaching. DVBC follows
themethod that the Apostle Paul used to develop leaders on his team. This Biblical model doesn't lookmuch like a
typical seminary. It focuses on personal goals, mentorship, interactive dialogue, and practical ministry experience.

FIRSTPRINCIPLES
Walk through the basic qualities and
expectations for Christians—as
individuals, members of a
household, andmembers of the
church. These life lessons are
important for directing your life in a
Godlyway.

Newcomers and youth embrace the
First Principles, but these studies are
meant to help everyChristian order
their lives closer in linewith the
gospel.Wewant to see everyone take
an active part in their spiritual
growth.

Five First Principles studieswere
held—John led two,Matt led three.

FOUNDATIONS
Create a personal development
strategy andmake themost of your
ministry experience. More than
doing good and being awitness,
serving is an opportunity for you to
growdeeper in your faith if you are
intentional about it.

Five leaders-in-developmentwere
recognized for their achievements in
this program.

ANTIOCH SCHOOL (BILD)
Where First Principles focuses on
individuals and families, Antioch
School focuses on the church as a
whole. Dig intowhat you believe as a
Christian andwhy. Piece together
what the church's role is in gospel
expansion. All churchmembers can
join in the discussionswithout
formally enrolling. Themore
discussion, the better!

Matt taught through the Antioch
School course Pauline Epistles:
Strategies for Establishing Churches. The
groupwelcomedViji, a pastor in our
VisionMinistries network, to his
first course.With the end of the
Pauline Epistles course, Lisa T. has
completed her Certificate of
Ministry.

The Elders also studied through the
course The Essentials of SoundDoctrine.
Essentials provides a theological
foundation that helps us address the
specifics of our church's unique
situation (Eph. 2:19-22).�

MINISTRY REPORT
PRIMARY LEADER: MATT
SUPPORT TEAM: RANDY BECKETT, JOHN D. S.

Leadership Development
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“I've never been to seminary and
was looking at options. I didn't
think I had it in me to study.

Initially when I started, I was
clueless. I had a lot of
commitment, a lot of zeal, but I
was a little off-balance. And then
you start to get involved, and it's
not the same as what you
envisioned before. You go deeper
and begin to recognize the eternal
implications and the impact you
make. Antioch is good because it
allows for conversation, you're not
just learning in a silo.

What I'm learning I've been slowly
putting that into Bible study time.
Going through the book of Acts:
the church as a household, and
bringing them to a point of a
family of family where every
member has a ministry.

The beauty of Antioch is you can
do it by borrowing a little time
here, stealing a little time there,
and keep plugging at it. For those
who find this a bit different, this is
going to be difficult. There's no
external pressure on you* to stick
to the plan.

I initially thought I'd do the
certificate program then work my
way up. I didn't want to bite more
than I can chew. I do want to do
the doctorate program if I can.

*Except Pastor Matt

Viji is the pastor of NewLife Bible
Chapel, a VMC-networked church. He is
formally enrolled in the Antioch School
and joined us for Pauline Epistles:
Strategies for Establishing Churches.
Strengthening leaders in our network of
churches is onewaywe are helping to
establish other churches.

Lisawrote haikus to summarize
each unit theyworked through.
Below is a selection of her
favourite haikus.

Respect, relate, care
A metaphor, us to learn
Family: the church

Self, church, everyone
Every part to the gospel
A life holistic

Confession of faith
Beliefs, principles, values
To credit, a creed

Kerygma: proclaim
Didache: kerygma lived
Inseparable

Photo viaViji
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Rachel packing a communitymeal.

to Feed the flock
FEATURE

Rachel C. is a culinarymanagement student, and
an achor of themeal program. She didn't always
know shewould be in the hospitality business,

though. Growing up, she sawmany lives transformed by
medical missions, and sawpeople's hearts open to God
because of it. She planned to studymedicine to help heal
people in Jesus' name. She came back to Canada a few
years agowith the goal of becoming a nurse, but found a
lot of doors closed for her.

"But coming to Don Valley Bible Chapel and doing the
First Principles opened my eyes that any career—
anything you want to do with your life—you can serve
God through it.

I like helping people in a practical, tangible way. I know
how the [community] meal impacts some people, I
wanted to be a little part of that process. I've worked in
the kitchen and, before COVID, I helped served tables. I
don't think I could choose between one or the other.

In the kitchen, I learned some things that are going to
help me in my career and personal life. I also like
having family time in the kitchen, it's a natural time to
have conversations with other believers who are helping
out. When I was serving tables, I got to talk to the
people who came. That was a great opportunity to share
what church is about, what we've been doing, and why
we're doing this. I really enjoy that part. Participating in
the meal programs and potlucks at church motivated
me to pursue culinary school.

Helping with the meals helps me experience what I'm
learning in school, and it gives me a little more
exposure as to where I want to go in the future.
Hopefully, in the future, I can do something like that on
my own. My plan is to have some sort of gospel-centred
program using food as a way to attract people. God

guided me to do this, and of course I have a wonderful
husband who told me, "You can do something for Jesus
with this career".

Even though it's verses we've already read and things
we've already heard, both Guiordany and I have
benefited a lot from First Principles, studying the Bible
in a more practical way and with a slightly different
point of view.

Where can you serve God in the life you're already
living? How can you turn your interests intoministry?
The First Principleswill help you think through your
life, and youmayfind newways to fulfill the great
commission like Rachel did.�

Photo: Sue
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PRIMARY LEADER: JOHN D. S.
SUPPORT TEAM: GUIORDANY, XAVIER, RACHEL C., JONATHAN C., CHARLOTTE, LUKAS, PENNY,

KEVIN, MICHAEL

The YouthMinistry is a bridgeministry for teaching and
establishing young people in the faith. They learn
through the Bible and work through questions and issues
with a Biblical lens. Friday nights complement the work
that a family does to disciple young people. John is
adamant: "We live in a culture that often separates
teenagers and their parents, we cannot do the same thing
here."

Leadership development is an important part of
establishing this group. John works with a group of
leaders of different ages who are in different stages of
spiritual development. The goal is to for everyone to have
their own Life Development Plan and think through the
First Principles together.

The Youth Groupmet online while restrictions were tight
and when the weather was poor, but met in-person when
they could. The group put a lot of focus on working

though the First Principles. It was hard to keep everyone
motivated with onlinemeetings, so the leaders kept a
balance of fun activities with the studies.

The group goes to Joy Bible Camp every year for a retreat
and to help clean up before winter, but this time there
was a twist—parents came too! It was nice because
parents and kids were working and having fun together.
Everyone could bemore free andmove outdoors, not
stuck in front of a computer for school or work. It was a
much needed break for everyone.

They also had special "activity nights" where youth and
leaders alike shared different skills with smaller groups.
It's a way to interact in a different context and share
interests and practical skills. Some of the workshops
included: cookie baking, Muay Thai (Thai kickboxing),
photography, playing guitar, and carmaintenance tips.
John says, "Come join us some time!"�

MINISTRY REPORT

Youth ministry

Photo: Henry
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PrimeTime helps children and teachers growby
supporting parents in passing on the faith. PrimeTime
does not replace parents in teaching children,we are
only an extension of the family. In the Beforetimes,
children started upstairswith thewhole church
gathering, thenmoved downstairs for the rest of their
lesson. This yearwe had a time for Bible stories and
activities online before themain Sunday gathering
started. The environment is a safe one,where children
can freely ask questions.

Parents receiveweekly emailswith an outline of the
Bible story. Questions they can ask during family
devotional time are included in the email. Therewere
workbooks for the children that they could follow along
with at home.

This last yearwas interesting and, at times, challenging
teaching online. Therewere five dedicated teachers:
Andrea, Penny, Joe, Gabe, and LizV. Therewere had
about 23 children total join on and off.

Marijke observed that, “The children come upwith some
great questions and observations. I am always amazed
by them. They don’t always get it right, but that opens
the door for discussion.

“The details of our plansmay change, but the principles
of God's plan, found in scripture, stay the same.We
partnerwith the Spirit through ongoing prayer and
reflection, and align ourselveswith hisWord.”�

Marijke and the PrimeTime kids thanking
Gabe for his devoted service as a teacher.

I’m always amazed
by the children.

PRIME TIME
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PRIMARY LEADER: MARIJKE
SUPPORT TEAM: ANDREA, PENNY, JOE, GABE, LIZ V.
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My name is Emelda, I am African-
Canadian and a gospel singer-
songwriter. I started my music
career in 2020 with my debut
single "By His Stripes I Am Healed".
Inspired by the global pandemic, I
felt the need to reach out to
people with the gospel of Jesus
through music, and the Holy Spirit
has been my inspiration. My dream
is to encourage and inspire people
all over the world with the gospel
of Jesus.

What inspired me to write this
song (Yahweh Yeshua) is God's
unfailing and unchanging love
during times like this. It was
inspired by the Holy Spirit during
one of my worship sessions.
"Yahweh" is God’s name that was
revealed to Moses in the book of
Exodus. God has kept his promises
to me and to all who trust in Him,
just like he did to the Israelites.
This song is my song of worship
and thanksgiving to him.�

YAHWEH YESHUA
Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua,
Yahweh, our Yeshua

Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua
King above all king
I glorify your name

I glorify your name
I worship you, our Yeshua
Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua
King above all kings
I glorify your name

King of kings, oh, lord of lords
You are my peace in times of trouble

Oh, you are my shield
You are my hope

The king above all kings
I glorify your name

I bow before your throne
I worship you, my redeemer

Oh, I honour you, the prince of peace
The king above all kings
I bow before your throne

Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua
Yahweh, our Yeshua

Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua
The king above all kings

I glorify your name

You never fail, oh,
You changeth not
You are faithful

The lion of tribe of Judah
Oh, the holy one of Israel
The king above all kings

I glorify your name

Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua
Yahweh, our Yeshua

Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua
King above all kings
I glorify your name

What can I do without you, Lord?
Who am I without you, Lord?

Oh, you are my rock you are my all
The king above all kings

I glorify your name

Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua
Yahweh, our Yeshua

Oh Yahweh, oh Yeshua
The King above all kings

I glorify your name

Emelda began releasing songs of worship in response to the
pandemic. In a time of difficulty and uncertainty, Emelda reached
outwithmusic to encourage and inspire peoplewith the gospel.

Listen to YahwahYeshua at youtu.be/dHewHgaHPTs
Emelda’s music can be found on Spotify.

Emelda on amusic video shootwith Liz.

FEATURE

Inspiring in Uncertainty

Photo: Emelda
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MINISTRY REPORT
PRIMARY LEADER: STEPHEN
SUPPORT TEAM: MATT, LISA T.

Praise team

Praise teams guide the church in
expressing worship to God, mainly
through song and scripture.We
encourage learning and growing
together as a church family by
saying true things about God.We
also encourage people to develop
their talents, creativity, and
spiritual gifts.

We couldn't havemusic "teams"
like usual, but we did invite more
people whoweren’t normally part
of a team to lead us in song. (Pre-
recording videos removed the
nervousness of a "live
performance".) We also had some
special presentations for Easter:
Brittany’s speed painting video of
King of Kings Forever (set to Kevin
playing the guitar and singing), and
several families played and sang
Revelation Song together in different
languages.

Different leaders opened our
meetings with a welcome and
introduced communion. People
whomight not otherwise have been
comfortable on stage during in-
person services made significant
contributions to our online

gatherings. This was very nice
because we got to see different faces
each week, which helped us feel
more connected.Wewant to keep
seeing these new faces involved in
various ways, especially with the
church building reopening.

We enjoyed Parking Lot Praises on
a few Sunday afternoons. These
times of singing and reading
scripture together were very

uplifting, and we hope they were a
witness to our neighbours.

An area we need extra help with is
the technology. If you can help out
with the sound or with the online
portion of themeeting, please
speak to one of the leaders! �

The group presentation of Revelation Song.
You canwatch the video at vimeo.com/532040278
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Brittany is a spare-time artist who works in watercolours, graphite
(pencil), digital, and othermedia. Her beautiful worship in art is featured
on the front cover (Hosanna in the Highest), above (The Stone Is Rolled Away),
on page 42 (King of Kings Forever), and the back cover (Walk by Faith).

Seemore from Brittany at facebook.com/brittanybeatonart and
instagram.com/brittany.beaton.art

Worship in Art
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The HospitalityTeam helped the church celebrate life
and life events together as a family. After leading
Hospitality for manyyears, Violet stepped down from
the role to focus on other responsibilities.We as a
church, andVal in particular, would like to thankViolet
for her dedicated service.

Theministrywas put on pause since COVIDmoved our
meetings online.With that pause, Matt, Sue, andVal
re-evaluated the role of hospitality, and decided that
celebrating life events should shift into the Care Team’s
responsibility. Care focuses on nurturing families
connected to the church byhelping them take part in the
mission.

Thiswas a tough year for many, of course, so the Care
Team hadmany opportunities to showone-another care.
They called people to offer prayer and encouragement,
sent cards and flowers, and had a few in-person visits.

Therewere some situationswhere theywere able to
provide extra support. For example, they took people to
appointments, dropped off food and groceries, and
connected peoplewith financial aid resources.

The Care Team helpedwhenwewere able to have some
limited celebrations.We belatedly celebrated Joanna and
Daniel's marriage, and celebrated newbabieswith great
anticipation. As a family,wewelcomed Christine and
Akriti to Canada and to our church.We alsowelcomed
newarrivals Flynn,Mackenzie, and Nicholas.

The Care Team acts on behalf of thewhole church, but
really thewhole church is the care team. Everyone has a
role in encouraging and helping one another as a family.
The purpose of caring isn't to solve people's problems,
but to help each other see howGod isworking in all
situations.We encourage you to experiencewhat a
difference you canmakewith just a phone call.�

Celebrating Joanna andDaniel’smarriage

I really appreciate your call,
my heart is warmed.

Care & Hospitality
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PRIMARY LEADER: SUE
SUPPORT TEAM: VALERIE, WINSOME, JOYCE, WILLIE, PATRICIA
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The ESL program re-opened in Septemberwith an
enthusiastic bunch of students. However, a high number
of COVID casesmeant that the classes had to close again
after a fewweeks. Classes moved online and the students
remained enthusiastic, but eventually even the online
classes had to close. Some students moved back to their
home countries. Thosewho stayed in Toronto gave
computer and Internet priority to their children for their
online schooling, meaning the parentsweren't available
for ESL.

The ESL program hasn’t been able to plan a re-opening
because the COVID situation keeps changing.With the
program closed, Lily has returned to school to pursue a
new career path. Iain is completingwork on a graduate
degree and plans to return in the future. Thank you, Lily,
for your years of friendship and faithful service.

As told by Lydia:

The ESL program's goal is to show people's God's love
in a practical way. Classes have been closed for a year,
but we can still see their effect today.

We had a Persian student who arrived in Toronto in
2019, and was struggling with depression as a result of
havnig lived through some horrible tragedies in her
home country. She came here and was struggling with
depression.

When she'd arrived, she couldn't join the class because
it was full. But she went on the waiting list and came to
Conversation Café and to Bible study. And then she
joined our full-time classes when they started up.

After ESL shut down, she came to our Sunday
gatherings twice in person—and then we closed down.
She joined our services on Zoom a few times, but then

disappeared. We thought she had just lost interest.

In August, her daughter called me to thank me. She said
her mom had stopped coming to our services because
she decided to go to a Persian church to hear the
Message in her heart language. She started attending
and connected with a community there, and, long story
short, she got baptised in July.

The daughter was calling to thank us for everything that
we had done and to say that her mom is a different
person. She'd had a breakthrough with her struggle
with depression. She wanted to thank me herself—she
was sitting there with the daughter on the phone—but
she wanted to make sure her daughter, who is fluent in
English, communicated everything clearly to me. That
was really encouraging.

She's connected to the church, and that's great news.�

MINISTRY REPORT

PRIMARY LEADER: LYDIA
SUPPORT TEAM: LILY, IAIN

esl

esl’s impact

Lydia thanking and sending off Lily
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Last spring (2020) I earnestly prayed
about how we, as a church, could
respond to the COVID-19
pandemic. I'd kept in touch with
Oriole Food Space (OFS) and
learned that there were many
families in our community who
were struggling. I wanted to show
these people God’s love and
goodness in a practical way. DVBC,
together with OFS, ran a six-week
meal program last summer, serving
over 600 meals.

In November 2020, OFS received a
grant that financed a bi-weekly
meal program from January
through June 2021. We re-started
the program on January 16th and
served about 240 meals every two
weeks. The Circle of Care
organization delivered meals to
those who needed delivery.

Each week I contacted each family
to confirm their registration. It was
awesome when people told me,
"Thank you, but we don't need the
meals anymore"!

Continue to pray for each of the
families who received meals. I told
people that we care about them
and are praying for them. Many of
the participants sent emails and
thanked God for the meal program!

We have built great relationships
with the kitchen staff and
volunteers. Two teens from these
families have joined our youth
group, and a few of their kids
attended SITS daycamp.

God answered so many prayers in
amazing ways:

MINISTRY REPORT

Community outreach

CommunityOutreach focuses on connecting families in our neighbourhood
to the gospel and our church family. The communitymeal program, a joint
projectwith Oriole Food Service, is themainway our church serves our
neighbourhood together alongside our neighbours.

Thank you for today's meal!
It was delicious and I could see

the size of God's love!

PRIMARY LEADER: SUE
SUPPORT TEAM: ORIOLE FOOD SPACE,

WORKINGWOMEN, CIRCLE OF CARE,
DVBC VOLUNTEERS

A
ll
ph

ot
os

in
se
ct
io
n:
Su
e



SEPT 2020 - AUG 2021 ANNUAL REPORT | 25

• No one had COVID symptoms
and we never had to shut down

• The grant we received paid for
all the groceries, and allowed us
to hire five kitchen staff—
employing people who didn’t
have work

• God put together such a great
team together!

A student working with OFS will
contact members of the meal
program to learn about their
experiences and assess the need for
future programs. There will always
be a need for food security in this
neighbourhood; there is so much
potential for community to happen
here!

Thank you to the great team who
supported this work: Rachel; Lily;

Jackie; Nick and Stephanie; Kelly,
David, and family; Flavia, Thiago
and family; Henry and family; and
Joyce. And thank you to the many
people who prayed for this work.
God gave us good health and
strength each week.

I have learned many lessons
through this challenging time. God
has been teaching me that my
relationship with Him is most
important. Our hope and joy should
not come from good health and
good circumstances, or even by
what we do for God, but from our
relationship with Him. I have a long
way to go, but I thank God that He
who began a good work in me is
will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus. (Phil 1:6) �

During those hard days, you supported my family with delicious food.
God bless you to continue to help those who need your help.

AChristmas Dinner’s Journey
Our Christmas dinner is a separate program from the regular meal programwith OFS. Last Christmas (2020), Paul C.
and a teammade and delivered over 160 Christmas dinners to families around our neighbourhood. Howdoes a DVBC
Christmasmeal get to a family’s dinner table?

REGISTRATION
Sue set up an online form thatwas added to the DVBC
website. Families could register for themeal online or by
calling Sue directly.

PLANNING
Paul, Sue, and Rachel C. planned the dinnermenu
together. Most of themealswere a turkey dinner, but
therewere also vegetarian options available. They
figured out portion sizes and a shopping list. Sue also
recruited drivers andmapped out delivery routes.



PREPARATION AND COOKING
Rachel and Sue bought the groceries—including 50 lbs of potatoes! Rachel, Lily, and Soniawashed, chopped, and
sliced carrots, potatoes, and onions. Paul roasted turkeys in the oven. After hours of cooking, the dinnerswere
portioned out and individually packaged.

What are people saying
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We praise the passion and
love you have showed for us.
We certainly know that it
comes from the print that the
Lord has left in you lives.

Catherine: “Having the
chance to have a little more
interaction with some of our
church family that I haven’t
been interacting with
otherwise, that did as much
for me as possibly those
meals did for other people.”

Michael: “We get to meet our
neighbours, serve our
communities, provide
assistance for those who need
it. It’s something that God and
Jesus have called us to do: to
love your neighbours and
serve others. It’s something
that we can do move forward
the gospel.”



about Christmas dinner?

SEPT 2020 - AUG 2021 ANNUAL REPORT | 27

WRAPPING AND PACKING
Each family received their packagedmeals in a gift-
wrapped box. Penny and Suewrapped cardboard boxes
in festive giftwrap. Awhole team packed thewrapped
boxeswith goodies (including hot chocolate, gift cards,
and candies) according to each family’s registration.
Thank you to the Jesus Network for providing gospel
tracts, Jesus DVDs, and toys thatwere included in the
boxes. Thank you to the Choi family for the lovely home-
mademasks thatwere included in each box. The packed
boxeswere brought up to the drivers.

DELIVERY
The drivers became our representatives to the families,
and a fewhad some interesting conversationswith some
dinner clients. It was a little tricky to find unfamiliar
places at night, but all 160mealswere delivered safely!

CLEAN UP
Cooking 160 dinners creates a bit of a mess. While
otherswere cooking and packing, Kelly andMarijke
cleaned up after everyone.

The dinner is truly a team effort. Thank you everyone!�

You and your volunteers
did a wonderful job.
Your generosity and

thoughtfulness makes all the
difference in the world,
especially now.

Penny: “It’s important that
each of us realize that we’re
all different and we all have
something to contribute
based on how God created
each of us individually. We
can be comfortable in our
make up, knowing that who
we are and what we are is
specifically geared to what
God wants us to do.”

Nick: “In this situation that
we’re facing, it’s like lighting
a candle in a very dark place.
We are reaching out by
doing this work. I wish more
people would get involved!”

Stephanie: “It’s a pleasure to
serve the Lord.”
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After a lot of hard work, we
reopened on August 4th with many
new policies and procedures in
place. There have been ups and
downs. There was a lot to adjust to
for both the staff and the children,
but we are pleased to serve families
who really need the care. Enrollment
was lower than normal, but steadily
increased over the year.

With so many new health and safety
requirements, we had to think
outside the box and become more
creative in order to continue
celebrating special occasions.

We offered take-out Thanksgiving
dinners for families last year. Seven
families requested meals, and we
prepared a total of 25 take out
dinners.

We helped some families with their
Christmases by inviting them to
“shop” at our Christmas Market. The
Market had new items brought in by
DVCCC staff, DVBC members, and
other friends. Parents could freely

cHILDCARE
take items from our Market to re-
gift to others. Many families
attended, "buying" all the items.
They thanked us for helping to
make their Christmases a little
easier.

During the winter, one of the
children tested positive for COVID.
We closed the centre and we were
required to self-isolate for 14 days.
Seven staff and many children were
tested, and they all were negative.
We want to say thank you for
prayed for the staff and families; we
really appreciated it!

We celebrated Easter with our
families and staff. There were fun
activities for everyone to enjoy and
we handed out treats at the door. It
was a great opportunity for us to

PRIMARY LEADER: LISA M.
SUPPORT TEAM: DAYCARE STAFF

When we see our
son flourishing, it's
because of the hard
work you put in.

I was getting our son
ready for bed, and he

said
"God loves me".

You started a
foundation for him to
have a relationship
with God.

Your hard work makes
it so much easier for
parents, knowing their
children are in safe

hands.
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share the true meaning behind
Easter. One of the families treated
the children and staff to lunch which
was a very nice gesture, and we
were very appreciative.

We held our Senior Preschool
Graduation in June. Even though we
couldn’t celebrate the way we have
in the past, it was still appreciated
by the families and the children had
a good time. (Some parents even
cried tears of happiness!)

LEFT: Thanksgiving dinners

TOP: Christmas market

BOTTOM: Graduation goodies

There was one more child who
tested positive for COVID, but we
are pleased to report that no other
children or staff tested positive nor
had symptoms. Please continue to
pray that our enrollment will
increase and for the health and well-
being of the staff and children as we
continue to navigate these uncertain
times. �

Photo: LisaM.

Photo: LisaM.
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DVBC's annual Summer in the Son (SITS) daycamp is one of the keyways thatwe, as a church,work to bless our
neighbours. The campwas cancelled in 2020 because of COVID, but this year the campwas able to runwhile following
the lighter healthmeasures during the summer. It was a huge blessing—evenmore than usual—to the kids and
families in light of the pandemic.

This summer was challenging with COVID. There were a
lot of little things that we had to work around that
completely changed our normal program. We initially
thought we were going to have the children separated
the entire time, but the government changed the
restrictions. We were able to do the camp games that
we normally do together in a larger group—which was
exciting for the kids because they hadn't seen their
friends for so long. It was fun seeing them come back
with such excitement to be at camp (even though that
did sometimes get out of hand).

We had a lot of kids who'd been through very difficult
home and family situations during the past year. It was
encouraging for us when their parents and guardians
told us how camp helped them. We had parents almost
brought to tears, and a lot of them recognized that the
way that we care for and love these kids reflects what
we're teaching them: the gospel of Jesus. It was an
interesting opportunity for us to connect with parents
and families, which we hadn't really done before. It was
rewarding for staff to be able to see some of the fruit of
what we're doing.

For Chapel this year, we went through "Who is Jesus?".

We split the kids into discussion groups—which they
didn't like sometimes because we made them talk. It
was a good opportunity for them to ask us questions
about what they'd been learning. A bunch of us had
opportunities to make the gospel personal for them. To
be able to share that within those groups was
challenging, but it was also exciting to see how God's
Spirit was moving in the hearts of the campers.

Overall, the program went really well. We had one
COVID scare, but the kid tested negative. We also didn't
have any injuries. The weather was not so great
sometimes, but we were, thankfully, able to use the gym
for most of the summer. This summer was different, but
definitely memorable for these kids—and the staff as
well. Our staff are amazing, they worked so hard.

This was my (Charlotte's) last year at Summer in the Son.
Lukas will be taking over next year alongside Madison.
It's exciting for me to watch them step up and lead. I'm
thankful for everyone who prayed for us and who have
been supporting us. We're glad we were able to run this
program this summer. It definitely was a God-thing and
he made a way for it to happen.�

MINISTRY REPORT

PRIMARY LEADER: CHARLOTTE
SUPPORT TEAM: LUKAS, SITS STAFF

SITS Daycamp

Photos: SITS staff
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For close to five years, Carol & Crew have quietly acted
as guardian angels for Toronto's homeless: distributing
hot meals, toiletries, blankets, pillows, tents, and clothing
on the street. Always a badly needed service for the city,
Carol & Crew has been more
taxed than ever these two years.
The reality is that during COVID,
donations are significantly down
from financially taxed
Torontonians.

Last year in December, just in
time for Christmas, Carol &
Crew was awarded a $10,000
donation by contest-winning
Torontonian Shelley Lipski as the
grand prize of a national pay-it-
forward contest held by
Toronto-based restaurateurs.

Asked why she chose to support
Carol & Crew with the donation,
Lipski said, "Carol is a hard-
working person who cares
about the vulnerable people of
Toronto out on the streets. She
looks at them with compassion,
not judgement, and tries to help them as best she can
with the necessities of life. Carol is a volunteer; she
doesn't get paid to help them. That is a rare type of
person, indeed."

The contest was held by a Toronto cheeseburger joint as
part of their 10th anniversary celebrations. The winner
was chosen from over 1200 applications (in ten days) for
the $10,000 prize. The contest came with a major twist:
the winner couldn't keep the prize themselves and had
to pay it forward to the most deserving person, charity,
or small business.

"We're very proud to be able to support our winner
Shelley in supporting such an important charity as
Carol & Crew. It's one of those small charities quietly
doing incredible work that deserves a lot of credit for

the difference that they
are making every week."

According to Carol, this
has been a particularly
difficult two years for the
city's homeless. Since
COVID-19 broke out,
there are many more
people sleeping in tents –
many of whom have been
forced out of their homes
due to lost jobs.

"Receiving donations for
those we serve means the
world to me personally
and to our charity," said
Carol, Founder of Carol &
Crew. "It is amazing to
see how supportive the
community has been in
helping us to provide for

those in need. We are incredibly grateful for any
donations we receive, regardless of how big or small."

Carol says that the $10,000 donation will be used for
purchasing food, drinks, and supplies to meet the
needs of the people they serve. It will also help those
who are moving off the streets and into public housing
by purchasing household supplies.

For more information on Carol & Crew please visit their
Facebook page at facebook.com/carolandcrew or their
Instagram at Carolandcrew_ �

Carol & Crew
A blessing to bless others

The original press release was issued onDecember 16, 2020. This is an edited version for reading in 2021.

Carolwith sleepingmats to give out.
Photo: Carol & Crew

Toronto Homeless Helping Heroes 'Paid Forward' byGenerous ContestWi nner. (2020, December 16). Cision NewsWire. Retrieved from
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/toronto-homeless-helping-heroes-paid-forward-by-generous-contest-winner-826722593.html.
Photo from Carol & CrewFacebook page

FEATURE
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NETWORKing

VISIONMINISTRIES CANADA (VMC)
VMC supports churches in twomainways: by
connecting churches to each other and to needed
resources, and by providing leadership development
and relationship-building opportunities. VMC shares
our understanding of God's vision of church expansion
and leadership development.

• Matt continued as a GTA regional co-ordinator,
alongwith GordMartin andYonatan Hiruy.

• Paul C. andMatt metwith a leader from Church in
Toronto. They discussed strategies for restarting in-
personmeetings. Sue also joined their online
Alpha Course to get ideas for using Alpha at DVBC.

• PastorsMatt Pamplin, Yonatan Hiruy, Obed Rod,
andMike Stone (who is also the Executive Director
of VMC) virtuallyvisited DVBC and shared tea‐
chings and encouragementswith us.

• Matt spoke at Spirit of Truth Church a few times.
Sue also helped them during tax season.

• Matt, Paul C., Henry, and Lisa T. attendedVMC's
online conference Thinking Shrewdly. Matt led a
discussion timewith our region’s church leaders.

We partner with other churches to help
plant new churches, establish existing
churches, and train leaders. These are
our main focus for mission work. All of
our kingdomwork depends on the

support and partnership of strong, well-
established churches.

PRIMARY LEADER:MATT
SUPPORT TEAM: GORDMARTIN, YONATAN HIRUY,

RANDY BECKETT

MINISTRY REPORT
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CITYCHURCHNETWORK
The CityChurch Network is made up of churches from
different denominations across North America. These
churches are involved in church-based leadership
training and education through BILD International and
the Antioch School.

• MatthewBoardman, a church planter in Ottawa,
shared the story of howhe and a group "accidentally"
planted a new church in a park. If youmissed it, you
can read the story online at: https://spurottawa.com/
outreach-group-accidentally-plants-house-church/

• Matt and Sue joined the BILD online summit
• Matt led two Antioch School courses on Zoom this

year.Wewelcomed back the young leader fromTCBC
who joined us last year. We alsowelcomedViji, who
is a pastor of aVMC church. Viji is officially enrolled
andMatt is his local mentor.

• DVBCwas going to host a CityChurchmeeting, but it
was cancelled because of COVID.

• Wewelcomed Akriti and helped her find
accommodations in Toronto. Her family is part of the
international CityChurch Network.

DANCOPELAND
We support Dan and hiswork inMexicowithMedical
Ministries International. MMIworkswith local churches
to provide healthcare in placeswhere people don’t
usually have access to health care.

• Dan joined a project in the Amazon,where there is a
long-term project to establish a new church. (Going
to the Amazonwas a long-time dream of Dan’s.) This
wasMMI’s first projectwith North American
participants since the start of COVID.

• Therewere two international eye projects in Chiapas.
The second project hosted a team of Dominican
surgeons for the first time. The teamwas able to
double the number of cataract surgeries for the year,
and also performed eight strabismus surgeries.

• Dan hosted people and activities in his new cabin
(which is also known as Rivendon)

Dan on project in Chiapas
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The life of the artist has transformed drastically over the
years. Anyone with creative talents can easily share their
work online with others, gain an audience, and assume a
position of influence. The main shift that has allowed for
these new opportunities for artists is due to the rise of
influencers and influencer culture.

For those unfamiliar with the term, an “influencer” is a
job title given to someone who uses digital tools to
market products for companies online. Over the last five
years, this has grown into a multibillion-dollar industry.
This impact is multifaceted, riddled with pros and many
cons. However, it has, without a doubt, made pursuing

art within our culture a task that is burdened
by pressures that were non-existent twenty-
plus years ago.

While the rise of influencer culture has had a
positive impact upon artists, it has also
brought new and numerous hurdles for those
who desire to make this their career, as well as
those who create because they simply enjoy it.

No more is your art a hobby. It must become a
career. In this business, you must compete
with others who are striving to attract the
same audience as you. This means that those
who are creating quality art are buried
beneath a sea of others who are just trying to
be somebody. Consequently, the journey of
the artist can be discouraging, not edifying. It
is no longer about the art you make. It’s about
how well you sell it. It’s about how many
followers you gain.

It is undeniable that the emergence of
influencer culture has dramatically shaped our
society, particularly in the lives of artists. Its
impact has not only affected secular and
mainstream art, but it’s inevitably also
infiltrated the way Christian artists operate.

Nowadays, it seems that many Christian artists
have tapped into this influencer mindset
where they are chasing glory for themselves,
not for God. Many of us struggle to resist the
temptation to set our convictions aside to gain
recognition. We can easily compromise the
quality of our art in the pursuit of influence.
Most of all, we risk compromising our core
belief about the purpose of our art to seek
fame and success.

One of the spaces where the effects of
influencer culture are evident today is in the
Christian Hip-Hop (CHH) industry. In May, I sat
down with hip-hop artist Ayomilly to discuss
his experiences with influencer culture within
CHH and how this has affected his creative
journey.

Charlotte is freelancewriter and novelist. She
runs Created to Create, a website where she

encourages artists to find joy and purpose in
their creative journeys. Excerpted here are
portions of her article Being An Artist in An
Influencer Culture and interview with hip-hop
artist Ayomilly, better known to us as Joel.

Being an artist
iN an influencer culture
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mixing, mastering, but you don't tell
your story, and it's not the same
ministry. When I'm releasing music,
I'm saying things about my life. I'm
saying things about God that you
can't say in a beat. I want that to be
the main thing because money isn't
my main goal.

C: What does the term "influencer
culture" mean to you?

A: Once you're an influencer and you
influence people, people are
"followers". Everyone in the world
are followers. If you're an influencer
and people are watching you, there
are so many outlets for you to do
what you want. There are a lot more
ways to reach out.

C: You and I are both artists in
different ways. As two people really
passionate about making good art
that has a mission and a purpose, I
find it's discouraging and frustrating
because you know that you're doing
what you're called to do, but there are
so many other people bombarding
the industry .

Charlotte:Whydoyou desire tomake
music?

Ayomilly: I have a hard time saying
things and processing things, and
this is my way of doing that. It's a
good way to tap into my own
emotions, understand what's going
on in my head. As well, it's real fun.
It's a whole creative process that's
satisfying.

C: Is it somethingyouwant to beyour
career or is it just a side thing?

A: Currenly I'm 100% pursuing music
as a career. It is the main thing, but I
don't know if it will always be the
main thing, God might have other
plans. Maybe producing will be
calling me more, maybe mixing,
mastering... whatever it is, I'm open
to it. But the one thing I'll probably
never put aside completely is
releasing music. So even if one of
these other things is going to be my
main goal, I'm still going to actively
pursue music.

You can do a lot with producing,

A: It is difficult to look at some dude
who blew up off their music and their
music is not good, and they're not
talking about anything good, yet
they see all this success. I can't be
sitting here thinking, "I deserve
more", or "Why isn't God blessing
me? Why is God blessing them?"

Personally, I do believe that the hip-
hop industry is Satan's game. I don't
think hip-hop's evil, but what was
Lucifer's gift? It was music. What
does it say in the bible? Satan is the
god of Earth. You can really say that
Satan runs the music industry. You
can say that people have to sell their
souls to get success in the music
industry, and it's true. It is going to
be hard as Christians because we're
not following the rules of this Earth.
It's harder for us because we're
taking what's not ours, and we're
trying to use it for God. The music
itself isn't evil, we get to choose what
content we're putting in. I'm taking
what's Satan's, and giving it to God.

I study the secular industry and find
out how these people are gaining
success. There are still promotional

Photo: ayomilly.com
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Ayomilly

My God, he be unstoppable, with him anything is possible
My God, he be unstoppable, with him anything is possible

You the only one who heals, no other
Remember I was stuck I couldn't get up out the gutter
Couldn't look my mama in her eyes, but I still loved her
Didn't wanna think about my future sparking up another

Another blunt up in my hand, another day without a plan
Another day without a purpose, I'm worthless, but I'm a man
Tryna figure out my life, it ain't working, don't understand
I be stuck up on the cornеr, lonely loner, selling grams

Had to stеp up, get my weight up, get some pounds up in my hands
And I hit a couple stains, came back around when I got jammed

And I've dealt with lots of scammers, been pointed at with the hammers
Mama think I ain't myself no more, she think I ain't got manners

I've been through a lotta trauma, they don't even know the half of it
They calling me they brother, then switched up, I couldn't fathom it
Wanna pull up with the stick, unload the clip, cause I ain't having it
Blunt up in my mouth, lean in my system, when I drive the whip

Speeding on the 401 to meet up with the plug
Fam thought I was in the studio, but I was selling drugs
And I never talked to God, and I didn't believe in love

I was alive because of luck, not from the blessings from above
But I know that ain't true, opened my eyes and seen the truth

I'm explaining how I was before and what I used to do
This ain't a competition, this ain't between me and you

I'm just tryna show the world my God, ain't in it for the views
We've all had lots of struggles, lots of pain that we've been through

Told myself I wouldn't change, it be impossible to do
Look at me now, I feel unstoppable, he saved me, I'm renewed

And I know if God could change me, I know he could change you too

My God, he be unstoppable, with him anything is possible
My God, he be unstoppable, with him anything is possible

You the only one who heals, no other
Remember I was stuck I couldn't get up out the gutter
Couldn't look my mama in her eyes, but I still loved her
Didn't wanna think about my future sparking up another

My God, he be unstoppable, with him anything is possible
My God, he be unstoppable, with him anything is possible

Unstoppable

Listen to Unstoppable at youtu.be/O1j5478CS4c
Ayomilly’s playlists andmusic videos can be found on linktr.ee/ayomilly



SEPT 2020 - AUG 2021 ANNUAL REPORT | 37

spending a lot of time on social
media, that’s number one. If you're
on social media all day watching
other people, you're not going to be
satisfied. You're going to start env-
ying other people. I'm trying to post
something every day, because
you've got to keep pushing your
name out there, but some of the best
advice I got was, "post something
and never look at it". I might look
and study secular or even Christian
artists who are doing well, but I'm not
envying them, I'm just trying to see
what they did so I can do it as well.

Too many people have jealous
hearts. They have this expectation
that, "My music's good and I love
God, and I deserve this". You don't
deserve nothing. None of us deserve
nothing. You're going to have to work
for that. That's something I had to
learn. To combat those thoughts, just
don’t care or even look at other peo-
ple's success. And if you are going to
look at their success, don't look at it
to compare yourself. Look at it to try
to mimic them and do what they did.

I did have a lot of jealousy before,
but once you get rid of it, you can
take yourself to the next level. It
holds you back.

I'm doing what I need to do: I'm
putting my music out there, I'm
spreading the gospel, I'm spreading
the good news of God, I'm not

strategies that people are taking to
get to a certian level. But I have to
understand: I could do everything
the exact same way as them, I still
might not see the same amount as
success because my shots are being
blocked. There's more warfare where
I'm coming from than if I were in the
secular industry. Look at secular
artists compared to artists here, like
Lecrae. I'm pretty sure I've seen his
feature price is only $20,000. The
biggest person in Christian hip-hop
is only charging $20,000, when some
of the smallest in the secular industry
are charging more than that. Ever-
ything is going to be
harder for us.

C: It's interesting you
make that comparison;
you used to be in the
secular industry. It's
cool that now that
you're in the Christian
hip-hop side of things,
you really get that.

A: There are a lot of Christian
rappers who started "rapping for
God" because they saw no success
in the secular industry, and they
thought, "Okay, maybe I'll try this".
But me, I felt like I was going up. I
didn't give up, I had a life-changing
time, and I knew that wasn't what I
was supposed to be doing anymore.
I've seen both sides, and the secular
industry looks like the easy way out.
I could definitely go and do that if I
wanted to, but that's not why I make
music. I have a deeper purpose in
my music.

C: How do you combat competitive
mindsets and doubt?

A: Prayer is obviously the first thing.
But lately, I've been able to push all
those thoughts away. I haven't been

holding back. I don't deserve
nothing, and I can't do anything
without God, but I'm still earning it.
You have to put in the work. My mix
wasn't always amazing, but I've
been working on it, and working on it,
and working on it, to make it better
and better and better.

C: Something that I've really admired
about what you, TJ, and Caleb have
done is you've embraced
collaboration. You're helping each
other and building each other up,
you're encouraging each other to
drop music. That is something so

unique to the
Christian hip-hop
industry in particular.
It's so against
everything that the
influencer culture
promotes, which is
"It's all about me".

A: I used to say I hate
the business, and I do.

If I wasn't an artist, I probably
wouldn't even have social media. I
don't like it, it's toxic. But I also love
what you can do with it. So I had to
learn how to use it and when to use
it.

I really don't like the business, but I
had to learn it. Just because you're
called to do something doesn't
mean it's going to fall in your lap.
We're all called to do something. It
doesn't mean we're all given ever-
ything handed right to us. It just
means you have the passion.

"God, thanks for giving me this
passion. Now let me use this passion
and pursue it 100%." �

This interview has been edited for length
and clarity. Watch the full interview video
at createdtocreate.ca.

I’m doing what I need to do:
I’m spreading the gospel.
I’m not holding back.
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Don Valley Peanut Child Care Services
SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

AS AT AUGUST 31,

DVPCCS Summarized Financials
2021 2020

ASSETS $ $

Current
Cash 337,447 176,646
Accounts receivable 40,168 35,456
Advances receivable - 14,594
Prepaid expenses 13,420 14,550

391,035 241,246

Capital 1,216 1,521

392,251 242,767

LIABILITIES

Current
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 41,208 25,493
Deferred revenue 220,450 113,228

261,658 138,721

Surplus 130,593 104,046

392,251 242,767

Complete financial statements for the year ended August 31, 2021, audited by Peter W. Hogg, Chartered Professional
Accountant are available upon request.
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Don Valley Peanut Child Care Services
SUMMARIZED STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31,

DVPCSS Summarized Operations
2021 2020

$ $
Income

Fees 310,468 392,054
Grants 633,560 521,101
Day camp and other 10,121 489

954,149 913,644

Expenses
Salaries and benefits 764,999 752,247
Rent 39,375 42,000
Custodian 29,722 22,755
Food 23,661 29,378
Administration 19,000 19,000
Program supplies 16,379 12,798
Day camp and other 13,595 405
Insurance 11,242 7,221
Staff development 3,291 2,111
Audit and consulting 3,187 7,163
Office 2,485 1,964
Bank charges 181 72
Telephone 180 180
Amortization 305 381

927,602 897,675

Excess of income over expenses 26,547 15,969

Surplus, beginning of year 104,046 88,077

Surplus, end of year 130,593 104,046

Complete financial statements for the year ended August 31, 2021, audited by Peter W. Hogg, Chartered Professional
Accountant are available upon request.
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Minutes
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, FEBRUARY 21, 2021 AT 11 a.m.

Online via Zoom – Meeting ID: 842 9938 2555, Passcode: 25
Call-in phone number: +1 (647) 374-4685

The meetingwas convened at 11:15 a.m. virtuallyvia Zoomwith Jaret Voce as chairperson. Erica Brewster recorded
attendance and reported forty-eight members present or by proxy at the start of the meeting

1. Opening prayer by chairperson, Jaret

2. Motion to accept the minutes from the previous annual general meeting held December 1, 2019 (pages
29–30 of 2019-2020 Annual Report)

Moved byMarijke Dyke, seconded by Lisa Tam: All in favor – Carried

3. Selection of corporation directors

Ballotswere sent to all members via email and through Canada Post for thosewithout email addresses.
We had three elders and four non-elders eligible on the ballots. Members voted in three elders and
three non-elders leaving one elder position vacant. All completed ballots and proxieswere received in
the office by February 18th, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. Results of the votingwere announced by the chairperson.
The elected directors are: Erica Brewster, Jaret Voce, Lisa Tam, Paul Chow, Stephen Mountney, and
Violet Hibbins.

4. Motion to accept the Treasurer's report and approval of DonValley Bible Chapel audited financial
statements (pages 19–22 of 2019-2020 Annual Report)

Moved byViolet Hibbins, seconded byHenryAgu: All in favor – Carried

5. Motion to accept DonValley Peanut Child Care Services (DVPCCS) financial statements (pages 24–26 of
2019-2020 Annual Report)

Moved byMarijke Dyke, seconded by Sonia: All in favor – Carried

6. Motion to accept Peter Hogg as auditor for 2020–2021

Moved byErica Brewster, seconded byHeather Parton: All in favor – Carried

7. Motion to accept DVPCCS report (pages 13–14 of 2019-2020 Annual Report)

Moved by Sonia Joseph, seconded byCatherine Bishop: All in favor – Carried
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8. Motion to accept other reports

Moved byViolet Hibbins, seconded by Jeff Parton: All in favor – Carried

9. Other business

The chairperson announced that DVBCwould soon be losing two families, the Tais and the Campbells,
whowill both be moving from the GTA. On behalf of the DVBC family, the chairperson expressed
gratitude to these families for their devoted service to the church andwishes themwell as they continue
their journeywith Christ in their newplaces of residence. Theywill be greatlymissed by the DonValley
family. “Our prayerswill continue to bewith you”, he concluded.

Pastor Matt Craig encouraged all and said that over the past year, even though itwas a very difficult
one, the churchwas able to pull together in differentways. He acknowledged the ESL program and the
fact that it had been turned ‘upside down’ due to the pandemic and basically shutdown. He encouraged
all to continue praying for the ESL program and the teachers, especially as theyfigure out theway
forward.

Pastor Matt also expressed gratitude to Ryan McConaghy for his enormous contributions to the Elders
Team last yearwhilewelcoming Stephen Mountney to the team.

Matt ended by praising and thanking God for the numerousways inwhich He has benefited our church
(not only financially but in otherways, like keeping most of us healthy and technical provision for us to
continue to meet together virtually), even during difficult times like this. He said, “God is really good.”

10. Closing remarks

The meetingwas adjourned at 11:42 a.m. following a short prayer said by Paul Chow.
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Agenda
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, JANUARY 23, 2022 AT 11:15 a.m.

In-person at 25 Axsmith Cresent, Toronto, ON
and online via Zoom – Meeting ID: 897 4564 0961, Passcode: dvbcagm

Call-in phone number: +1 (647) 374-4685, Passcode: 4304117

1. Opening prayer

2. Motion to accept the minutes from the previous annual general meeting held February 21, 2020 (pages
46–47 of 2020-2021 Annual Report)

3. Selection of corporation directors

4. Motion to approve DonValley Bible Chapel audited financial statements (pages 39–41)

5. Motion to accept DonValley Peanut Child Care Services (DVPCCS) financial statements (pages 43–45)

6. Motion to accept Peter Hogg as auditor for 2021–2022

7. Motion to accept DVPCCS reports (pages 28–30)

8. Motion to accept other reports

9. Other business

10. Closing remarks
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Visit dvbc.com to learn how to join our Sundaymorning and gospel community gatherings, learn about
volunteering and leadership development opportunities, and sign up for ourweekly email to get the latest news.

You can give financial gifts to support the church and its ministries:
• Online via CanadaHelps: canadahelps.org/en/charities/don-valley-bible-chapel
• By EMT through your financial institution, send to henry.dvbc@gmail.com
• By pre-authorized automatic monthly bankwithdrawals: contact henry.dvbc@gmail.com
• Bymail to 25 Axsmith Crescent, Toronto, ON M2J 3K2

Don Valley Bible Chapel
2020 - 2021 ANNUAL REPORT
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