
Luke 19:41-48  “When Jesus Comes To Town”  Follow-up Notes and Questions 

Luke pictures Jesus going straight to the temple when he arrives in Jerusalem.  The temple is the center of religious 
political authority in Jerusalem.  The whole point of the temple and the sacrificial system was to mediate relationship 
between God and his people while looking forward to the fulfillment of all God’s promises.   

The area known as the Gentile Court in Herod’s Temple was the largest area in the temple and it was reserved for those 
who were not Jewish.  It was the only place an outsider could enter to pray and make an offering.  All the other areas 
were off limits to outsiders. This area was also where the religious leaders had sanctioned the selling of animals and the 
exchanging of money so people could get what they needed to give their tithes and offerings.   

Jesus drives out these merchants and money changers and basically takes over the gentile court of the temple declaring, 
“My house shall be called a house of prayer.”   Jesus is ANGRY but he is fully in control.  He knows exactly what he is 
doing.   He is quoting the Old Testament prophet Isaiah (see Isaiah 56:3-8).  This quote refers to God’s promise to give 
outsiders and foreigners a place in God’s eternal kingdom.    

The Jewish leaders had allowed the Gentile court to be dominated by Commercial activity and the merchants were 
taking advantage of the poor and the foreigner.  Instead of pointing to the hope of God’s promise of inclusion and 
welcoming the worship of outsiders it had become an experience that re-enforced the same injustices and principles 
that pushed people to the margins of society.   

Jesus declares to the religious leaders, you’ve made it a den of robbers! This is the same phrase of Judgement the 
Prophet Jeremiah (ch7) used hundreds of years earlier that predicted the destruction of Solomon’s temple and the exile 
of Israel.  Jesus is standing in the same place Jeremiah stood and giving the same evaluation of Israel’s leaders!   If you 
look at how Israel's leaders challenge Jesus in the following chapter it becomes clear that they are more interested in 
keeping their position of power than truly being faithful to God’s word.  They are willing to overlook clear biblical 
teaching and support injustice in order to remain wealthy and in charge!  They would rather support a system that 
oppresses the poor and the foreigner than to give up their social status and position in society in order to follow Jesus 
and join in with his disciples.   

So Jesus is making a prophetic statement.  The Jewish leadership is illegitimate and therefore they will end up on the 
outside of God’s kingdom.  The leadership of God’s people will be given to his Apostles.  The temple will eventually be 
destroyed and his church, made up of Jews and Gentiles, will be the new people of God’s kingdom.  (Notice the 
similarities between these Jewish leaders and the New Testament warnings about false teachers.) 

Much like the gentile court in the temple, every church family is meant to be a taste of God’s kingdom on earth that 
welcomes sinners, outcasts, and foreigners into the presence of Jesus, to hear the good news and sit at the feet of Jesus 
to receive his grace and instruction.  

When we align ourselves with the systems and powers of this world to try and maintain our influence and position in 
society we end up falling into the same hypocrisy that Jesus is condemning in these Jewish leaders.   Instead of 
welcoming outsiders into God’s presence and reminding them of his promise of salvation, we end up perpetuating the 
same injustices and division we see in the world around us!   We become a barrier instead of a channel of God’s grace.  
Just look at church history!   

With everything going on in our world it is easy to get caught up in political and social issues.  There is heartbreaking 
unrighteousness and injustice that continues to prevail in the institutions of this world.   But If the Lord were to come 
into this world today, He would not go to Parliament and confront the political powers.  He would first go to the 
churches.  He would confront heresy, and hypocrisy, exploitation in the church and set his own household in order.  
Judgement begins with the house of God. 

What our society needs most is a living breathing demonstration of the gospel in every city, every neighborhood of our 
country.  You see the issue behind all the other issues is the worship of our hearts, it always is.   Our actions and 
attitudes follow what we treasure in our hearts and the only thing powerful enough to transform the motivational 
structure of our selfish rebellious sinful hearts is the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Real hope and healing for our sin-broken 
society will never come through channels of human power and control but through the transformation of human hearts 
and minds through faith in Jesus Christ.  

If you really want to make a lasting difference to the social climate of our country start by joining Jesus in building up 
and renewing his church!   Start with discipleship and contributing to the life and mission of local churches.  God’s way 
of bringing his kingdom rule and reign to bear on our world in through the sacrificial love and service of healthy churches 
and believers whose hearts and lives have been shaped by the Gospel!       

Some Discussion Questions:  

 This passage strongly affirms that the gospel is for anyone who will believe.  What are some things in the church 
today that blind people to this truth?     

 What are some ways a focus on ‘maintaining what we have’ contributes to excluding others and can even distort 
the gospel?    

 We can’t expect the world around us to be different if the church itself doesn’t model something different.  
What work does Jesus give himself to after this confrontation in the temple and how might it relate to the work 
needed for establishing healthy churches today?     

 Why is it difficult for many Christians today to see investing in local churches as an essential component for 
addressing complex social issues?  What can a healthy church do that no other institution can? 


