
Acts 6:8-8:3   The Martyrdom of Stephen – Discussion Guide  

Stephen is one of the second generation leaders that was appointed to be part of administering the food 

program and care of widows in the Jerusalem church.   This practical care ministry led to many other 

opportunities for ministry.    The synagogue rulers have Stephen arrested for ministering in Jesus name 

and at the end of the story Stephen is murdered by an angry mob.   

While there is healing, joy, and peace in Jesus name, we live out the Christian life and experience these 

things in the middle of a spiritual war.   Even though Jesus overcame evil conquering death and hell by 

dying on the cross and rising again, the defeated forces of evil still continue to hang on and wage war 

against his church as we wait for Jesus to return and judge the world.   Satan’s whole agenda is to keep 

people from knowing Jesus; to distort discredit and shut down the testimony of Christ’s family - his 

church in this world. 

This is a terrible story about the murder of an innocent man and a terrible evil against the church!  On 

the surface it looks like a win for evil.  Yet, if you look closely you will realize that the wicked actions of 

these men backfire in FAVOR OF JESUS and His KINGDOM!   

They backfire in at least 3 ways… 

1. Instead of stopping people from hearing about Jesus, this terrible event produces a clear public 

presentation of how the whole bible points to Jesus as the messiah.  

2. This terrible event also put the presence and Character of the risen Lord Jesus on display for all 

to see!  Notice how Stephen responds to the angry mob in a way that reflects the character of 

Jesus.   

3. This terrible event, instead of stopping Christ’s plan, actually helps expand the mission out into 

new territory!  It scatters many Christians who have submitted to discipleship, are prepared and 

willing to share their faith even at great risk, into Samaria and Judea.  

What the devil meant for harm backfired in favor of Jesus and his kingdom.  

Questions to guide your discussion:  

 In what ways did Stephen reveal Jesus to those who witnessed this event?   What can we learn 

from Stephen’s response to opposition for being witnesses of Jesus in our world today?    

 

 The Apostles taught that as Christians we should be prepared to give a defense to anyone who 

asks us about the hope we have in Jesus (1Peter 3:15).   What do you think prepared Stephen to 

answer his accusers as the Holy Spirit helped him in the moment?  How can we be better 

prepared?   

 

 Stephen sees Jesus who is waiting to receive those who believe in him when they leave this life.  

How does this comfort/or exhort you today?  

 

 How has this passage shaped the way you view, and react to, personal or church-wide 

persecution?    


