
Ephesians 2:11-22 – “Made Into A New Household In Christ” – Follow up Guide 

In Chapter 1 Paul says that God has a plan to unite all things in Christ that began in his mind before the 

beginning of time.  What the second half of Ephesians chapter 2 shows us is that God’s plan involves building a 

new family, or more accurately a new household.    

Before they became Christians most people in the Ephesian church as non-Jews had no covenant or agreement 

with God. They had no laws given to them, no sign of ‘circumcision’ given to them, no promises spoken directly 

to them.   As Gentiles they were outsiders, strangers & aliens with no standing or right to any privileges or 

blessings from God.   Jews on the other hand were proud of their heritage and considered avoiding and even 

hating non-Jewish people as perfectly justified.   After all, as Jews they were to avoid the unclean ways of the 

Gentiles because the Jews were God’s chosen people.  This same race-based division is evident between Israelis 

and Palestinians today.     

What Paul is saying here is that it is not like that anymore for those who believe in Jesus.  God is doing 

something miraculous by his grace!   He is creating a new multi-ethnic people group by bringing people together 

who have hated on each other for generations to form one body, one Household, which we commonly refer to 

as his church family.  This is miraculous.  It is not through the Law or ethnicity, or human engineering and 

planning, but through Jesus Christ that God is doing this.  Jesus died and rose again to make this community 

possible and anyone who has faith in Jesus now belongs to his Household.  Jesus is building this impossible 

miraculous community that is itself designed to be a living expression of the gospel.   

We are told three things about this household.  

1) This Household is built on the foundation of all the Apostles and Prophets reveal about Jesus and God’s 

plan in the scriptures.  The founding principles that both give it shape and define the beliefs, priorities 

and functions of this household are what the early churches recorded for us in the New Testament. 

(v20a) 

2) Jesus himself holds this Household together. The same good news of Jesus Christ that brought us into 

this household is what holds the household together – The risen Jesus is our peace and the head of 

God’s household. (v20b)   

3) It is true that the Holy Spirit t indwells individual believers connecting our hearts to God, but God dwells 

by his spirit in this household that Jesus is building!     The Household of God, made up of believers in 

Jesus fitted together into a real community that is built on the Apostles teaching, and held together by 

Jesus is the dwelling place of God.  This is the new temple where presence of God resides, and the 

ministry of his Spirit is evident and made known. (v22) 

Why is this so important for Christians to know? Follow the logic of this chapter…  

If believers in Jesus are no longer dead to God but have been made alive to God through faith in Jesus, and if we 

have been made alive for Good works that God prepared in advance for us to do as part of his plan and purpose, 

and if a central feature of God’s plan to unite all things in Christ is this new household Jesus is building,  then the 

good works he created us to for include God’s Household! 

Paul is explaining how every believer in Jesus belongs to God’s household because Paul’s main purpose in 

writing this letter was to strengthen and move believers toward maturely and fully participating in God’s 

purpose and plan.   For Paul the Church, God’s household, is not just some theoretical metaphysical idea. He 



refers to the church metaphorically as the body of Christ, but Paul and all the other NT authors conceptualize 

(view) the church as literally a household (or more accurately a household of households).   

In The New Testament the church is treated as a real household.  Family terms are consistently used to describe 

our relationship with God and relationships with one another.  Household texts are used to order the church so 

that everyone is working together as one (Eph 5-6, Col 3, Titus 2).  Managing one’s household is a specific skill 

required of elders who lead the church (1Tim & Titus). Even church gatherings in the bible are structured around 

a shared family meal (1 Cor 11-14).    

The point is the household Jesus is building it is more than some theoretical abstract idea. It is a real household 

where we have roles and responsibilities and relationships that are all part of God’s plan, and that we 

participate in through participation in a real local church family to function as a real household – a family on 

mission with Jesus.      

 

Questions to guide follow up: 

• In what ways is the idea of belonging to a household build on the apostles teaching and held together by 

Jesus different from the idea of just attending church services and programs?     

 

• What are some ways the community described in Acts 2:41-47 model the kind of household Paul 

describes here in Ephesians 2? 

 

• What common objections often get in the way of participating in God’s household?    What do we miss 

out on when we don’t participate?   

 

• What are some ways the gospel is proclaimed and demonstrated by simply participating in the kind of 

household Jesus is building? 

 

• In light of this conversation, what would it take for you to participate more fully in God’s household? 

What are some adjustments you may need to make in order to align your life more closely with God’s 

purpose and plan?   Are there adjustments we need to make as a group?   How can we encourage each 

other in these things? 

 

• How has this passage reshaped your view of your own church?  Your Gospel Community? 

. 


