
Acts 4 – ‘Witnessing in a Hostile World’ - Discussion guide 

The miraculous healing of the lame man in the temple is an opportunity for Peter and John to proclaim 

the gospel.   The miracle, draws a crowd, and confirms the message of the Apostles about Jesus and his 

kingdom.   However, the leaders in the temple are opposed to the powerful ministry that is being done 

in the name of the one they sentenced to death.  So they have the Apostles arrested.  Facing such 

opposition by those in power has been part of following Jesus from the beginning.   We should expect to 

encounter strong opposition to the gospel by those in authority.     

Luke depicts this of hostility toward the Apostles as an opportunity for the gospel.  The Holy Spirit 

empowers the Apostles to speak the good news with boldness.  Because the leaders can’t deny the 

miracle and so they warn them not to speak in the name of Jesus anymore.  

Surprisingly the reaction of the community is not driven by fear or anger.   The prayers of the 

community frame this event and the restrictions placed on the Apostles within God’s sovereignty.  They 

recognize that God is powerful and that these things are not outside of his plans and purposes.  Notice 

that the whole community responds to the restrictions placed on the Apostles by praying for even more 

boldness to speak the good news in the face of opposition.   

“One startling feature of this prayer is that the believers never asked God to spare them from further 

confrontation or suffering. Rather, they prayed that they would be granted boldness to “speak [God’s] 

word with all boldness” (Acts 4:29), as the Lord continued to work powerfully through and around them 

(v 30). In other words, they were praying, Lord, in the face of opposition, don’t let us weaken. Don’t let 

us compromise. Please keep working out your purposes, and please keep us working for your purposes. 

These Christians recognized their weakness and valued the success of the gospel far above their own 

physical comfort.” – (From “Acts 1-12 For You: Charting the birth of the church”, by Mohler, R. Albert.) 

In the face of restrictions, the whole community is empowered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the good 

news with boldness, not just the Apostles but the whole community!  The social-political situation 

doesn’t change (in fact it gets worse in the following chapters) but they continue to boldly proclaim the 

good news in their situation.   

Questions for discussion: 

 How does remembering God’s sovereignty impact our view of our current restrictions or 

opposition to the gospel?    

 

 How does the prayer of the church in Acts 4 compare to our prayers as we face restrictions and 

the loss of some of our freedoms?   Are you willing to face some persecution for your public 

witness?   

 

 Knowing that the Holy Spirit empowers each of us to boldly proclaim the good news, in what 

ways does this story challenge you to adjust your own response to restrictions and opposition?   

(Read the rest of chapter 4 to get a fuller picture of how the church responded) 


