
Romans 3 – “The Gift Everyone Needs” Follow-Up Guide   

Here in Chapter 3  Paul concludes that no one is righteous.  A good Jew is in the same situation as a 

wicked Gentile because we are all under (or dominated) by our own Sin (v9).  Everyone has a heart 

problem, we all have idolatrous hearts, out of which we all think and act in unrighteous ways.  All  have 

sinned. 

What many Jews in Paul’s day, and many people today, misunderstand is that God’s laws (the OT laws 

and teachings) were never given as a way to justify ourselves.   God’s Laws were not given so you could 

work your way into God’s good books.     

The law doesn’t save us it just helps us realize our problem (v20).   Even the Law itself attests to this (see 

Deuteronomy 6:5-5, 31:26-27).    Yet the OT law also contains God’s promise (Deut 30:6).   

There is a big BUT NOW in Romans 3:21.   Paul is saying that the day Moses was talking about, that the 

OT law was pointing to, has come.   And the good news is that being right with God is not something we 

ACHIEVE by doing all the right things (or by working hard to make up for all the wrong things we’ve 

done) it is something we RECEIVE, no matter what we’ve done or not done.  It is not based on our law 

keeping!    

Romans 3:22-25 emphasizes three incredible truths. 

1. Being right with God comes through faith in Jesus.  Being right with God doesn’t come through 

some blind leap of faith in the dark, or being a sincere person with some religious faith in a god 

or gods. The OBJECT of this faith is the PERSON Jesus Christ - the Son of God and Son of Man, 

and in his word.      

2. Being right with God is a gift received by faith.  The phrase ‘as a gift’ is a single word Greek that 

could be more literally translated as “freely.”  In other words it’s not a reward, it’s not deserved, 

it is just because God wanted to!   It is by his grace; God’s extreme, unwarranted generosity! 

Your faith doesn’t save you, God does.  Faith is just letting him do it.  Faith is simply receiving 

God’s gift.  Faith is coming to God empty handed, with nothing of merit at all, and receiving His 

righteousness. 

3. Being right with God depends on Jesus and his work NOT your work.  God does not set his 

justice aside; he turns it onto himself.   The cross is the place where the Judge who loves us 

takes our judgment.  The one who deserves honor takes our shame.   God the Son stands in for 

sinners – in our place - willingly accepting God’s wrath.   He takes what we truly deserve so that 

we can receive His righteousness and know God’s favor.  

Being right with God is not something you or I can ACHIEVE through our work, it is a gift we RECEIVE 

from Jesus based on his  work not mine.   

So why is Paul teaching this to people who already believe?  (This letter was written for and circulated 

among the churches in Rome). 



The Gospel is different from every other religion, worldview, and the way we typically think.   Even after 

receiving God’s gift we have this tenancy to confuse the ROOT with the FRUIT.  We are not made right 

with God by our good works (Ephesians 2:9);  But we are Made right with God FOR good works 

(Ephesians 2:10).    

Get this backwards and we will…  

 Fail to worship God.  We will boast in our achievements instead of giving glory to God. 

 Instead of living more like Jesus we’ll actually lower the standard by focusing more on external 

laws like Don’t Smoke, or Go to Church  instead of heart principles like ‘Love your neighbour as 

yourself’  or  ‘Forgive one another as Christ has forgiven you’.  

 Instead of loving people like Jesus did we will focus on changing people’s external behavior 

(making them more like us) instead of applying the Gospel to people’s hearts and lives.  

 Instead of fulfilling God’s call to make disciples of all nations we will avoid sinners and end up 

neglecting or condemning people who need Jesus just as much as we do. 

It is God’s gift in the gospel that frees us to love, serve, and honor Jesus without fear of failure, without 

needing to prove ourselves , without being burdened by our shame and guilt,  AND to love imperfect 

sinners like ourselves, who need of the Gift of God’s grace just as much as we do! 

Questions to guide follow-up:  

 How do these verses challenge your view of God’s law?  How does justification as a gift 

challenge how you typically relate to God?  How you relate to others? 

 

 What, apart from Christ, might you be tempted to boast in as the grounds of your worthiness or 

right relationship with God today?  How will you ensure your boasting is in Christ instead of 

yourself (or anything else)? 

 

 What are some ways serving ‘a law of works’ instead of ‘the law of faith’ creates barriers to 

ministering the gospel to others?    What are some other ways this teaching applies to being 

part of a church family that is partnering in the mission with other churches to make disciples?     


