
“Use all the means God has given you to know him and love him and trust him,  

that you might be filled with the oil of faith and joy and hope.”  - John Piper 

 
Matthew 25:1-13   “Be Prepared In Heart”  Follow-up Guide 

Summary:   In chapter 25 we find three parables that Jesus tells to the crowds about the day when he returns.  

These parables further illustrate the difference between those who have hearts of faith in Jesus and are living 

ready for his return with those who don’t have hearts of faith so naturally they are not living ready for his 

return.   

The first image Jesus uses is a wedding feast.  The story he tells is specifically about 10 bridesmaids.  They are 

not only invited to the feast but they also have a role to play and they are expected to provide lighting.  

In Jesus day typically the groom’s men and the bridal party would leave their homes separately, and meet at an 

agreed-upon location for the wedding feast.   The groom was expected to be the last person to arrive at the 

feast, at which time he would make a grand entrance and the party would begin.1  For anyone to show up after 

the groom (after the feast had started) it would be a great insult.   People simply didn’t show up late because 

they didn’t want to offend or bring shame on themselves and their families.2     

What is so shocking and out of the ordinary about the story Jesus tells, is that half the bridal party ends up 

locked out of the party with the bridegroom saying ‘I don’t know you!’.  Why are they locked out?  Why the 

harsh response?  Because they were not prepared for the bridegroom’s arrival.  The foolish bridesmaids did not 

take their calling to provide light seriously, they were careless, and unprepared because they brought lamps but 

no oil for them. (v3). 

Notice that The difference between the wise and the foolish is not external but internal. Everything looked good 

on the outside but they had no oil.   The inside was empty.     

Consider the crowed Jesus was speaking to. They were all Israelite's who considered themselves to be God’s 

chosen people.   They knew their bibles well and sought to follow God’s laws by applying scripture to every day 

life.  Especially the Pharisees.  Externally they were good religious, God fearing people.  Like many who are part 

of the church today.   You can look like a disciple from the outside and yet not really have a heart for Jesus on 

the inside.   (see Matt 23:25, 27, 2Tim 3:5).   You must own your faith you must prepare your heart.  The faith of 

others is not enough (Matt 25:8-9).         

Jesus is obviously speaking of saving faith in him.  But we need to also understand that just as salvation is a 

matter of the heart so is our sanctification.  The foolish bridesmaids neglected the one essential ingredient 

needed to do what they were called to do and instead of lighting the way they ended up dishonoring the 

bridegroom.   

The commands of the Bible are the steering wheel, not the engine; the lamp but not the oil.   The scriptures are 

vital, instructive, important, but they do not themselves give you the power you need to follow Jesus.  The fruit 

of true obedience grows out of a humble repentant heart of faith in Jesus and the gift of his grace.    

The third thing Jesus says about being his family on mission at the end of the age is to be prepared in heart.   

Disciples who are prepared for his return are those who tend to their heart.  Being his family means that we are 

not primarily concerned with external performance, but far more concerned about our hearts toward God, and 

ministering the good news to people’s hearts.  His people aim to be prepared in heart for his return. 
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“Use all the means God has given you to know him and love him and trust him,  

that you might be filled with the oil of faith and joy and hope.”  - John Piper 

 
Some primary means of nurturing gospel hearts:  

 Learn the story of the bible and drink deeply from it.  All the teaching of scripture is meant to be understood 

and discovered in the context of God’s story – which reveals his relentless determination to rescue and 

restore us from our own rebellion and the brokenness of sin and  death through Jesus Christ for his glory. 

 

 Pursue biblical fellowship with your church family.  It is through practicing the one another’s of scripture 

with your church family (confessing sin, forgiving, accepting, loving, encouraging, speaking the truth of the 

gospel into each other’s lives) that the gospel moves from believed theory to felt reality.   Practicing the one 

another’s of true fellowship help nurture gospel hearts instead of encouraging external performance.  

 

 Pray in every circumstance.  Give God the attention of your heart and mind and converse with him.  Share 

your thoughts and feelings with him and ask him to reveal himself to you.  (Mark 9:24).  

 

Some follow-up questions / activities: 

 Why do you think people often neglect the heart but emphasise performance in Christian 

circles?   What are some ways this undermines the progress of the gospel, both in our ministry 

to others and our own discipleship? 

 

 How can practicing the one another commands of scripture help to move the gospel from 

theoretical belief to felt reality?   Why do you think we resist things like confessing our sin to 

one another or forgiving one another?  What does your resistance to these commands reveal of 

your own heart?     

 

 What would it look like for you to use all the means God has given you to know Christ and love 

him?  What practical adjustments do you need to make? 

 

      Come ready to share your experience of blessing someone next Sunday. 

Who are the people in your circle of contacts (who don’t believe in Jesus yet) that you will bless 

this week?  (A blessing could be a card, or a kind word, or helping out with something, or just 

listening.)  Ask God to show you what to do and bless 2 or 3 people this week.   It is through 

blessing others that we cultivate opportunities for gospel conversations.    


