
Romans 1:1–17; Romans 15:14–33   ‘Why Romans?’   Follow-up & Discussion Guide 

Why study Romans?  To answer this question we need to consider why Paul wrote the book of Romans 

in the first place.  

Romans was not written as some theological paper for us to just study and analyse.  Romans is a 

personal letter written by the Apostle Paul that was intended to motivate and transform hearts and lives 

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Paul’s work as an Apostle of Jesus Christ  was to lead the way in bringing the good news  about Jesus to  

people of all nations and ethnic backgrounds  that they might be transformed by the gospel and become 

people who have a heart to obey God that comes from faith in Jesus.(see v5) 

How can anyone be in right relationship, and live in right relationship with a holy and righteous God?    

This is what this letter is unpacking and explaining. (v16-17). 

However it wasn’t written as a gospel track but as a letter to strengthen churches.  It is one of Paul’s 

early letters that were all written during His church planting mission throughout Asia Minor and 

Macedonia (Acts 13-20).   Paul’s goal is to strengthen the church by giving them a deeper understanding 

and appreciation for the gospel.   

Paul specifically explains that the reason he is writing this letter is to strengthen the church in a mutual 

partnership in bringing the gospel to more people in Rome and beyond (v11-14).  Paul’s vision is for the 

church in Rome is that it might become a strong home-base for reaching Spain with the good news of 

Jesus.  (Rom 15:24). 

Paul has witnessed firsthand how the gospel brings both Jew and Gentile into one family as he worked 

hard to establish multi-ethnic churches.    Yet Paul was also well aware that within these churches there 

were ethnic tensions between Jews and Gentiles that were distorting the gospel and causing divisions.  

He also personally knew the suffering and sacrifice involved in bringing the gospel to more people.  Paul 

is also aware of Greek culture.  Those living in the great city of Rome would look down on the tribes and 

villages in Spain as uneducated uncultured barbarians.   Why would this Roman church, already facing so 

much pressure living in the capital of the oppressive Roman Empire, give time, leaders, and resources to 

the risky business of reaching Spain with the good news?       

A closer look at the context of Romans reveals that it was written to strengthen and establish the 

churches in Rome in a deeper heart level understanding and appreciation of the gospel that they might 

be motivated and empowered to participate in the gospel mission as one.    

Questions to guide discussion and follow-up 

 In what ways can ethnic pride lead to a distorted false gospel?  How might a deeper grasp of the 

gospel help address the issue of ethnic tensions and build unity among believers?  (Jews and 

gentiles, Greeks and barbarians)    

 

 How does a firm grasp of the gospel relate to the strength and mission of a local church family?    

 

 What is the relationship between a deep grasp of the gospel and your own discipleship and 

evangelism? 


