
Acts 1:1-11  ‘Jesus Continued’  Summary and Discussion Questions 

Acts 1:1-2 says that Luke’s first book was what Jesus ‘began to do’  which means Acts is the continuation 

of  the teaching and ministry of Jesus  in the world.   Luke is writing to the same audience with the same 

purpose; to give an orderly account of the events  and historical facts that are behind all the Apostles 

Teaching about Jesus and his church  (Luke 1:1-4).  So for Luke the stories and events he is writing about 

in Acts are not just ‘history’, they are revelation. Luke is giving us the historical events that revel what 

Jesus continues to do in this world by his Spirit through is Apostles (his chosen Ambassadors).  

The whole book of Acts is shaped by Luke’s introduction.  Acts 1:7-8 are key verses that make two things 

very clear.   1) Our lives, as believers in Jesus, serve a specific purpose in God’s plan.   Jesus commissions 

his people to be his witnesses in this world according to his instructions. This is to be the primary focus 

and purpose of our lives in this world.  He lays out the basic framework of his plan as starting in 

Jerusalem, moving out to Samaria and Judea, and then extending to the end of the earth.    2) This 

mission is impossible without the Spirit.   Jesus orders his disciples to wait in Jerusalem until he sends his 

Spirit.  Jesus has commissioned us to partner with his Spirit so that we can be his witnesses in this world 

according to his instructions.  In other words, Jesus is still working by his Spirit.  He goes with us and 

empowers us by the Spirit to carry out his commands as we seek to obey his word in order to fulfill the 

true purpose of our lives in God’s plan.  

The book of Acts tells the story of how the church, against impossible odds, spread from Jerusalem to 

Rome as the Apostles partnered with the Holy Spirit to carry out the great commission.  Luke reveals for 

us in story form the basics of what Jesus revealed by his Spirit to his Apostles (the big picture principles 

and strategy) for continuing to partner with the Spirit and follow Jesus in being his witnesses today.  

Why does Luke continue the story?  So that we might have some certainty about why Jesus keeps us in 

this broken world, what he is still doing, and what his plan is for us as his church in the world!  Acts is not 

just some story about what happened a long time ago.  It is our family heritage.  It shows us the very 

real power and presence of Jesus who is still with us and working in our world by his Spirit.   It gives us a 

basic outline of Christ’s pan for being his witnesses in this world which is our ultimate purpose in life.   

God has a plan and a purpose for our lives and he is revealing it through his word.   

Discussion Questions: 

 How does Acts 1:7-8 shape the way you look at your own life purposes and priorities?  How 

might it shape the purposes and priorities of a healthy church? 

 

 In what ways does the fact that Jesus entrusts us with an active role in God’s plan reveal his love 

for us? 

 

 Why is it important to build our understanding of the great commission and God’s purpose for 

our lives in this world from a careful study of the book of Acts?  

 


